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Francis de L'ile onto 
the Reader. 


© IN HE mot renerend Cardinal of Lorraink, 
friendly reader, did in his life time long feede 
vs with a vaine hype of a view of the Legend 
of the life of his brother the Duke of Guiſe, 
who was ſlaine before Orleans, the which we 
haue with great deuotion diligently wazred for, 
in ful aſſurance that among ſo manie learned men, as the ſaid 
Cardinal had alwaies at commandement, he would chuſe out one 
of the quickeſt wit and capacitie, who might frame ſome morke 
worthie the ſight of our France, which long time hath ſeene fewe 
deuiſes pleaſant unto the eye,or deleftable in the eare:We knowe 
_ alſo that the Cardinal was not deſtitute of ſufficient ſtore of remens 
brances, requiſite for the beautifying of ſuch a labour. But after 
much attendance, we finally haue found our ſelues fruftrate of 
our expectation , through the deceaſſe of the ſaid Cardinal, who 
hath left unto vs the making of the Legendarie as wel of his owne 
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perſon,as alſo of the aforeſaid Duke of Guiſe,and the ref? of the 


brethren : whereby diuers haue bene occaſioned to thinke eujl of 
this his ſaid promuſe,and to ſuppoſe that himſelf was fully reſolued 
#0 feede them in hope, through doubt leaf? his flower potte ſhould 
haue bene diſconered, the filthines and abhomination whevef, 
would hane yelded him and al his progenie, mo#t ſlincking and 
abominable in the fight of our whole nation. Not waFting anje 
longer time therefore in the diſputation, or arguing vpon the cau- 
ſefwhich haue moned him thus to caft duFt in ony eyes, neither 
making anie accompt of his lies and gloſings, it is requiſite that 
my ſelfe ſhould yelde a reckoning of mine owne doings,and diſplay 
the cauſes which haue moned me to undertake to eaſe the ſaide 
Cardinals heyres ( if ſo be he hath anie, for my ſelfe neither am, 
neither wil be counted in their munber ) of ſuch their labours, 
as they ſhould haue ſufteined by writing this Legende, compre- 
hending the lines not onely of the Dnke "of Guiſe, and of the 
Cardinal of Larraine, but alſo of al the reft of the brethren, 
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which nevertheleſſe are not diſplay ed at ful, but only in hot, 

S ome. yeres therefore are paſſed, ſrace that thinking vpon the 
miſerable calawmies of our France, which T did ſee daily to en- 
creaſe, not that I was ſo blinde, as tor to beholde how..God being 
proucked thruugh the inequitzes of the French Nation, did 
fretch forth his arme again#? them, yet marking with what ſtones 
and weapons he endenored to humble vs and aſſwage our pride, 1 
found that the houſe of Guiſe, ammg others were as his chiefeſt 
Jnſtruments,whoſe Crafts and ernellbe. 5 6X erciſed oner both great 
and ſ\nal,and therefore alrexdte publiſhed 4 in ſund;ie pamphiets, 
orghit no-ftill to tie (cattered abraade, in hazard of periſhing in 
the þit of fplence, or by being never dexeffed uno the poſic- 
43:2, This Ws « therej ore one of the cauſes, that mowed me by litle 
and \(itle to bean to ſerche anon my writings and papers, for 
ſom bookes and remembrances (correſpondent vnto ſuch as the 
C pn 5 alin hns life time made ſo great accompe of, 2s to lay them 
for the more 7 part. Vpon his table, and then to ſay, ( as he did in 
the rime of Frazicrs the ſecond, | t an afiemblie of the chiefef# 
eftates of therealme at Fontas lean) that the-ſame were the 

croxnes of his life which ſhout yelde him iminorral : Out of 

* the which IbegantacolletT certaine places and notable matters, 
bhopmee rhereoy Jomenbar to aſſiſte << þende of mine, 
wb began happily ith this piece of worke : But when be gane 
wholy ouer this labour to the intent the better to tend ynto things 
of eater importance, which ane day I hope ſhalt come to light, 

: that the murders of S.Bartlemew ſo. bloodily celebrated had 
»— eupn lighted inthe necks of cheer other driftet ( for therein the 
4 ſaid Lords of Guiſe were in maner chiefe doers ) I thought it 

| no amiſſe to ſer forth before ſuch 25 are thereof iqnoraut;part of 

FOMWhenr life and maners, ſeing that rem ſeiues.do delire in the con- 

#it14tion of the ſame, and that the-wicked manmast both heare 

"and fee things which he would #9:, becauſe. hins ſolfe —— 
ich as he onght not... 

| | Now am1I ſoferre of. through theſe rempinandss collefied 

” here and there,(as ane who haze read or peruſed ſuch diſcorrſes 
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#4 withinzheſe fifrene eres hawe bene publiſhed,may at the firſt 
bluſh percete re ; 6/51 a the Here and peries of ſuch as 


hae 
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| hawe in their hands other more lav ge, ample, or exatt. Legends of 


the race of- the Guifcans,that aut 4s I domoſt heartily de- 

Fe them 119 longer t0 defraude our France the common fl | 
of v5 al, of ſuch remembrances and Warnings as onght often | r% be 
ſer before her eyes, t the which the houſe of Guiſe both hauezand yes 
ds endenour to plucke out of her head, whereby then ſelues may 
aft erward condutt and order al thinges aftey their oOvne Rome 
and ambitious appetites. 

Mamie times haue 1 wondered at the drelnefſe of divers French' 
men who otherwiſe ao  profeſſe but et:er much knowledge and Ins 
derſtarding,and yer in the meane rime d» ſeeke io perſuade vs that: 
wharſoercer commuoditie we hawe, doeth proceede onely of theſe 
men, from whome in deede moft of our inconuen/ences do ariſe 
Por had not private afjettion bleared the eyes of their under- 
ſtanding, 1 dare ſay they world be of an other minide,;and that 
whenſoeuer it ſhal pleaſe God ro take out of their fight the looking 
glaſſe of an:bjtion,yenenge,and ſuch other precences as dve drzet 
ther fight, themſelues wil willingly eſchewe and deteFt that filtbi- 
Nes which now they do cheriſh and worſhip. 

In reſpeft of thoſe who daily with re do beho{dtheſe euil:ohem 
do I n/ zo conſider how or inwhat maner they may be able to. 
procure ane remedie thereunto,and to the ſemt earneſ?, ;y ro fee 
their hands, as the lawe uf Nartre bindeth them. (50 

Ar for ſuch matters as herein my ſelf have entyeared wpin, at 
the 4h I fupprſed 1 might hae reduced into tenor twelie leaues. 

al that 1 minded ther of to prebliſh:but being once (hip- 
ped.Iwas axfedeineb caried away into ſo marueilozzs a fea of affaires, 
rhat before that 1 can recover any hauen, 1 ſhalbe conſtrained 
through innumerable rockes and perilous gonlfes, to mat a long 
and redzous nauiyation : And as theſe why haning ence forſaken 
land,can hardely in a great while recouer the ſame,although both 
with oeres and ſzyles they dve what ſo lyeth in theng,euen ſo T being 
enced ſo farre into this Guiſian ſcant & wil tow endencur my 
felfe to come to as ſpeedy a hanen as poſſibly 1 mary, and yet after 
fuch maner as I hope your ſelues, though that I take not land ſo 
foone as you wonuld wiſh, wilnevertheles hold me exenſed: For the 
traftes & tranerſes are ſo long and dixers, with ſo many waues one 
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zn an others necke,@&r ſuch contrariety 


| THE PREFACE, 
of winds puffing and toſſing 


the courſe of my litle barke diners wayes,that many times 1 am 
ready to beginne agzine, and doe ſtil fide new occaſion: of further 


rrauailt:; howbeit with Gods heipe I will recouer landwith all poſe 


reft of this Legende, 


ſoole ſpetde, ſetting before your eyes th 
mmple and naked after the 


The\ſtyle is ſuch as you ſee,namely 
maner of remembrances and colleffions.For, for the moſt part 1 
em content to ſe onely the tearmes and phraſes of ſuch fber 
writers as before me hanue delte herin + and nozwithftanding that 
I hate ſer forth moF# > them at large, yet haue I not done it to 
theende to fill vp paper, but onely in reſpett that in my opinjon it 
ſeemed neceſſary for the explaning of ſuch pointes as in that 
place ere robe handled, For I doubt not but that the time may 
come when we ſhall ſee a full biFtorie, wherein theſe homely and 


fomple beginnings or deſcriptions of the deedes of the houſe of 


KY A albe ſtr forth in ſuch tearmes as the pmatter requireth: 
and unto me 11 rump my rude and fillie aiſcourſe may ſerue 


A ſome of our french 672 a light whenwith to ehold and feele the 
fer wh Sal ally cenfeed many, and yer doth ouermmuch 
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ſmoke ſtill in purpoſe to waft the re fouleſſe a ngnier 


zhen man doe take in hand to prouige a remgdie. 


1: might be demaunded wherefore] haue ſq long deferred the 


FW oy of this i into light:out I may | anſwere | that it is yet time | 
. enongh,alſo that i it were to be wiſhed that this Legend might be an | 


ample diſcourſe cf all miſchiefes fully ended and pat, whereby | 


we ſhauld bc exempt of all cauſe of feare i in time to come, But 
the ſpirit of the Cardinal of Lorraine lueth fil in France, no- 


thing deſiftin from all meanes to bring the eftate into like ſtaye | 


as in his life time he pretended, which in caſe many cannot com- 
prehend or perceive, Iwoulde be very glad if alſo in time they 
might not feele it unto their owne copfuſtons | For my part I can 
nt poſſibly betraye her ef whom 1 do|bulde my life, and therefore 
do beginne towarne her of ſich fraudulent « afoot bs are 
layed to denwonre her, under pretence of ber maintenance, wherin 
I woalld that pry brethren and felluwe countreymen ſhould, (if 


they luff 7 Jreape the commoditie of 1/0 mall roward themthe: 


B bich I minde mere plainely to ſer before their eyes, if God lend! 
| | | me | 
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| 
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me life,not permitting any other to be more affetjonate to reſift 
by lawfull meanes the driftes and praftiſes of fortyne tyrames, 
thenmy ſelfe. And notwith#ftanding I haue nor ſo good, opportit- 
nitie ſo to do as many others, yet will I ſo effeFFnally endenour it, 
that the tokens of my good will 1 ſhal not be to ſceke. I could haue 
wiſhed that 1 had ſome othe? matter to deale in, nothing doub- 
ting but that all men do knowe that 1 were able to write of other 
affairer,which indede is true © but I truFft they can not denie but 
that it is both time and labour well beſtowed, when a man diſclo- 
ſeth unza the poFterity, yea and to ſuch as yet do Une, ſuch things 
as are moFt neceſſarye for their infiruflion. 'E 
Moreoner in dedutting of theſe matters, haue not preſcribed 
unto any the end wherunto he ought to apple them, neither whas 
commoditie he may reape by the knowledge therof,ſeing that it 
wilbe eaſje for enery one to comprehend the ſame,conſedering alſo 
that both the thinges which be paſſed,and thoſe which are contel- 
ned in this bookeyogerher with ſuch as ſhalbe diſcloſed in others 
that ſhall followe,are ſo cleere and euident unta al. men, that ] 
ſhould enen do open wrong to their memorie and indgemeit;f 1 
ſhould make any long diſcourſe therupon. My onely requeft ther- 
fore ks,that it would pleaſe all Frenchmen to call ro minde theix 
auuncient generoſity and liberty, to withitand al. ſlauiſh bon- 
adage whereinto through the faftions of the Guiſtans they haue 
bene drawen,whba abuſmngthe [6 implicitie of our Kings, haue redu- 
ced the whole eft4re of our realme into ſuch danger as al men may 


euidently perceive 
I am no othe ik perſwaded, but that diners courtiers and 


ſeruants of the hpuſe of Gſe in yeading in this legendary ſuch 

thinges as are written in theis owne counſciences, will ſhake their 
heads and bend Þ: browes againſt me, contrarying this thing 07 
that thinggwhom'l am to requeſt patiently to beare with me, onti 
they ſee the re#t of the bookes which ſhall ſhortly followe this, if 
God permut r then peraduentrre they wilipuyre water into 
their wine. Otherhi if they be deſrrous to publiſh any other IL 6. 
gendes in their ma#ers behalfe,ſo that it be with getter cenſci- 
ences then them ſelues haue ſerued the, I am therewithal very wel 
content.But in c: ſe they ſeeke to wrong the trueth, let them be aſe 
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Hd fareltthas their flatteries end falſtades ſhalk rites zo all the 
| wortt,r9 the end nzen may beware of thenz,and that in time to come 
none may orwittingly be deceiued. 

The Cardinal had continwaliy | ene principle in his nic 
gouching the adnancement of his enterpri erphich was, that 4 
lie faced ont three howrs,or as many daies at the leaft, was much 
worth, prath;ſing therein the ſeying of an | ancient philoſopher, 
whith wa:that a lyer ought 20 be otterly denoide of ſhame. + 
which rule his ſexteants and arrakers aoe|ſtil obſeyuc, thinking 
that in ſtat; ' denying the thing which 3s pore manifeft then 
een day light,the tome will weare away .on for that myſt of tho 
do licleor noth; ing at all rega! de anie religia Jt 1s not to be mavr- 

weiled, though they treade wnder their feete' al equitie and ho- 
ne#fic, which are the two pillers and ys 1hans life, ſo that long 
e9 content with them were but loſt labour-; 1 wherfore we are ror6- 
ferre them wnto the indgement feate of" mtghty God, befin YL; 
whom they ſha! xt length appearenorwithFanding they endewowr 
ro perſiade Goh then; ſelves andather men of the contrary, | 

If arie man as; me wherefore 1 ds non wolſh but one beoke 
of this legend, foring that 1 haus promiſed yawe inthe title, Tave 
in dede carfeſſe that 1 am in poſſeſſion of the remembrances of the 
whole werke but being ſurpriſed, and asit were manicled with\n 
ineuitable let,and the printer alſo being impportunare to ane [> 
much 23 T had already done, hath wrefled out of my hand: this 
firft part, wherein finding any faulres efeaped through rhe ſaid 
printers negligence, I eruft you will neuerthelefſe excuſe P20, 4s 
| waning opportumitie #0 vemaine at his preſſe, and leyftere to 

write cuer againe that which Thed but ſeribled before , hofyn 
that the next backes ſhall be better c 
part of this bazhe you miſſe any particul r matter, you ſhal 
/% ſome in ſome ether more conxente place hereafter. Hows 
heir if {\be that ſuch of the race#f Grafe es doremainegnight ob- 
reine ſonwch fancur f Ged as that it would pleaſe hins to rurrie 
their hearts, ſo that they would: ſuffer onr realme to be in quiet, 
 endthateomenting them ſelues with that which 1s paſt, ant ſb 
Z "7 01:91) COnrreous and! f. 11: hfulbehaui: rs would blot out the ve 
wenbrance of their formces miſchicfes, 1 won!d ve glad ro meh 
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THE PREFACE. 
promiſe,and would endeuour to be the firf# that ſhould caft the 


remembrance thereef znto the pit of obliuion © but in continuing 


8 the race which hitherto they haue r1umne, they ſhal find both 
= braines & hands enongh to reſiſt the. And although that through 


crafts and treaſin they and their ſemblables hane hitherto,rather 


then by force of armes ſo highly aduaced them ſelzes, yet wil the 


erueth in the end owercome and hawe his cozerſe, ſo that they ſhal 
get nothing by following the ſteppes af their aunceſters, ſane onely 
they ſhal become ſo much the more odjous both wnto God & men. 
Yea they [hal builde their pinacle ſ5 high that finally it ſhal fall 
wvpon their owne heads, and enſnare them ſelues .If therefore they 
wil prewent this danger, and aſſubie& them ſelues unto therr due- 
zie, it is the thing whereof I ſhould be verie glad; neither can 1 de- 
nie but that the houſe of Guiſe conteining them. ſelues within 
their mites , might haue done good ſeruice to the croyne of 
France: but of ſeruants ſeeking to become maſters they haue mar- 
red all, and ouerthrowne both themſelues and others, Thus loth 
zo be in this matter ower tedjous, I beſeech you friendly readers, to 

ew a good countenance vnto this firſt booke, untill the come 

ming forth of the reft which ſhorily ſhalbe preſented unto 

your view: This do 1 offuredly truſt chat you wil 
doin caſe yors be natural French men, that us ta 
ſay, affeionate wnto the ſeruice of God, 
the conmoditie of your cormtrie, 
end the conſeruation of your 
axmcient and noble 


libertie. 


Fare wel. 
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Lorraine , and of his brethren , of 
the houſe of Guile. 


d N the yerc of ourLord 1362,after the de- 


_= f 
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* 4 


(WD) of Bauieres, Countye Palatine, had iſſue © 
&-©D three ſonnes, 8&as many daughters. The 
"Hg named Charles, Robert and Federic dyed with- 
out iſſue: But of the daughters, rhe eldeſt named Marie 
was maryed ynto Engucrand Earle of Coucy,who alſo died 
withour heyres: The ſeconde called Katherine was giuen 
to Ianges Marquiſe of Baden,with the dowrye of three pre- 
| uoſtſhipps,namely S. Dier, Arches, and Bruerres, beſides a 
good ſumme of money, in conſideration whereof, the ſaid 
Marquiſe renounced his whole title vntothe ſucceflion in 
{the Duchye of Lorraine : The third daughter Iſabell was 
maried vnto Rene of Anjou the ſonne of Lewes of Anjou, 
the ſeconde ſonne to Iohn King of France . This Rene the 
firſt ſucceeded his father in lawe Charles in the Duchye of 
Lorraine, ſeeking allo the poſſeſſion of the Duchye of Bar, 
in the right of his mother Yoland of Arragon: wherein 
Anthony Earle of Vaudemont, fonne of Ferry Duke 
Charles brother withſtood him , and chalenged I ſayd 
Duchye,gwhercunto he was afliſted by Philippe Duke of 
Bur LF 4 who was offended with the mariage of the 
kid R Rehe of Anjou ynto Ifabel] of Lorraine. Hereupon in 
a conflice necre vnto Bulainuille, the ſaid Rene was taken 
, priſoner, 


| 


4 


ded his eldeſt ſfonne Charles the firſte, 28 of the 


(0&4) (0's Q ceafſe of Iohn Duke of Lorraine , ſuccee- 7/4 genea- 
g who by Margaret daughter ynto Robert heaſe Fi 


this Ferry of Vaudemont, withthe ſamme of two hun- 


| 
| 
| 
_ _ Clemente had crowned himKinge,, dyed without iflue, | 1 
' Whercof ſo ſoone as Duke Rene was aduerrifed, he'purpo-#1 


_ other Porentates, he was by the Spanierdes finally ex-} 1 


mement of Lorraine vnto his eldeit ſonne John, in fullin 


faid;fianced/ Anne the daughter of King: Lewes the cic 


want of other heyres,Quring the life of his grandfather of , 


bs lil; nts. raed $i, gh 
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riſoner , and thence conueyed ynto Dijon ynder the cu- 
ſKodit of the Duke of Burgundyc aforcſaid , where he was | 
dercined fifteene yeres atthe petition of the Engliſhmen | 
and Burgundions ; vnder-whom atche ak time Ferry of | 
Vaudemone, ſonne to this Earle Anthony, did ſeruc: how- | 
beir-finally ic was agreed that Duke| Rene- the priſoner | 
ſhould giue his eldeſt daughter Yoland in mariage vnto | 


dred thouſande crownes inthe rtame of a ranfome. Inthe 
meane time Lewes of Anjou Duke Rene his cldeſt bra- 
ther , intending the conqueſt of Naples, whereof Pope 


ſed the poſſeſſion of the ſame Realme , but notwithſtan- 
ding the ayde of moſtitates of Italic, as Genes, Milan and 


pelled Naples , and forced co retire into France vnto his| ] 
brother in lawe King Charles the feuenth , whereas after] t 
ſome warre againſt the citic of Mctz, having knowledge off « 
the death of his wife Iſabe!l, he refhgned the whole gouer-\ a 
d 
L 


þ 


renreto Jiue thereſte of his time quictly and peaccably 
within his dominjons of Proucnce and|Anjou. 


Iohnſurnamed of Calabre, after he|had gouerned Lor- 


{ 
raine eighteeneyeres dyed , leaning aſonne named lohn 
of Anjou , who in the time of his grantifarher Rene zfore| L 
lawthrough the pcrſuaſions of the Duke of Burgundye 
and entending by repudiating the daughter of France,t 
conclude a mariage with Marie the ſaid Duke of Burgun 


dyes daughter, being cuen ar the very pointſo to doe,h 
dycd.By meanes whereof Rene the ſeconde of thar nam( 


fo 

F 

t] 
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uenth, albeit afrerwarde breaking of with his ſaid father in} N 
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ſonne of Ferrye of Vaudemontbrother vnto Duke Rene of w! 


Anjou, and of Yoland fiſter vnto Duke Tohn, ſucceeded it 2s 
thefaid Duchyes of Lorraine and Bar inthe yere 1473.fof Ic 
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| the mothers fide Rene of Anjou, & ofhis mother Yoland, 
- | whome the inhabirantes of the countrie would not accept 
as | for gouernour . This Duke waged continuallwarre againſt 
rf1 | the Duke of Burgundye,whome finally he onerthrewe be- 
of | fore Nancy, in whole time liucd his great grandfather 
Rene of Anjou, termed King of Sicill , whorefſted his old _ 
bones within his Duchyes of Prouence and Anjou: him 
did Kinge-Lewesthe cleuenth, greatly cheriſh and quicrly 
enterraine, fearing his aflociation with the Duke of Bur- 
gundye 2nd the Engliſhmen , who greatly thereunto ſolli- 
cited him. This King Reneſenrt worde to hisnephew Rene, 
>e | thatin caſc he intended to be his heyre , he ſhould wholy 
e,{ take vpon him the full armes of Anjou, which profter he 
o-prcfuſed, well was he content ro quarter rogither the armes 
n-# of Anjou,Sicill, Prouence,and Lorraine. howbeit vpon his 
nd} other reſuſall, his grandfather Kmg Rene inſtitured Char- 
x-{ les Earle of Maine his nephew by his brother Charles alſo 
his! Earle of Maine,for his idherices whereofRene being cer- 


ter 
of 
er- 


rityed, he haſted toward his grandfather , bur all being 
done and paſt he returned backe againe in a great hear, 
and King Rene died in the yere 1482, Shortly after alſo 


dyed Charles of Maine his competitor,whereby Lewes the 
eleuenth King of France,remained lordof the countries of 
Prouence,Anjou,and Maine, by the gifte of the Jaſt will of 
the ſaid Charles, who alſo lefr vnto him theDuchye of Bar. 

After the death of King Lewes the cleuenth, Rene of 
ore) Lorraine,who through the perſuaſion' of Pope Sixtus was 
ie4 gone into Italic ro ſceke the conqueſt of the realmes of 
- in} Naples and Sicill, andthere had continued in wages with 
/& | the Venitians a certayn ſpace,did now returne into France, 
xd) there to chalenge his rightin the Countyes of Prouence 
un4 & Anjou,withthe Dutchye of Bar.This Dutchy was graun- 
;he ted vnto. him, conditionally that he and: his ſuccefſours 
nc} ſhould for the ſame doe homage vnto the King of France, 
of who thereby remained ſoueraine Jord ouer the ſame. bur 
on as for the Countyes of Proucnce and Anjou, it was anſwe- 
pf red,thatthey being parcel of the demaynes of the crowne, 
M1 , might 
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might not fall vnto the diſtaffe: ſo thar finally by conſenr 
of King Charles the eight and this Duke Rene,the contr 
uerſie was referred ynto the arbitrement of three ympier 
whiles in'the meane time the King commirted vnto/ the 
Duke a regiment of an hundred men of armes, with th 
enterteinment of fixe and rhirtic thouſand frankes of yerly 
penſion . Now in the yere of our Lord 1489, the Neopoli} 
ranes dereſting the tyranny of yong Alphonſus, require 
the ayde of this Duke Rene, whothercunto'prepared hin 
ſelfe : bur duringe his preparation, the three vmpiers aforg 
ſaid pronounced their arreſte , wherein it was found th 
not onely Anjou and Prouence, bur alſo Sicill and Naple 
did appertcine ynro the King of France, vpon which occal 
fion Charles the eight vndertooke that voyage him ſelfe;, 
Howbeit notwithſtanding this arreſt , Yoland mother vn: 
to this Duke Rene, cuen afterthe deceaſſe of her fathet. 
Rene the grear,did ſtill receine the title of Queene of| Si; 1 
cill : yea this Rene the ſeconde chalenged the title of King! 
of Sicill and Ieruſalem in the name of the conqueſtes of 
his anceſters,caufinge his eldeſt ſonne Anthony to be call 
led Duke of Calabre , ſtill quarteringe the armes of Ans: 
Jou with his owne, for which his preſumpri6, togither with 1 
diuers other his praftiſes, Kinge Lewes the twelueth ſto 
making him, expelled him our of France, and tooke away] 
all his penſions : but he founde meanes to be reconciled] 
and afterward dyed as he rode on huntinge, hauing re4t 
mained Duke fiue and thirtic yeres ./This man had by his] 
ſecond wife named Philippe , the fiſter vnto the Duke © 
Guelderland,twelue children, of whom ſcuen dyed in theitt 
youth, whereby he left only fiue, who/all were ſonnes, na-/t 
med Anthony,Claude,lohn,Lewes and Francis. | Je 

Anthony ſucceeded his father in rhe Duchyes of Lor4c 
raine and Bar,alfo in the Countye of Yaudemont and Mikeiy 
quiſat of Ponte : and by the death of this Charles Duke| of 
Guelderlande his mothers brother, inthe ſaid Duchye'ofi 
 Gueſderlande,and in the Countye of Zurphan,leauing be4t 
hind him three children: Francis who ſucceeded in his do4 

| minions, . 
| | 


| 


”"Y 


| 
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ents minions, Anne maried vnto the prince of Orange,and Ni- 
tro! colas,firſt biſhop of Verdun , and afterwarde of Metz, and 
ters] finally (as preſently he is)earle of Vaudemonr, and at this 
| thepreſenr father in law vnto Henrye the third King of Frice. 
1thi Francis the ſuccefſour of his father Anthony , had'by 
1erly Chriſtian the daughter vnto the King of Denmarck, iſſue, 
pol) one ſonne named Charles, and two daughters. 
red | Charles the ſeconde, and ſonne vnto Francis , ſuccee- 
hin ded his father in the yere 1545. and preſently hueth , ha- 
forquing to wife Claude the daughter of King Hentye the fe- 
that cond by whom he hath diners children now liuing. 
ple4 - Claude, the ſecond ſonne of Rene Duke of Guiſe and 
ccai Baron of Ginuille,repayred vnto theFrench courte,where 
elfe; in ſhorr ſpace he obreined the gouernement of Champa- 
- vn gne and Burgundye , and marying Anthoyniet of Bourbon 
thet.aunt vnto the Jate King of Nauarre he had by her,iſſuc fix 
f' Si; ſonnes, namely Francis,Charles,Claude,Lewes,Rene,and 
Kingthe great Prior of France: of whom, bur eſpecially of Fran- 
5 olcis, who after his father was Duke of Guiſe , and finally 
cal;{layne by Poltrort at the ſiege of Orleans, and of Charles 
Anz afterward Cardinall of Lorraine , we wil hereafter ſpeake 
with more largelye , not omitting what ſo may be incident tou- 
ſto! ching rhe orher brethren, of whom Claude obreined the 
away Dutchye of Aumale, and was ſlaine at the ſiege of Roche), 
iled;Rene cnioyedthe Marquiſatof Allebeufe;Lewes was crea- 
" re4ted Cardinallof Guiſe, and the yongeſt was made' great 
y hisPrior ofFrance. M2 | 
ce of | Iohnthe thirde ſonne of Rene,and biſhop of Metz, was 
heitthrough grear ſure vnto Leo the renth elee Cardinall mn 
wr the yere 1518, and afterward being ordinarily reſident m 
| |the French courte,obteyned great favour with King Fran- 
Lor-cisthe firſt, for he nquer medled with matters of cſtate;but 
apt = ouer his time in pleaſure. | 
:e| of - The other two ſonnes, namely Lewes and Francis dyed 
fem the warres,the one in the realthe of Naples , and the 0- 


: 


 be-ther at the battayle of Pauie. 
s do - Dake Anthony the firſt ſonne , was of a reaſonable good 
ons; - diſpoſition, 


L 4 


| | 
| 
| | 


diſpoſition, and voluntarily came yhto 
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yon. vnto; King, : 


— 


Francis , and there did; him: hommage 
Bar, ſhewing him ſel{e very {oryefor his fence which he. 
had commitred in ſeckingrodefraude te 

cis ofthe Duchyc of Gueldetlande, which he pretended | 
to fall to bim by ſucceſlion in rhe right of his mother : For 
he had practiſed by.one lames Canis the, Borowmaſter of 
Nemegue,torayſc the commons,and keepe the ſaid King 


our of his poſſettion:but then) ſeing that the people would: 
not accept him, bur” had ſubmirrec them ſelues vato the! 
Duke of Clexclande., he fought all meanes poſlible to be. 


reconciled, & to cure this Skarre, which through the he!pe 


and fauour of his brother lohng Cardinal of Lorraine, he 


ſoone brought to paſlc, and King Francis did geedy pars 
don,and forgiue.nim. ; 


This Cardinal Iohn was tiled merdehi of bene-|| 


kces aliuezas might plainly be petceiued bythe eſtate wher: 
into he brought the whole French Churth: : but b!cauſe he! 
otherwiſe was of areaſonable courteous diſpoſition, great 
ſpcnder, and therewithall very game all: was taken uh 
meetly good parte. 


"The third "#5 who was Duke of Guile, "oi Geber 


vnto this Duke of Guile and Cardinal |of Lorraine with 
the reſt; was neuer -putin any. great credite,,neirher had 
the charge of any wajghrie attayres committed vnto him. 
For his lcading of che Kinges [power without this loue or 
leaue into Lorraine to the. ſuccour of his. þrother Duke 
Anghony ;who,as the ralke-went,was ſore ouerlayed with 
Anabaptiſtes, was takety in' yery tuil parte , and him ſelfe 
(bad nor the Conſtable at tharrime great maſter and Mar- 
ſhal of France entreated for him)would King Francis:haue 
committed vnto priſon and hargely dealt withal: For King 
Francis was ſuch an one as would. nor- permit thoſe who 


wichour his owne liberalitie were of themſchues'of no re+ 
purarion , ſo farre ro encroche ypan his-auforitic;as aps 


the Duchy e of. ; 


ſame King Fran-, 


n= 


| 


| 


— 


peared at another time,when the ſaid Lord of Guiſe being 
goucrnour of Burgundye, fought ro enrer into the caſtle o 
Auſſonne 


; 
| 
| 
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Auſſonne, which ar that time was a ſeucral charge, and in 
the cuſtodie of afrench gentleman of the rerinewe of the 
Marquiſe of Rotelin, named the Lord of Rouueray, who 
withſtoode him & forbade him the entrie theriato, which 
the ſaid de Rouueray durſt not haue done, in caſe the (zid 


Lord of Guiſe had bene aprince, who for that cauſe com- 


plained vnto King Francis, but he for that deede greatly 
commended the ſayd gentleman, and laughed to ſcorne 
him,who vadertooke the perſon of a prince of his blood, 
[This Duke pinched tothe quicke, and did extremely per-- 
Jecute diuers marchantes of the beſt rownes of France,bur 
finally beginning with the marchants of Paris,who hither- 
to were not accuſtomed vnto the ra{or, the whole citic 
rooke vpon them the matter , and cauſed his commithons 
to be reuoked, impriſoning ſome of his promoters, where- 
at the reſt vaniſhed away like ſnow againſt the ſunne: for 
which cauſe he coceiued ſo gricuous an hatred againſt the 
inhabitanrs therof, that neither for dearth or plenty,what 
abundance of corne, wine, or other viduals ſo cuer rhere 
were within the cofitrey of Champagne or Bourgundy, du- 
ring his gouernement. of either of them, the ſaid citie of 
Paris could ever come by any, either for money or lone 
without plentie of letters of marre,which were ſweerely 
payed for and decrely boughr . howbcitby tharmeancs he 
neuer after durſt dealc with any whole eſtate or commu- 
nalty,notthat he therefore quite quayled, bur ſtill hauked 
after confiſcations here and there, and (o lighrely metre 
with one or other: wherefore his whole rigourous force he 
executed ouer the inhabitants of his owne/1uriſdiion, 
whom he euen flaiced with al extremitie , which was the 
cauſe, rhat King Henry through his fathers aduice, would 
neuer afrer- commit ynto him any matter of weight , al- 
though his rwo eldeſt ſonnes the Duke'of- Guiſe-and' the 
Cardinal of Lorraine did beare great {way , for hewas at 
char ſtaye,thar codutting his children vnto the court gare, 
he there leftthem,and fo returned backe againe”, whereot 
1 doubt whetherthe father or children ought moſt ro have 
1-H B. }. bene 
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bene aſhamed: Finally this man dyed through poyſon, and 
as became a-good Chriſtian , pardoned thoſe prone who | | 
miſtaking hun for an other , had haſtened the courle of | | 
his dayes. f | | E 
His childre did his brother Cardinallobn aduice, who 
ſcing himſelfe furniſhed # many benetices, choſe Charles 
ro be his ſuccefiour,whom a fewe yeres he' maintained in 


' 
' 


'T | 
| | houſe of the college of Nauatrre,from whence he was preferred to | 


If | 


tic gouernment of the Dauphine.For although in France 
were 20 want of men farre more meet ro yndertake ſuch a 
charge,and execute that funRion,yer didxthe credit of his 
vncle lohn procure this fauour atthe handes of the 'great 
King Francis, rogether * ſome tokens of his quick wit and 
capacitic herein,al which notwithſtiding,during F reigne | 
of the ſaid great King Francis,they were not of any eſtima- 
tio: For this Charles was fimplie named Jord of Reims, & 
his brother Fracis, Earle of Aumale,their farther being yer 
living, &rhe reſt of the brethre were forced to preferre & 
thruſt the ſclues forward with might & maine.Again, King 
Francis was not ignorant:that theſe men! might ſtirre vp 
coales and- procure ſome broiles,ynder pretence of the 
counties of Proucnce and Anjou,and fo trouble the ſtate, 
vpon which cauſes he credited them no fyther then nee. 
des he muſt. In decede he {o highly honoured the beautie 


of their eldeſt fiſter,as thar he permitted her at the en- 


tric of Queene Eleanor to be atrired;in Princefle araye, 
although afterward percciuing theſe ſtrangers to preuaile 
as if they had alreadie bene Princes of France, he denied 
the wife of the Marquiſe of Maine of the|mancel royal . It 
is not alſo ynknowen how the ſame King, toward his end 
made but ſmal accompt of the Conftable,who therefore 
withdrew him ſelf vato his owne houſe, the chiefe- occa- 
ſion of which diſpleaſure aroſcof rhar, that-rhrough the 
commendation of the ſaid Conſtable,his ſonne the Dati» 
phine Henry had reteined into his fauour the ſaid Lords of 


_ Guiſe,the conſequence whereof he doubred. Their alliice 


alſo vnto the daughter of the great Scneſchal of Norman- 
| | dic, 
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die, whom al that #ime the ſaid Dauphin kepe, caufed thar 
the ſame King Frafies who before had 'highlyfanoured 
her;did now alſo difdaacand'thiſlike her. This Ladie who 
was called che'gretir Seneſehal;was daughter vnto theate 
lord of S. Valhers,and with her owne maydenhead redee- 
med her fathers life, but afterward ro the'grear reproche 
and flander of our France,after ſhe was'halfe ſpenr,was gi- 
n&to the Dauphine Henrie, whoſe hearte ſhe o ſtedfaſtly 
wore, as that finally ſhe was created Ducheffe of 'Valen- 
tinois,and in cffitbecameQueene wetens rome 
the houſe of Guiſe accoimpring heras a conuemient bridge, 
by thewhich they might pafſe ouer intoFrance, 'did'think 
irmecte totake holde of (6 good an occafion , although ir 
werein effe& buran homelic ſhifr,and rherefore- procured 
the marriage of their thirde brother, afrerward Duke of 
Aumale,vnto the yongeſt daughrer of this ſaid Senefehal, 
by whoſe meanes, they the further infinured them ſclues 
jmro King Henries favonr ; ypon whom inthe meane time 
they praiſed two ſeueral drifts; wherein we may as/in a 
glaſſe behold the reſt of theirbehauiours toward the eſtate 
of -France. > 4! 
- Fitſt by meanes of -this Seneſchal they'preſumed fo 
farre, as to attempt ito: wreſt from the DauphiaeHenrie 
a promiſe of reſtauration-vnto the counties of Prouence 
and Anjou, as part of a dowrie roward this their brothers - 
marriage: Howbeit as God doeth for the moſt part,cuen 
by the fmpleſ perſons abate the pride and crueltie of rhe 
mighrieſt, ſo likewiſe did he now cauſe the onely counre= 
nance ofthe Lord de la Chefnay to force the moſt ſhame- 
fully,and cuen as ir were in deſpite of rheir hearrs, ro re- 
leaſe this grant; being in this only reſpeR'ro' be-actomp- 
ted happie, that through the throwing of the ſatme'into 
the fire, they did alfo'therewithal conſume and: reduce 
into aſhes the aſſured proofe and manifeſt deteQion of 
their rrayterous/ fellonie , conſidering that in caſe King 
Francis had but once had anie inckling of the ſame, it 
would hauc bene the vrter; extirpation and yndoing not 
$35 B. ij. onlic 
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if onlic of them ſelues, bur of the great $eheſchal allo,.; 
|! Let vs now.therefore proccede ynro the ſecond point 
| | which: was this. On the one fide; King! Francis not Jong 
is before his deceafſe was much /arcompanzed with rwo per- 
i! ſons of | whome he made greataccompt :The one was the 
Ve, Cardinal of .Lournen chaneeler pf thegrder, and Maſter 
mr of his.chappel:The: other wasthe Lord Annebaut Marſhal 
WH and Adfjnital of, France, atid belides both theſe there, was 


3h; the Conſtable alſo, who notynhſtanding he camengtro 
tf &he:court; yer did he retcine the office of great Maſkerof 
| France;Qarthe:other fide the Davphine was cntangled 
| with the. Ladie-grear-Senelchal, vpon whom two of the 
1 brethren's6f Guile did continually atrend, namely Francis | 
Earle of Aumale,and CharlesLordiof Reims becauſe af | 
The allinnee aforeſaid, al which notwithſtanding, yer was 
he moſtaddifted ynto the. Lotdibf S.Andrews, whole fa- 
Bi ther.had bene his gouernour, -Now then ſcing chat.rthe 
| ficknes,whereof the late King Francis the firſt died; was 
long and in moſt of the phiſitions opinions 1n maner incu. 
; rable,the Lords of Guiſe perſudded the aforeſaid Dau 
Fl phine thar fo ſone as he had gotten poſſeſſion of the 
a! trowae, he ſhould ſer forth an edift;the contents whereof 
were,thatno man ſhould from thence foxth retaine in his 
hands two offices, by meancsof the which they promiſed 
yntochem clues the ſpoyle of che noblemen aforeſaide, 
beſides that vnder colour cherof they might haue free ac- 
"I ceſle vnro'the handling of thewhole eſtare,and ſoin ume 
Fr atteine-vnto theiraſpiring drifts & purpoſes,and that the 
rather,becauſe they percciued none of the Princes of the 
blood ouer haſtie ro intrude them ſ{elues thereinto. 
Howbcitnow before we go any ſurther,we haue to coft- 
dertwo other notable chices which happened preſently ar 
' Fran- the deathof King Francis afore named. This King lying on 
atech his death bed, called for his ſonne the ;Dauphine tothe 
; 1019ſe of end familtarly to talke with him. In which communication 
"7, Tikeas the foule approching ynto his departure, is for the 
fl moſt part more free and deuoyde of worldly Iy 
| burdens 
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burdens and al other tranſitoric affaires, and ſo:conſe- 
quendyleflc tied ynto the bodie,alſo chat in manera! men 
4n that gxtremiric, time andplace do entreat ypon! more = 
myſticalond keauenly raarrer,then before time they: are 
wont, yea Gtuers througha certaine preſcience ofthings - 
to come, which furpafſcth mans natural vnderſtanding 
and reaſon, do prognoſticate of thatthar is moſt likely ro 
Happen: cuch ſonow among diuers other aduzrtiſements 
and notable inſtruftions which this King gaue vnro. his 
ſonne,one was,tharhe defired,yea:and charged him: nor 
_rodeale with the Children of Guiſe, neither ro. permir 
theny ro have any rule in the affayres of the cſtare! : For 
ſaith he; have manifcſtlyperceiucd and amwel affured 
tharthe-whole Rock of chE 38 naught, alſo that in caſe-you 
rranſgrefſe this my, nrecept, they ave roſtrip you int your 
doubler&yourſubie term their ſhirtes. This admoniri- 
on deſerued borttobe marked &pur in-excurion,burthe 
ſimplicitie of the Dauphine; being bewicched by this/Se- 
neſchal rogether & Gods heauy dulpleaſtireagamſt Frace, 
would .not permit the childexo fallowe his fathers \coun- 
faile, which in this caſe proutd bur oucrrrne,for his afhc- 
ming the whole race of themto be naught; did ſhorlye 
afrer prouc ir ſelfe cerraine: The ſame day that this grear 
King Francis Icrhis life at Rambouillet,whereas rhe Dau- 
phine for very ſorowe and griefe, ſeeing his father lic in 
fuch extremitie,and rherewithal being ina maner ouer- | 
come, was layed downe vpon his wiues bed , -who the 
whiles ſat ypon the floore ſhewing greattokens of anguiſh 
and heauines,the great Scneſchal & the Duke: of Guile 
who yet was but Earle of Aumale walked there alſo, al- 
though contraryly affe&ed, for the was very pleaſant and 
ioyful, ſeeing the time. of her triumph drawe on,and 
he ſtil from time to time walked ro the doore rothear- 
ken after newes, vfing alwayes at his returne this phraſe, 
Now the yonker goeth his waies,but had not char fonkr, 
(ſeing ir pleaſed him ſo to tearme him)bene, both he and 
the reſt of his whole familic had bene bur ſimple ynder- 
| B. ijj. lings 
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But now ro our former matten, let vs marke theexecu- 
tion'otthe foreaamed ed:i&t;concermng retainung of ſun- 
drie-offices-Fhe ſame being concluded ypon, & King Fr i» 


hoſe «cis dead, was pur'in praftale before it was eyther ſene or 
[ce do pubilithcd. For prelerly the Lord ofReims diiplaced 5Car» 


le the 


1:21 of wkorin|eipleaſure refigncd ro: the his maſterthip of the. 


THCN., 


dinzl of Tournon. of his office of Chanceler of the order, 
clappel alſo: The Admiral d' Annebaurloſte his office of 
Marſhalſhip: likewiſe nowe therfore I wil: procede to; the 
Grear Maſterſhip,for the obteinimng whereof the Guiſtans 
were importunate, mouing King Henry|to write ynta the 
Conſtablerhat before his c6ming tothe court, he Nibuld 
by proxy rcligne one of his offices, carher the Coſtabloſhip 
or c|sghe great maſterſhip,t6r they ſuppoled thathe would 
ſtil kepe rhe Conſtableſhipas. being of greare audtoriry & 


credue. But were it thatehe King was at! that time derer- 


: 


| 


mined * exempt; his pollippe from their ambnion,or els 
that helſought.through the others volunrarie reſignation 


: 


ro wry the ſaid cfhice ytothe Marſhal of S. Angdrewes, | 


to whome he hadalready broken'his minde, tothe end 


by ſuch ordinaty meanes ro ſuppreſſe ſome part of the fu+ | 
' rious 2ttempres of the Eatte of Aumale and his brother, 
or what other otcaficn ſoever there were.yet certain itis 


thathe wrote to the ſaid Coſtable with alſpced ro repaire 


to him;þut not to refigne any of his eſtares, referring that 


ynto their: owne private communication. at their Next 


meeting, After bis coming/the King who before euen bur 
c 


ncd withcarncf zcale & defire to ſee the 121d Conſtable, 


whoſo long had bene abſent out of his ſight, was now ſo | 
farre fr taking from him any of bis eſtates, that contra» 
riwiſe at their fiſt embraſings he'protefied him ſelf ro be 

a that he had in his hands|np office worthy his per 
fon, & therefore in reſpe& of ſuchidefavit;the more to ho- 


aſhame 


nour 2 55 "005i £20 yelded and preſcnred vnto his ſaid | 
goſiip bis owne perſon. Now the Lord of Reims had got- - 
zen the great ſcale, and the Earle of Aymalc had ſealed 


vpon | 


: , ' 0 
: % 
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on the keies of the caſtle, as a ſcafine fallen ro himeuen 
by: ſuccettion:But hearing rhe King call to the one ro rven« 
der thc keyes,and command the other to carry ihe:{cale 
ynto the great maſter,whereby they ſhould be diwwarne- 
ceſſarily roflepe vnder the locke of the {aid great Maſter, 
walke at the comandement of theConſtable, & not m an 
wiſe to dealc in matters of c{tare without the ſaid goflips 
permiſſion, it may be caſy for eche man to comprehende 
into what partthe affections of theſe brethren were bent: 
Secing alſo atthe fame tnſtanc an other citare of Marſhal 
of France ercted ro the behoote of Iames of Albon 
Jorde of S. Andrews, which was euen the laſt office rhat 
remained inthe Kinges hands, vpon the which as vpon 
his laſt refuge, the Earle of Aumale had fixed his whole 
hope and truſte, 
This therfore hath bene one of the foiidations & rootes Thesz 
of their quarell againſt the Conſtable and hs progenie, grace 
wherein beſides their manifeſt injuric offered vntotheir ;opard 
owne perſons, in this reſpette,they haue alſo thewed them Coſt 
ſelues verye vathankfulroward the ſaid Conſtabl2: For 
itis not ynknowen vnto all thoſe, who duringe the reigne 
of the great King Francis had anie dealings in mattersof 
eſtare,thatas wel the father as allo the vncles of rhe ſaid 
Lords of Guiſe,had neuer any more affurcd or faithful 
friend in France then the ſaid Conſtablc,who long before 
their comming into that country was alreadic 10 great 
creditte and eſtimation with his P;ince, and afterward 
with incredible fauour did ſucccede two great maſters of 
France, the one the Lord of Boily his coufin germaine, 
the other the Duke of Sauoy his Father in Law,and ftinal- 
Jy atreined vnto the hieſt degree next vnder the Princes 
of the kings blood, that cuer any man(of whar eſtate, con- 
trey, or condicion ſo cucr he were) might clime vnto in 
France. To him onely aboue al orher(1 ſay ) is the whole 
generation of Guiſc bound & beholding tor their deſcent 
from a Princefſe of France and daughter of Vendoſme, 
| becauſc that he the ſaid conſtable was the motioner of the 
B.it9. marriage 
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marriage berwene their father and mother, who alreadie 
nothing hoping or once thinking ypon anie {o good hap, 
had begonnero caſt his cyc toward another Ladie of farre 
meaner eſtate andcalling. Againe, the onely requeſt and 


peticion of the Conſtable were of ſufficient force in their 


behalfe, arthe rerurnc of King Francis our of Spaine to 
.keepe free their father our of priſon, for his leading of 
the Kings, power and forces into. Lorraine withour the 
{aid Kings Joue or leaue, yea,and to reſtore him againe in- | 
to fauour. Again,after the deceafſe of the Kings davghter, 
who was Queene of Scots,and that the King of Scots was | 
defirous rotake another wife in France,the Conſtable was: 
rhe only preferrer of the ſaid Lords of Guiſes hſter, the | 
late Queene, mother ynto Marie. Stuard now Queene, | 


who by his meanes was preferred before many other both 


more martiageable and meecte for ſuch a man then her 
ſclfe. Howbear I can nor denic but that it was neceflariero- | 
ſend her into places vnknowen,for that whiles ſhe remai- | 
.ned at Nancy ſhe endeuouredrto haue forſaken the court | 
of Lorraine, and hauc yelded her perſon vnto the Abbor' 
of Beaulicu great vncle vnto the Jare Duke of Bouillon, 


yea had notthe Countefle of Lignanges warned the Lady 


Rene of Bourbon of her determination, ſhe had afſured- 


ly departed with the ſaid Abbot into his cloyſter of Beau- 
l:cu. For the which praiſe the afore named Abbot was 


' rewarded with the natural! courtches of this race: for after 


: 


rat ypantheir fidelities he had yelded him ſelf intotheir 
clawed that it ſeemed they had forgotten the wanton 
nes of rheir ſaid ſiſter, they procured his murder at yn- 
wares, accompanying their crueley both with pcriuric and 
great ingratitude:For notwithſtanding the houſe of Sedan 
hath alwaies ſtood the race of Lorraine in grear ſteade, 
yet haue the Lords of Guiſc in divers wiſe fince perſecu- 


red rhe ſame. | 
Now therefore to returne ynto their ingratitude to- 


warde the Conſtable. King Henrie the ſecond comming 
vnto the crowne inthe ycre 1 5 4 6,and hauing,as is afore- 


ſaid, 
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ſaid, committed the whole regiment therof vnto his good 
goſlippe the Conſtable, did ſhortly after take the Earle of 
Aumale, his brother the Lord of Reims, and the Lords 
of Sedan and of S., Andrewes, and preſentthem vntothe 
ſaid Conſtable with theſe wordes. Goflippe,theſe ſchol- 
lers do1 giue ynto you, to the end they may learne of you, 
and obey you as my ſelte : I pray you traine them vp in 
my affaires, ſothar vnder you during your life they may 
' do me ſeruice. And then turning vnto them he ſaid, Ido 
iue you this man for your tather and Scholemaſter : him 
Fwd and honour, doing whatſocuer he thal command, for 
 myſelfe do accompt him my father, and the moſt deare 
friend and faithful ſeruant which eucr my father had, 'or 
my ſelfe may hauc. 
Afterward the ſaid Lords of Guiſcs father at his next 
meeting with the Conſtable ſaid vnto his ſonnes. Behold 
your father, for my ſelte hath he alſo created: him honour 
and ſerue, for we al be bound ſo to do. 

The teſtimonie alſo of 5 late Cardinal their yncle,which 
he gaue in the preſence of the Cardinal of Lenoncourr 
deſcribeth more plainely their duerics vnto the Conſta- 
ble, for it was pronouncedin his abſcnce,and they praQti- 
ſing ſome conſpiracic againſt him. Take heede, ſayd he,of 
diſpleaſing that man, for had nothe bene, both your fa- 
ther and whole kindred had had cnough to do, neither 
ſhould your ſelues have cuer atteined vnto thar eſtate 
wherein you are now placed,nor your fiſter neither: euen 
my ſelf am in his debt for mine owne promotion, and for 
wharſocuer fauour,comoditie or credittharT] haue reaped 
at the hands of rhe Jare King. Al which admonitions were 
neuerthelefle not of ſufficient forcero reftraine them fro 
practifing as wel openly as prmately the oucrthrow of the 
ſaid Conſtable,notwithſtanding that ſo long as King Hen- 
ric Jiued, their driftcs came but-ro {mal purpoſe, in deede 
during the raigne of Francis the ſecond they were even 
with him,and paid for their ſcholing,as hereafter more ar 
large wilappeare. \ 
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The origi-  We'hauc alreadie ſpoken of the marriage of their bro= 
xl of the ther the Marquiſe of Maine: vnto the great Seneſchals 
nalice of daughrer,which was the firſt roote of their hacred againſt 
| theGuif- the Lord of Chaſtillon, afterward Admiral of France, the 
| mt againſ.which through new occurrences hath ſince ſo encrealgd, 
14 he Admi/- that finally they haue brought both him & al his brethien 


| 
fubuerrted the whole eſtate of Francc:we are co vnderſtid 
chat che Conſtable ſeeking rhe prefermce of hisnephues,:/| 5 
did abour cighrene yeres ſince procure vnto the eldeſt: ; 
brother of the houſe of Chaſtillon che degree of a Car-. , 
dinal, which in that time:through ignorance and ſuperſti- | 
ious zeale was greatly defired among al eſtates, and|af- ; 
terward did by al conuenient meanes aduance as it were f 
ſteppe by ſteppe the other two brethren laſper and Fran-. i 
cis, into al commiſſions and offices of warfare both by ſea ] 
and Jand, by meancs whereof they hauing obtcined grear (| 
credite among the whole nobilitic, itwas an caſie matter x 
for the Admiral then but Lord of Chaſtilion, as wel f 
through the ſupport of his ſaid vncle the Coſtable, as allo, x, 
in reſpet of the debates and quarels that then were pro- xj 
ſecuted berwene the Lords of Dampierre & S.Andrewes, 0: 
to infinuate him {elfe into/ the efpectal favour of King 
Henrie then Dauphine.This the Earle of Aumale percet- yi 
uing,whoin thoſe dates was in leaſt reputation with King th 
Francis, he thought it meere for the atteining of the |faid d; 
Dauphines good wil, to toyne in familiaritie and firaght of 
Jeague with the ſaid Lord of Chaſtillon, which familiaritie d( 
eche of them ſo firmely obſerucd forthe ſpace of foure or bg 
five yeres,thattheſe two Lords could nor live one withoutyj 
at other, butas a token of their more mutual agreemet,didba 
for the moſt parr apparel chem ſelues daily in like ſores ofD 
raimert.In the meane time it ſo fel our 5 the father of theſe D 


Lords of Guiſe,purpoſing the preferment of his familie byC; 
4 


| 
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* almeanes poſſible , ſought ro toyne his third ſonne the 
s: | Mrquiſe of Maine 1n marriage vnto the yongeſt dabgh- 
ſt ter ot the great Seneſchal, the morher being as then the 
Ee Daupbines hatJor. Of this marriage the EaiJe of Aumale 
JI, couldin nowilc like, and forthat cauſe ſearing roproucke 
N the Dauphine againſt him ſelfc. he brake the matter vnro 
er his companion the Lord of Chaſtil/on,defiring him;as his 
es eſpecial friend, to giue him ſome good counſaile how he 
re might herein behaue him ſe]fe, farming, and that euen 
Nt wich teares, rhar whatſocuer might happen, he could ne» 
id yer giuc his conſent thereunto . The Lord of Chaſtillen 
S, ſecking rocomtort him, cndeuoured to appeaſc-bim, and 
lt after ders debating of the matter betwene them, their 
r-. rcfolune determination was, that better were an inche of. Ate 
ti- choritie with henonr,then a whole fathome with ſhame. Howbeir 
af- after this refolution,the Earle of Aumale did (o farre ſtray 
Te from following the aduice whercin before he had ſo ob- 
n- ſtinate]y vetfilied, tha) now to the end to diſplace the ſaid 
ſea Lord of Chaſtills out of al fauour with the Dauphine, he 
eat ſhewed the Marſhal of Vieille ville their comon j11Ed. how 
tcr that he could hardly haue beleued that the Lord of Cha- 
vel Rillon had ſo enuicd his honour and aduancement,asthus 
110. ro haue encouraged him to withſtand the aforeſaid mar- 
r0- riage. T his therfore was one occaſion of their diſpleaſure, 
es, of the reſt we wil ſpeake more in place conuenient. 
ng... Through this mariage one of the brethren is now pro» -74,, pref? 
re uided for,ict vs therefore procede to the preferment of ſer ef the 
ing.the reſt. Duke Rene their gridfather maried Margaretthe 7, he of 
faid daughter and one]y heire of William Duke of Tancaruille ;, iſe fo 
ghtof rhe houſe of Harcourt in Normandie,by whome they getting 6 
1e doe enioye the Countic d' Aumale,the Marquiſate d'Al- awife, 
c of beufe & a} other their poſſeſſions in France, except Gin- 
joutuille: But becauſe this ladie was crouchbacked and found 
,didbarren,he forſooke her, and as is aforeſaid. married the 
s of Duke of Guelderlands ſiſter, by whome he had iſſue the 
heſeDuke Anthony,the Duke of Guiſe their father, and the 
> byCardinal)John their vncle , Duke Anthonic(as they pre- 
- | reng) 
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THE LEGEND OF THE | 
rend)was borne during the life of his firſt wife, and left a 
ſonne named Francis who was father to Charles ar this: | 
preſent Duke of Lorraine, whom at his deccafe he-lefr: 
very yong,as hauing ſcarce atreined the third yere of his 
age. Then ( as for the moſt part it ſti] chanceth, that wi- | 
dowes & orphanes are commonly entangled in the ſnares 
of the wicked and couerous)the Earle of Aurnale began | 
ro beſtirre him ſecking to haue founde a dore open into 
the Duchy,by publiſhing Duke Anthony to be abaſtard: | 
Bur ſeingrhar he could not wel bring his purpoſe ro paſſe 
. beforehe had gotten ar the leaſt one foote 1nto the ſaid | 
Duchy, he fought by al meanes poflible the marriage of 


Chriſtian the widowe of the late Duke Francis. Howbeir | | 


ſhe being both wiſe and of pood capacitie, according to 
the nature ofa good mother entending the preſeruation | 
and maintenace both of the country and orphane,aſpired 
vntothe cuſtodie of the one through the wardſhip of 'the 
other,and therfore kepr this haſtic wooer in breath, who 
through her marriage aſſured him ſelfe of the ſame ward- 
ſhip,which afterward might. yeld vnto him a fatourable_ 
and honeſt entrye ynto the poſſcfiion of this defired Du- 
chie. And therefore preſently vpon the marriage of their 
brother the Marquiſe of Maine, altheſe Lords of Guiſe in 
criumphknt wiſe haſted into Lorraine there to pur the, 
widowe in ful poſſefiion of the wardlhip of her ſorine.Bur | 
ſoſone as ſhe had gorren her deſired pray , ſhe gane them ! 
a roſemaric wipe, diſmiflingithem & ſending them away 
with fleas in their cares, vtterly diſapointed of their pur- 

ſe. pad || 
" Mauind therefore thus miſſed of their intent againſt 
their couſin germaine, (for the Duke of Lorraines father 
and they were brothers children) they caſt*forth their 
nettes toentrappe their other kinſefolke onthe mother 
fide,(for likewiſe the King of Nauarre and they were bro- 
thers and fiſters children.) They therefore endeuored to 
ſtoppe the mariage betwene| TIane d'Albret princefſe of 
Nauarre & Anthony of Bourbon Duke of Vendoime m 
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warde king of Nauarre : But as a widowe ſtanding in ſome 
neede ofrheir helpe,coulde cloſcly deſpiſe rhem,cuen ſo 
could a Kings daughter,who regarded nor their aid,open 
ly diſdaine them: For(ſaid ſhe toKing Henty who motio-» 


| nedthe marter vnto her) would you: my Lord withe thar 


of her,who by ductic ought cuen to-cary vp my trayne, I 


' ſhould make my lifter in Law ? either thatthe daughter of 


the Ducheſſe of Valentinois ſhould go cheeke by joule 


with me?with which anſwere the King tound him ſelfe ſa- 
' riſked, and therefore ncuer communed any further |with 
' herinchat reſpeR, which cauſed the Guifians from thar 


time forwarde ro bende their whole driftcs againſt him 


| ſelfe, making him finally to pay for their mariage in maner 


and forme following, 


| - Hercules d'Eſte Duke of Ferrara,had a daughter whom 


he loucd better then his owne wife:For it is not ynknow- 
ento all the worlde after what maner in her life time he 
entreated the noble Lady Rene, the daughter of King 
Lewes the twelfth, comonly called 5 father of the people: 


 neitheris any ma who had to deale in thoſe dajes in mat- 
ters of eſtate, ignoritypon what confiderativs ſhe was de-. 
nicd vnto-ſo many noble perſons who ſued for her mari- 


ape, &then finally placed in ſo baſe eſtate as was Ferrars, 


This Duke had I wot nor what ſhare in certaine poulders, 
| boulers and munition, with ſuch other like traſh which 
| he had beſtowed to his owne behoofe, & yer now ſoughr 


ro make our King to pay for the ſame , which in'the 
time of King Francis he coulde nor Coe, for he knew ouer 


wel whatjugling had therin bene pradiiſed againſt him. 


oP 


Tao be brietc,his right herein did this Duke giuc in mari- 
age with his daughter, and King Henry payed for it, whoſe 
lenitie made them to waye downe to much on that ſide, 


 andboldlyto vadertake greater matters, whereuntothey 


added yet an other dritte,which was,that accomodating 
themſclues vnto al kinde of pleaſures,or delighres corret> 
pondent vnto the age of the King,rhey vied him as a foun 
dered horſe;or ſtale, ouer whome they might the farther 

caſt 
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eaſt their ſight. I neede not here rchearſe their infamous 
dealings, for the very walles , beds: and candleſtickes of | 
their houſe of Reims and other their Manours can beare 
more then ſufficient record thereof, in tharthey have (as | 
we may ſay)euen bluthed atſuch whoredomes, fornicari« | 
ons,and baudrics as the Guilians hauc bene miniſters and 

aſliſtanrs of, i | 
Thence haue they proceeded forwarde: For th ey v were | 
ſo maleperte as to counſaile King Henry to ſend his. wife | 
Katherine de Medicis home into Italic, wherupon had not : 
the Conſtable and Cardinal of Chaſtillon withſtaode | 
their dererminati6s,ſhe had afſuredly repaſled the Alpes: | 
howbeit afterwarde truſting that ſhe ſhould haue remai- | 
ned barren(which was theit whole defire) they yer Iued 
m hope of recoucring the Counties of Prouence and An- | 
Jou, yea and peraduenture of the crowne of France itſelfe 
which was one cauſe of their alliice vnto the daughtrerof 
that great Scneſchal and manifeſt harlot, rhrough whoſe 
meanesthey ſought ro drinke vp as with a ſponge alithe 
ſubſtance of this poore kingdome, for the atteining wher- 
unto they firſt procured to her the cuſtome commonly cal 
Jed, Tillerage (which isas much to ſay, as an incredible 
ſumme of money rifing of the renewing of the offices of | 
the whole realme, which ſumme,if all at once it ſhould be 
disbourſed, would ſurpaſle the prodigalitic of al Princes 
ra eucr were)hoping after her ro enioye the ſame them 

es. 

During theſe matters,che Lord of Reims gaping after 
more promotions,whereby he might che better order his 
intents,through the meancs of the aforeſaid Seneſchall 
obteyned fauourable letters from King Henry ro Pope 
Paul the thirde,who in that time curryed fauour with all 
Chriſtian princes,to the end through their ayde to be re» 
uenged of the Emperour Charles the fifth,for the death 
of his abominable ſonne Perer Lewes, whercby alſo the 
Lord of Reims (whome the Seneſchal called bur maſter | 
Charcepticd his own bagges with the ſale of his maſters 

fauour. 
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 ry,that 5 Earledome of Aumale was erected into a Duchie ans dealj 
| therbyro haſtenthe marriage of his brother Francis vnto with Cart 
| theaforenamed Duke of Ferraras daughter,which ſhortly 7244 Tohrs 


| face inFrance any more , albeit howſocucr it came to 


| could;through akinde of importunarenes nor farre diffe- 


| to make his vncle defirous ro forſake.the courte, procu- 
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fauour. By meancs therefore of theſe letters, about the-end Charles 
of Iulieintheyeare 1547 he was created Cardinal, vypon made Cay- 
occafion whereof ynder pretence as wel of the Council inal. 
of Beatogne,as alſo of many orheraffaires which him ſelife 
deuticd,he vndertooke a yoiage into Italic,through other 
two principal motions. The fir{t was forthe concluding of 
the mariage aforcſaid of his brother ynto the Duke of Fe+ 
rara his daughter. The other to the end ro ſhew his perſs, 
and {& be knowen in Rome, whereby he mighr intime ro 
come the better order his driftes and deuiſes. Being there 
he tooke ypon him the title of Cardinalof Anjou, butin- 
ro what peri}, through that preſumpruous folly,he brought 


him ſelte,moſt men doknowe . For had not the great Se- 
ne{chalſiood his friend, he neuer durſt have ſhewed his 


paſſc,he was compelled ro leaue his title of Anjou bes» 
yond rhe Alpes,and 2t his returne ro acceptthe ſurname 
of his anccſtours and country, whereupon we ſhal hereaf- |, 
ter cal him(as him ſelfe hath eſpecially after his vncles 
deceafle done) the Cardinal of Lorraine. , 
At his coming home to $ court he ſo Jaboured king Hen- 794 Gif 


after was conſummare. After this time began they ro pro» chetr nc 
cure their owne aduancements,and to lay the foundation 
of their ryrannicouer al men both: riche and poore in 
France, We wil therefore begin with their vncle Cardinal 
Iohn,who was the initrument rorranſlate maſter Charles 
from the College of Nauarre ynto the Courte. Notfor- 
bearing vntil that through his deceaſe he might enriche 
them with his benchces,they neuer lett(elpectally maſter 
Charles)to pluck fro vnder his elbow al thar poſlibly they 


rent fro mecre violence. This good nephue found meanes 


ring vnto him ſuch ſcruancs as pleaſed him, and a" - 
1m 
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him ofthoſe which were the moſt faichful vnder whatſoe- 
uer colour he thought beſt, and delt with him in ſuch ma- 


ner as thatro his power, he yt him cuen into his 


ſhirt:in ſo much that ſhortly a-ſoden death( for he Jized 0- 
uer long for his nephues commodiric) caried him away,at 
his returne from the elefion of Pope Iulius the third in 
the yere 1550.Ar that time did his nephuc become fa- 
mous in Rome procuring a Cardinals harfor his brother 
the Cardinal of Guiſe,the oucrliuer of al the fix brethren, 
at which time alſo was ended & conſummare the aforeſaid 
marriage of the eldeſt brother vntothe daughter of Fer- 
rara. | 

| Hauing thus vnclothed their vncle before he were rea- 
dy to goe to bed, let vs confider how they handled him 


after his death. This man dyed indetted vnto many mar- ; 


chanrs,bur eſpecially of Paris, leauing ſuch welth in mo- 
ucable goods as was great,yea and more then ſufficient to 
haue diſcharged al. After his deceafle, his creditors drew 
toward his nephue the Cardinal of Lorrain, who together 
with the Cardinal of Guiſe had raked vp al his liuings,bur 
himſcite alone had feaſed ypon al the moveables,towhom 
he anſwered that he was not his hcire: For ſuch men doe 
neucr accompt him heire,who {eaſcth vpon the goods, &, 
as the practitioners do tearme it, do medle with the inhe- 
ritance,but him onely,who ſaith,] am he.Burnowno man 
ſpake that, word, for the Cardinal of Lorraine ment to 
haue the goods of free coſt, and as for his brethren, they 
would not pay becauſe they had not the goods. Apgaine jr 
is not vnknowen that benefices by a certain rigour of Law 
are not chargeable with rhe detres : If therefore the ſaid 
Cardinal of Lorraine had arthe firſt willed moſt of them 
to looke for nothing, yetin loſing of their detres,' they 
ſhould haue bene good gainers,for then ſhould they haue 
faued both their time and coſt, which they waſted in way- 
ting almoſt two whole yeres,to know the end of this ferch 
which he cauſed one of his men to playe, rowhome he 
gaue comilion to peruſe the dettes of the party deceaſed, 


' and. 
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andthe ſame to verifie, and ſertin order as he tearmedir, 
with other ſuch like rearmes of praftiſe which ft] were in 
this commiſſioners mouth. In the meanc ome they do 
make an inuentory ſaith one,a deſcription ſairh an ocher.a 
remembrance ſayth another , but wharſoeuer ir-were, 

among althe dead mans mouables,was to be found in the 
end, nothing by the report and conſcience of his nephue 
ſaue a few olde ſtooles and ſettles, with a litle rotten 

rapeſtrye good to make ſport with al,which to be bricfe, 

was the whole inu&rory of al thar, that the Cardinal would 

not hauc:Bur the ſport was to heare his talike heteupon. 

Whenſocuer the merchants of Paris came 1n his preſence 
Me thinketh(would he ſay)cheſc fleas do bite me.an other 
time, Tuſh they be Engliſhmen, Saluters,or giuers of good 
morowes.Againe comming to the particulars, To one,he 
is an vſerer of Paris,to an other, he hath nor yer deliuercd 
his wares,to an other, he ſould it for fix times more thenat 
was worth, to another, he hath receiued ſome money in 


part of payment, to another, Nothing is dewe, Ggnifying - 


you getnothing,which title comprehended the greateſt 
nomber.But ynto thoſe ro whome he ſhewed greateſt ta» 
uour,he vſed to ſay, Help to paye your ſelues,nour meaning 
Hold forth your hands and take,bur giue and acquite:For 
when a man had forgiuen halfe, or two third partes, yea 
three quarters and more, yet looking vpon his booke,he 
ſhould inde no more recciued, then that which he had 
acquitted and forgiuen. And for the reſt, Aske would he 
ſay tome compoſlition,ſome right or priuiledge,or ſome 0+ 
ther thing of the King,and I wil healpe you vnto ir, which . 
was as good as if he ſhould haue ſaydto the merchars, Go 
eucry one of you kil oneor two,znd I wil procure your par- 
dons,for the ſale of the ſettels, ſtooles and tapeſtry was 
put of vntil che day atrer domes day. Wherevypon two no- 
table marchants among ocher,beholding this ſhameful 
dealing, did after divers motions finally offer,ro acquire 
the party deceaſed of al his dertes for one quarter, or at 
the moſt, a third part of the yerely reuenus of al his bene- 

C.j. ficcs, 


THE LEGEND OF THE 


fices,and yer could come t9 no end: partof them never- 
theles did finally obteinc, ſome aquarter, others afitth 
part, others a tenth part, ſome more, ſome lefle, but the 
greateſt number coulde ger nothing ar al. And yer for ſo 
much as ech one did acquutte,al, or atthe leaſt the moſt 
part, were driuen to giue acquittance as for money recei- 
ued,to what end ech one may ſone perceiue:namely to de» 
fragd the creditors of theit honour, & the Cardinalofthe 


my 
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'r remembrance and thinking ypon their liberalitie. Thus by 
bz litle and litle, he diſpatched away the Marchants of Paris 
hk and ſuch others,to the end the more caſily to fighr againſt 
t the mighricſt, and generally againſt al the eſtates of the 


realme, whome he and his brethren muſt neceflarilic ſub- 
due, before they can atraine to touch the white whereart 
 _ theydolecucltheir ſhot. | 
| err qua= They had wreſted a promiſe from King Henrie whiles 
'' 'for the he was Dauphine,whereby when he were King,the Coun- 
|| vchieof tic of Prouence and Duchie of Anjou ſhould returne in- 
| wjow. tothcirhids:Bur becauſe the General de la Cheſnay had 
I therfore clawed them to the quicke, that matter Jay Rtil 
IJ! ynrilthe Kings cntrieinto Angers,forthen they begun a- 
i; | freſhro quarel this Duchic, defiring the only title thereof 
for one of them : Howbeit one only frowning looke of the 
Conſtable did quite ſo ouerthrowe rhem, that from thar 
time they neuer durſt once open rheir mouthes any more 
| for that matter. 
1 " In themeanetime hah fore,they went another way to 
| worke, which was,by ſeeking openly ro become prinees, & 
both openly & ſecretly to ſuppreſſe the princes: To which 
_effe& their praftiſeThaue bene of long continuance, and 
as ſtrange as poſſibly might be,as by the one]y hiſtorye of 
the late Prince of Conde is'molſt euident, and our ſclues 
wilheere and there ſhewby diuers particularitics worthy 
to be remembred. 

Firſt,in as much as neirher the worthines of their blood 
neither their family could preferre them before diuers 
| french gentlemen, bur only bo prerogatiue of their lands: 

therefore 
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therfore to couer the defaulrof theirrace,they haue caus 

ſed to ere their fimple baronages into Duchies, pricipa- 
lities, Marquiſates and Counties, which is the thing that 
hitherto hath blinded the eyes ofthe commons, who are 
vrrerly ignorant of martrers of eſtate, 

Secondly,they haue endeuoured to make the eſtate of 
the Peeres(for the Cardinal was one ))<qual vntothe Prin- 
ccs,yea,cucn to preferre the ſaid Peeres before the Prin- 
ces,whereupon happened in the yere 1551 anotable mar- 
rer,as thus. The court of Parliamer of Paris,had ſent fix of 
the chiefcſt members of their body vnto King Henry,to 
ynderſtand his wil and pleaſure concerning certaine ar- 
ticles, whereof one was, 

The ſecond point is to enquire of the King, whether it 
be his pleaſure that my, Lordes the princes of the blood, 
with other great Lords cntring into the ſaid Courte, may 
weare their ſwordes.For time out of mind that hath bene 
lawful for the King onely,as an eſpecia)l prerogatiue of his 
Royal dignity, who hath the had of iuſtice,as being iuſtice 
himſelf, & mainteyning in affured ſafety the miniſters of 
the ſame. And notwithſtanding ſundry times ſome princes 
or lordes haue entred with their ſwordes, that hath bene 
-only when comming ſodenly they hauc founde the dore 
open,or els by entring at vnwares:either hauc ſo done by 
the Kings exprefſe commandementr, at ſuch timeashe 
hath bene diſpleaſed, or prouoked to wrath againſt his 
ſaid Court, ypon ſome other occaſions,whereof neuerthe- 
les no rule or cuſtome ought to take place : For contrari- 
wiſe 5 late King Francis,when he was Dauphin, together 
4 the Lord Charles of Bourbon comming in , lefe their 
ſwordes at the dore,which order King Lewes the twelfth 
cauſed til ro be obſerued. This tudgement of that courre, 
which according vnrto right and cquitic preferreth the 
princes before al lords whomſoeuer, togither with the fir- 
ting to this day obſerued inthe ſame,and the arreſt pro- 
nounced againſt their farher,did ſo gricuoufly moue the 
Lords of Guiſc,that to the end to breede ſome debate & 

C.1j. | Ccontrarictic, 
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contrarietie,betweenerthe iudgement ofthe King & of his 
ſaid Court of Parliament, alſo ro augment their. owne cre- 
dit,and ſo by licic and litle'to exalt them ſelues aboue the 
Prices,they cloſely praRtifed that wheras the ſecretary,ac 
comodating himſclte ynto the requeſt of the court & the 
order in the ſame obſcrued, had in his rowl (as hiſclt hath 
fince teſtified)named the princes firſt, they were neuerthe 
les in the Kings anſwere placed after the Peeres in maner 
folowing . The Kings pleaſute is that when ſoeuer in his 
abſence the Pceres of France,the princes of the blood, the 
Conſtablesand Marſhals of France ſhal come & enter into 
his Court of Parliament,& into the chamber of Audience, 
whether the dores be open or ſhut, rhey (hal neuertheles 
ſtil weare their ſwordes,the which the ſaid King meaneth 
not that any other of what eſtate or calling ſocuer he be 


ſhal doe.Giuen at Fountainebleau the laſt day of Auguſtin _ 
| theyere.1551. ſigned Henry,and contrefigned Du Thicr, | 


Thirdly,they praftiſed a wonderful ſubriltie, whereby 
with thetime to yelde akinde of preſcription vnto ſuch 
principalitic as chey ſought ro viurpe.which was inlcekin 
toallye themſclues on al fides,in the moſt high and 'riche 
maner that poſlibly they could, and foto flyde in among 
the princes,and beare the like port as they. As alſo ar the 
entry ofKing Henry into che towne of Suſe, Francis Duke 
of Guiſe preſumed to marche cheeke by ioule with the 
King of Nauarrethe firſt prince of the crowne. Allo at king 


Francis the ſecond his firſt comming forth of his chamber 


in his mourning weed theſaid Lord of Guile intruded him 
ſelfe betweene two princes of the blood, to the ende with 
them to beare vp his traine. Againe,during the reignes of 
Henry the ſecond, Francis the ſccond and Charles the 
ninch,and euen at this preſent alſo cuery man both hath 


ſeene and plainely may bcholde, with what preſumption 


the houſe of Guiſe both haue and ſti] do encroche aboue 
the ſaid princes of the blood, whom they hauc oppreſſed 
and troden ynder foot,as we will more plainely declare, 


after that we haue yer rouched afew matters more , ten- 
ding 


| | | 
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ding vnto the diſcoucry of their raging ambition 1n this 

relpec. - |--. 
Fourthly,the houſe of Guiſe being thus aduanced, grew 
very ſuſpicious and iclouſe of their honour, ſtoutly oppe- 
fing the ſelues againſt al ſuch as withſtode their artEpts,as 
is manifeſt in this. The Frechmen doe ſo highly reucrence 
their princes, that as they are not to be accopted wronged, 
orintheir honours diffamecd for any thing that their ſaid 
princes either doe or ſay vnto them, ſo doe they alſo neuer 
ſer hand to their ſword againſt the ſaid princes,notwithſtZ- 
ding that any other of whart cſtate or calling ſo cuerhbe be, 
ſtranger or Frenchman, ought to take heede cf miſulting 
the perſon of any French getleman,vniefle he preſently be 
minded to recciue at the handes of the partie miſuſed, 
as\much, or rather more then he hath done or ſaid ynro 
him . Now the more that the lordes of Guiſe haue ſought 
to become as Princes of France, the more refiſtance haue 
they founde, eſpecially duringe the reignes of Francis the 
ſecond, and Charles the niythe,neither being as yer quite 
free from the ſame, as in place ſhall be ſhewed . Ler vs 
therefore conſider ſome examples of the time of Henry. 
The lord of Rocheforr, yongeſt ſonne of the houſe of 1a 
Roche-guyon, was on a time chalenged manto man inthe 
Kings garden at Fountainblcau,by Francis Duke of Guiſe, 
whereas in thcir talke he ſhewed the ſaid Duke, that he 
accompred him nor as a prince of France , whereof he 2lſo 
afrerward made him more plaine demonſtration, when as 
at the onlte countenance, thatthe Duke of Guiſe made to 
ſet his hid vpon his dagger, he the faid lord of Rocheforr, 
who was no knight of the order,as now hc is,ſetas ſone his 
hande to his ſworde, and thereby made him to be quier; 
which deede both the King and Princes did wel allowe of, 
This reſiſtance cauſed that the ſame Duke of Guiſe ( who 
thoughctharrhe lorde of Montmorency, againſt waom he 
nad a quarell , notwithſtanding he were not as yer Mar- 
ſhall, would doe no lefle thenthe other ) on atime ſubor- 
ned his great companion the Duke of Nemours, andthe 
C. itj, prince 
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prince of Ferrara, at a poropons ynto the caſtle of ſaine 


Germain, ſhortly after the onſtables returne our of im- 
priſonment, and then went and plucked the ſaid lord of 


| Montmorency by the cape in the Queenes chamber (the 


meaning whereof is not vnknowen vnto the gentlemen ) 
who preſently without ſpeaking vato any man, aroſe and 


| followed him our of the caſtle ro the place appointed, 


where he made him an anſyere correſpondent vnto his 
demande, accompting him therein no otherwiſe for a 
Prince then before time : which afterward he ſhewed him 
more euidently at Paris ( Kinge Charles the ninthe being 
there the ſame time that the|mecting was about the edite 
of Iulye) in a controuerſie! concerning an ayric of haukes 
of the foreſt of Compiegne, which the ſaid lord of Guiſe 
chalenged by prerogatiue ; but the ſaid ayric finally remai- 
ned vnto the lord of Monrmorency , It ts not vnknowen a- 
gain how the Preſider Liſet in this point diuers times with« 
tiood them:for once in the full audience at the Parliament 
of Paris, he cauſed to corre 5, qualitie of 5 Prince, which 
thz Duke of Guiſe in a certain cauſe had taken vpon him. 
Anothertime in the preſence of King Henry, he affirmed 
vato the Cardinall of Lorraine that he was no Prince, nei- 
ther oughtto take place among Princes . Again at another 
tourney before the ſaid King, in a fooliſh brablinge which 
the Cardinall made , the ſame Preſident Liſet vied ynto 
him theſe wordes . My ſonne and friende, you are yer to 
yong to vnderſtand thoſe matters,which are no vſuall ſpe- 
ches to be ſaid ro any Prince of France, yea he added 
moreouer theſe wordes, You are no Prince, neither equall 
with Princes, if therefore you be determined to take ypon 
you that title, ſhew vs alſo the places of your Principalitie. 
This yong ſonne was abouc fiue and rwentie yeres olde,& 
already both Peere and Cardinall . The aforeſaid court of 
Parliament didalſo an other time by ſentence defanitiue, 
expulſe the Duke of Guiſetheſe mens father from his fore 
ficung , which by reaſon of his Peereſhippe he chalenged 
abouc aprince of France, All which notwithſtanding their 
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hautinefle in this point, brake out openhec in diuers wiſe 
during fixtcene or ſcucnteene moneths , whileſt King 
Francis the ſeconde reigned, whereof we mult neceflarily 
herenotealfo ſome particulariries. 

Immediatly aftcr that King Henry was deceaſed, the 
Duke of Guiſe and the Cardinall of Lorraine conueyed 
King Francis the ſecond, his brethren, & the two Queenes 
into the Louure,leauing the Princes of the blood, and the 
reſt ofthegreat lordes of the Realme , which were nor of 
their faction, bchinde ro keepe the dead corps : whiles in 
the meane time, them ſelues permitted no man to come 
neerethe ſaid Francis,or to ſpeake vnto him, vnleſle atthe 
leaſt one of them were ſtill in preſence, and'that ſo dili- 
gently,that they neuer let him goe out their fightes . Then 
did they alſo drtue away the Conſtable, and Gilaced all _ 
ſich as they liked not of, cauſing the King to ſay whatſoe- 
uer them ſclues liſted. They found honeſt pretences to diſ- 
patch away the Princes of the blood , by ſending one into 
Flanders, another into Spayne , and ſo of the teſt , hauing 
continually ſecret ſeruancs and priuy ſpies about them. 
They changed the eſtares and dicers of the Kings houſe- 
holde , orderinge them ſclues with ſuch violence, that a 
man might ( as it were at hie noone) percciue their in- 
tentes . We will now therefore orderly ſhew you what 
people withſtood them, and in what maner: For ſuch par- 
ticular reſiſtance was to ſmall purpoſe, in reſpe& of thar 
which followed. 

We muſt now therefore conſider, to what eſtate their 
ambition haue brought the affaires of France, bcing ac- 
companied with coucrouſnes,crueltic,yngodlines and ma- 

,  Nifeſtvillanye.1 ſay therefore, thar fince the time that they 
were exalted by meancs of the Seneſchall, conſidering alſo 
that their childrenbe of a troubleſome and perucrſe diſ- 
poſition euen to the ende, they neuer deſiſted from perſe- 

_ cutingall ſortes of people high and low in this Kingdome, 
whereby to ſatisfie their aforenamed paſsions:yea forwane 


of mcancs and opportunitie to perſecute them whom they 
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ſelucs, in ſomuch as'ir is doubriull ro whom they haue 
done molt diſpicaſure, whether to their frieds or cnemies. 

We wall dfrolore beginne with ſuch miſchiefes as they 
haue praGiſed, friſt againſt qur Kinges, then againſt the 
Princes of thc blood, afterward againſt the great lordes of 


thcRealme, and ſo conſequently we will proceede to the 


eſtates, namely the Nobilitie, the officers of Juſtice ,the 
| people,the Glergie,their fauorites and friends, and finally 
} vnto their cwne injuries among them ſcjues : ſetting] forth 
_ The wholc in as brite maner as poſhbly we maye , deliring 
the readers to quote downe in their bookes , wharſocuer 
_ theypetrceiue that we hauc omitted , tothe ende to parti- 
cipate the ſame yntothe poſteritie , which thereby (hall be 
occaſioned for to abhorre|the miſerie of France , which 
hath ſuffered and borne ſo mich , with ouer grear reſpeR 


ul. many times of ſuch, dangerous n; onſters, After the ſame 


"hit maner alſo ,according as thall be incident in the continua- 
I tion of our diſcours,we will ſomewhar rouch their yertues,. 


ro the ende eche one may know by what tokens to remem- 


! ber them. 

'3 ,,,,, Notwithſtanding thatat the firſt they were not ouer bu- 
Ws }f rbe fte,neither keptto great aſtirre, yet afterward perſwading 
nl of them ſelues thar they had| ſome right vnto the Crowne, 


they endeuoured ro make thereunto by all meanes poſ- 
fible, whereof one was by aſſubicRing al the worlde vnder 
cheir fect, whereby although they were no Kings in name, 
| yer rarying the time they were ſo many times in eftcEt. In 
| the timeof Francis the firſt, who was ſufficiently acquain=- 


Vs red with their humours, they profited not greatly. After-. 
ward in the time of Henry, the ſecond , their hornes be-: 


PS 


3 ganne ro ſhoote out: for he was of a milde diſpoſition, bur 


of! ſmall iorccaſte, and very cafie to be led about by the 
noſe: and fo was M aſterwarde rewarded . For the ambi- 


ri9us couetouſnes of the houſe of Guiſe repienithed! Ger=; 
mani$,Italie.France, and Flanders with blood, it ſerto ſale: 
tothe moſt SIT the lawes4 of tuſtice,and wah infinite exa- 

&tions 


doe hate, they haue bent their whole rage againſt them 
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Rions ir ſoked the purſes both.of rich & poore . With their 
inſolcncies and curſed conſpiracies, they have alſo defiled 
the Kings houſe, wherein they haue erected the ſcaffolde, 
whereupon they haue brought in the horrible tragedies of 
the deſtruftion of France, and there hauc heaped vp the 
ſtacke of wood , which them ſelues did afterward ſo fore 
kindle, that the flames and coles thereof doe yet remaine. 
'Butthis we muſt by litle and litle oucrlooke,, wherein we 
are torecite worde for worde, the lamentations that haue 
bene made and publiſhed long ſince. 

The great King Francis had lefte France in reaſonable 
good eſtate: but the houſe of Guiſe, ſmelling our a thou- 
land commodities arifing vntothem ſclucs by the warres, 
could not ſuffer the Realme to continue quyet. It was-vn- 
to them a gate to aduancement, as was cuident by the 
heare and violence of the eldeſt and third broather', whom 
the Cardinall neuer doubred to hazarde, knowing that 
howſocuer things chanced , his enterpriſe won'd counter- 
uayle them: again,in caſe they were more happy then wiſe, 
it were an aſſured meanes to exalte him ſelte cuen tothe 
hieſt place that might be : butif they chanced tobe ſlaine, 
their death ſhould ſcrue as abridge forthe 1«ft to paſſe 
ouer further, ſo himſc]fe moreouer, hauing the.chiefe ſu- 
perintendence ouer the treaſures of the Realme, it was 
more ealy for to fiſh in pudle then in cleare water. Beſides 
all chis,the Cardinall perceiued that by one kinde of mea- 
nes, he might both obteine the fauour of thoſe, of whoſe 
quarell he enrended the commoditie of his owne race, at 
the coſte of the poore commons, and alſo ſhoulde dimi- 
niſhe the Kings forces, whoſe crowne he wiſhed to behold 
vpon his brothers heade, with the triple Papall crowne v- 
pon his owne. Finally, this was allo the aflured meane - 
whereby he might hazarde the King , the Princes of the 
blood , and all other of whoſe deſtruftion depended the 
increaſing of his honour and power. 

Theſe were therefore the good]y occaiions of this long 
and curſed warrc, which hath bene diſperſed ouer Dor 

WHOIC 


: F; : » 3 . 
z | | ' i 
. ) - : : i 
o \ . 
. $ j : 
o 
- 


THE LEGEND OF THE 


frame the Kings minde , being of him ſelfe but of ſmall cx- 
perience, and at his attceining to the crowne,, defirous of 
newe honour and conqueſt ouer the ſworne enemie of 
France, who at that time hauing ( as it was thought ) ſub» 
ducd Germanie , ſeemed tertible to this Realme , vnlefle 
ſuch his driftes, as he might haue praQtiſed there againſt, 
were ſpeedily cut of, towhich cnd there were three eſpe- 
ciall occafions offcred which greatly might hinder him. 
The firſt was the breaking of of the Council of Tri- 


' dente,whoſe auctoritic the Emperour vſed, inthe ayog 
aft- 


ofall Germany vnto his deyartion , whereby he might 

terward both in Iralie,and other where doe what him ſelfe 

thought beſte. | | 
The ſeconde was the vndertaking of the reſtauration of 


out of Plaiſance. 
The third was the praQtifing of the EleQor » Maurice 
andahe Marquiſe of Bradebourges armic,who lying at the 
fiege of Maydenbourg, were greatly moucd againſt the ſaid 
Emperour , for the detaining of the Landgraue of Hefle, 
with whom there was ſome likelyhood that the fonne of 
the ſaid Landgraue and other Germane Princes would 
caſcly ioyne. And notwithſtanding thar all theſe three de- 


whole Realme, whereunto jt! was no maſtery for them ro | 


any 


'inct 
This 


Cou 


| the ! 
' and 
' the 
'vsa 
| men 
| woft 
| Rea! 
' that 
| furic 


NOryv 


| ' man 
the houſe of Farneſes , whomithe Emperour had expulſcd | chie 
| Turk 
| paſſe 
ded 
| proc 


miſi; 
coun 


| crue: 
| | | | that 
uiſes were vrterly repugnant to the Cardinals former pro- | ,@. 


feſlion , which was to be accompred as an affured pillar of | Th; 


the Catholike faith:ſcing that by the firſt, he hazarded the 
King and whole Realme into danger of the Popes curſe 
and excommunication,and fo manifeſtly did withſtand the 
magnificence of the Apoſtolike ſeate, whereof he coun- 
rerfeited ſo earneſt a defender : by the ſeconde, he trou- 
bled the quiet of all Europe: and by the third , did openly 


ioynethe King in league with the Lutherans, who by that | 
meanes ſhould haue better opportunity to multiply and | the f 
ſtrengthen them ſelues then euer before :all which not- | ;1;Q 
withſtanding , this fatall enemy both of God and man, | 
would not therefore quayle , or giue ouer his purpoſe in 


any | 


| Durc 
' now 


| hope 


ende 


the { 
| King 


prot 
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any of them all, but motioned King Henry, oucr whom he 
in effe& reigned , ro praiſe them all one after another. 
This was the originall roote of the proteſtation againſt the 
Councill, and of the warre of Parma vndertaken againſt 
the Pope,for the apperite of this proppe of the Papalrie, 
and at the exceſſtue charges of our poore Realme , all for 
the commodirie of a baſtarde childe, who fince hath giuen 
vs a rewarde correſpondent tothe expeRation of all wiſe 
men. Hereof proceeded the firſt cauſes of all the moſt 
wofull and lamentable calamities, that euer our poore 
Reajme of France did endure: for it was finally expedient 
that this impoſtume ſhould haue an iſſue, and that theſe 
furics ſhould raiſe aciuill warre in Germany, by the which 
notwithſtanding that God hath chaſtiſcd the iniquities of 
manye , yet haue there thereof proceeded fo many mif- 
chiefes and murders, that it is ro be maruciled, thar the 
Turke hath nor yet taken holde of this occaſion, and fo 
paſſed ouer the bridge which the houſe of Guiſe haue buil- 
ded, and ſo come cuen into our boſoms . From this roote 
proceeded their voyage into Germanye , whereas they 
miſſed of their purpoſe, for God would nor permit that 
countrey to come in their clawes: howbeit ſuch was their 
cruclty , thattheir owne country of Lorraine was the firſt 
that felr the force of their rage, receiuing therein a meere 
reward for bringing forth ſuch children into the worlde. 
Their firſt enterpriſe there was ſo to be renenged vpon the 
Dutchefic the widow of Francis,and mother vnto Charles 
now Duke , who had diſdayncd them , that thereby they 
hoped to haue intrapped the whole Duchye . To which 
ende they diſperſed abroad a thouſand ſlanders againſt 
the ſaid widow , bringing her finally into diſpleaſure with 
King Henry , neuer ceaſing vntil that vnder pretence of 
protetion(for the moſt notable miſchiefes doe ſtill beare 
the fayreſt ſhew ) the ſaid King had taken the yong Duke 
into his hands,in fu] hope that hauing the King fauourable 
vnto them,& the Duke & Duchyc,as1t were,in their owne 
hands, they might in time hirthe marcke,whereat on that 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 
fide they Ieucled.But as God in al his works is wonderful, // 
{o wiry Rc brouztit ro poiſe, that the Duke and Duchic of | 


Lorcaine neuer found {irec or more ſtedfaſt foundations, | 
' then the ſame which their coufins of Guiſe had laid in in- 


tent to GtErthrowe 5268 For King Henric rooke charge | 
of the childe, and afrerward made him his ſonnein lawe, 
committing his Dick. ibro the hands of his vncle the 


Earle of Vaudemonr. Hereunto adding rheir praftiſes a-/ 


gainitthe zrowne of Mc $z,whar farther tcſttmonie (ial we 
neede? For what milchigtis there which this poore rowne 
hath nor ſuſfred within theſe fewe yeres. both wich:in and 
withour, being vader colour of protetion,bereaued of: 
her lizertie,diſrmembred from rhe Empire, for the moſt} 


parrdeiroyed, and as afiiinefle of al nuſeries reduced in- 
rothe bondage of the Cardinal? who vnder a borowed | 
nance, hath ycrely wreſted therourt arthe leaſt a hundred. 


thouſand francks, leauing vnto our King nothing bur the 
diſhonour of ſurpriſing the ſame vnder prerence of de- 


fence, the charge of keeping of it with incftimable ex-, 
protess the lofſe of great numbers of Frenchmen,and the. 


atred of the Empire, which yerely reneweth the decree 
of the recouerie of the rownes of Metz, Thoul and Ver- 


dun, exprefling thereintheir defireatthe firſt opportuni- 
tic toreſtore the ſame to their former liberties. For ſoone | 
after enſued the Hege: of Metz aforeſaid, whereas the | 
Cardinal fearing his brothers skinne, and ſeeking oO ex- 


alte him aboue al men, procured tobe ſenrynto him moſt 
partof the Princes and great Lords of France, for his 
more aflurance,and arthe price of their bloods to raiſe 


him as it were ynto the ſhoulders of Viforic it ſelfe: But | 
what neede we to purchaſe the triumphe with the offence | 
both of God and man? of atthe charge of the Kings ho- | 
nour and treaſure ? Alſo, how ſweetcly haue we paicd for | 


this ſo valiant defence of a forrcine rowne, which neuer 


offended vs. vnlefſe itbe an offence to giue ouer haſtic. 


cred:ncevnatorhe wordes of aCardinal therein brought 


vp, whome ſhe accomptcth as her biſhop and paſtor ? yea' 


ro 
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| to ſpeake rruely,the Frenchmen haue dearely bought the 
exchange thereof, through che burning and ſpoyle of Pi- 
cardie cucn varo Noyon: when as vnder the condut of 
the chird brother of this race, and ſoune in lawe vato-the 
great Scneſchal Duchelle of Valentinos, the French no- 
” | bilitie received the foreſt wound that cucr ic had ſince the 
? | battaile of Pauic, becauſe that without anie reaſonable 
| cauſethey were trained thereunto, as to a burcherie ra- 
' therthen a batraile: For in the ſame cont!:&, wherein the 
| faid harebrained Duke of Aumale the third brother was 
through his owne default taken pizſoner, there were ſJaine 
| about ewo hundred French gentiemen, among whome 
were ſundrie great Lords, as the Lords of Rohan, S. For- 
geu,Nancay, la Motte, Dutſeau, the Baron of Couches, & 
| of Caſtres, beſide diucrs other Lords of name. Had our 
| whole rcalme ſuſtcined that only loffe through the con- 
duct of theſe men, yet were this lvfiiciere to procure 
al men to deteſt them. Shortly altcr this oucrthrowe en- 
 ſuedthe fiege of Merz aforefaid, from whence the Zmpe- 
rour being forced to depart, the Duke of Guile, attribu- 
red to him ſelfe rhe whole glorie, which the Princes and 
great Lords of France, whome the Cardinal had procu- 
red the King to ſend thither, had dearely paide for, wher- 
"| vpon itis wonderfulto ſee how the Guiltans criamphed. 
” | Wel,to proceede, what did the next yeres iotlowing bring 
- | with them, other then:two double &irrecuperable lofles, 
” | namely, the vrter ſacke and {poyle of Tirwin and Heſdin 
: the two keies of Picardie,by reaſon whereof the Cardinal 
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ſang outhisriumphes, {coffing at the French nobilitie, 
who,faid he, through defauir of his brothers aſfiiſtance 
were ouerthrowen by the enemie, perſuading the King 
' thathe had no man, bur of that race, who was ſufficientts 
guide the affoires both of peace and warre. Howbeit the 
* | impriſonment of the third brother, whome the Marquiſe 
© of Brandebourge held,did ſomewhar reſtraine the couric 
-| of his brags,wherefore they ſought with ſpeede ro with» | 
| drawe himhome, to the end the one might heaue for- 
S ward 
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ward the other : and 'yet were them ſelues vnwilling to: 
diſbourſe anie penie of althcir briberies and rheftes, ci- 


ther ro take anic compaſsion of the French nation, which 
was deuoured tothe hard bones, They inuented therfore 
an other reaſonable honeſt ſhift,as they ſuppoſed, which 
was to borowethe Kings name and authoritic, whereby 
they might vnder pretence of herefic, vexe and torment 


whome ſoecuer they thought beſt, to the end ro meere 
with ſome confilſcations. For it ſeemed nor ſufficient for 


him, through his remenrie and raſhnes to be the cauſe of 
rhe death of ſo manie great Lords, and gallant French 
gentlemen,at his owne taking: bur now his ranſome muſt 
be gathered our of the liues of ſuch as remained, nor for- 
bearing the wiues of ſuch good andvertuous Capraines, 
as in the meane ſeaſon yentured their liues and goods in 
the Kings ſcruice. Whereof the Lord of Teligny mighr: 
haue bene a ſufficient witnes, had he not ſhortly after loſt 
his life in King Henries ſeruice : For during the impriſon- 
ment of the Duke of Aumale, the vertuous Ladie of Te- 
ligny was vniuſtly accuſed of herefie, at the inſtance of a 
Sorboniſt one of the Cardinals ſtalions,as arethe reſt of 
our maſters his companions , who be men ignorant of all 
goodnes and honour,as fierce, cruel and ſeditiqus,as any 
aliue, vſing religion as a cloke to couer their pernerfitic,in 
this reſpeC altogether like vnto the Cardinal of Lorraine 
the ſetter of rhem on worke atthe coſt of the Kings ho- 


'nour, who for that cauſe incurred the cuil wil of many. In 


this fetch they diſcloſed an other of their ſlejzghres , for 
what with their ſpunge which was laid cloſe to King Hen- 
ries ribbes, namely the Ducheſle of Valentinois this pri. 
ſoners mother in lawe, who by al meanes robbed him on 


the one ſide, & them ſelues who ruled the common purſe, 


they wholy ſpoyled the King both of the loue, and of the 


goods of his ſubjcCtes, araying them ſelues in rhe ſame, 


rfuading him that nothing was wel done,bur whatthem 


ſelues did. Yea they waxed ſo impudent,as to affirme thar 
rheir brother had verie wel diſcharged his duetie,alſo that 


they 


| — _—_— FI— dt uu _ mio A 


-” | | 6 


CARDINAL OF LOR. 
they whom he had lcd to the ſlaughter, had in maner be- 


| rraied him, inſomuch that the whole fault was imputed 


yntothe dead,and he the furuwer, who had diſobeyed the 
Kings commandement, who ſent him word not to hazard 
any thing,after his delwerie returned tothe court, where 
by the meanes of his mother in law, he was as much or ra- 
ther more cheriſhed and made of,then any of the luſtieſt 
lieutenants that the King had . Thus did they on the one 
fide laugh King Henry to ſcorne, whome inthe meane 
time they had ſo artificially bewitched,that he accompred 
him ſelfe ro hauc none more aſſured or faithful ſeruants, 
then the ſard lords of Guiſe,except the Conſtable, whom 
therefore they hated to the death, as they atterward de- 
clarcd in diucrs wile. 

Theſe warres of Metz were nothing inreſpeR of thoſe 
of Picardic,wherof the houſe of Guile were the kindlers, 
which alſo ſo long as the Duke of Guiſe and the Cardinal! 
had the dealings about King Henry, waxed ſti] more and 
more.yet were they nor content to hazarde that part of 
the Kings eſtarc , who thereby loſt Tirwine and Heſdine 
rogether with many great lordes and gentlemen, beſides 
priſoners of name: bur they alſo procured to him an other 

cat blowe in Italic. It is not therefore requiſite that we 
thould here rehearſe al our damages, and lofle of batrailes 
wherein were {laine foure or hue thouſand Frenchmen, 
rogether with the Captaines and gentlemen of Name: 
neither the lofle of the citie of Siene,which hath coſt this 
realme ſo much money,buricd ſo manic frenchmen, and 
beaurified Florence with our ſhame,neither the bringing 
of the poore inhabitants thereof into perpetual bondage, 
and in a maner vtter deſtruction : for ro whome is althis 
more iuſtly ro be imputed, then vnto the icloufie of the 
faid Lordes of Guiſe who then gouecrned al things, (This 
happened in the ycres 1554.and 155*<.)when they defired 
rather to deferre the promiſed aide,and- ſo to putthe 
whole armye in deſpaire,then ro ſuffer ir ro be reported, 
that without them the King had gotten Tuſcane,or : the 

caſt 
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leaſtwiſe compelled the inhabitants to come to ſuch com- | 


poſition as him ſelfe woulde haue graunred them. - 


Theſe Lords of Guiſe did in the meane time frame ſan- | 


dry conſpiracies in Italie, whereby ſomewhar the more to 
increaſe their owne honour: and al with the treaſure of 
the realme,and vnto the Kings confuſion, It is not ynkno- 
wen how they quareled for rhe crowne of a 2s St- 
cil,neither how the Cardinal al his life rime gaped after 
the Papalric,perlwading him ſelfe to procure wonderfull 
and ſtrange alterations, in caſe he might once atreine to 
be God vpon earth, And ſoſoone as the olde Pope was 
deceaſcd,the Cardinal prouoked through his wonted am- 
bition,wenrt not reaſonably,butranne ſo faſt as poflibly he 
coulde,ro catche vpthe triple crown, which imaginatiue- 
ly with a vaine hope he did. already deuoure. Ar that time 


did experience teach |the French nation, thatthis man | 


Where cuer he became;drew al miſchief after him.For im- 
mediatly after his departure,the Emperour Charles jfafth 
& King Henry were fone inclined toyelde ynto the better 
coiſels,of ſuch as ſpake of quictnesto be granted vntothe 
porepeople,in ſo much 5 norwirhſtading the peace mighr 
be cocluded,yert through the graue aduice of the Conſta- 
ble and rhe Admiral, there was the fifth day of February, 
inthe yere 1556'an abſtinence and truce agreed vpon 
for fue yeres. This Cardinal according to his wonted ma- 
ner,minded not to goe his tourney to Rome at his Ks 
and therefore had aſſured King Henry, that in Italic he 
would practiſe ſuch leagues againſt the Emperour Charls, 
thar then he might eaſely be ouercome, which, the King 
liking ofir,ſtood the Cardinalin ſteade,as acouer to hide 
his ambirion and couetouſnes,who with many circumſtan 
ces ({ti] at the realmes charges)made Hercules the ſecod 
Duke of Ferrara, the Kings licurenant general'in Iralte: 
But his chicte drift was, to make friends, and entertaine 


 ſeruants, through whoſe aide rogerher with the power & 


rreaſure of France, he might conquere the Papaltye for 


him ſelfe,and the realmes of Naples and Sicil for his __ 
| ther, 
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i | ther. So ſoone therfore as he was aduertiſed of the afore- 
| faidtruce,he was with che ſame greatly diſpleaſed, for thar 


t- | itwastheaffured death of all his drifres in tharreſpett,in 
c ſo much that he could notreſtraine his ſpeach before di- 
P | ters, bur ſaid openly as he pafſed through Neuers, thar 
?” | rhis wasnotir that the King had promiſed him : alſo thar 
1- | heknewa meane to breake this rruce,fully perſwading 
er | ba | ! | ; 

U him ſelfeſoro doe,immediatly ypon his comming to the 
"* | Court, which then lay art Bloys; whereas ſo ſoone as he 
'© | wasarriued,and had ſpoken with the King,he finally ob- 
"> | reinedthrough the meanes of his clients, and eſpecially 
"| ofCardinal Carasfa,(whom the Pope had ſent to preſent 
'E | theKingwitharich {[word,) a graunt to breakethe truce, 
et notwithſtanding whatſoeuer reaſons the Conſtable, Ad- 
'* | miral andother great Lords could alleage. The Guifians 
In | IS , . Tb 
- principal inſtrument was the Ducheſſe of Valenrinois, 


h who was tothem a bridge both in body and minde,wher- 
ouer to paſſe ynto the Royal throne, for ſhe commannded 

> King Henry,andthey commaunded her. 

wa Hereby did they intangle the King in open periury,8: 
therealme in new troubles, procuring the ouetthrow on 

S. Laurence day,the taking of S. Quintins,the ſpoile of 

7» Picardie, andthe peace vnprofitably concluded for the 


French nation.None bur the Guiſians hoped for any com 


«4 moditic of this newes:for the eldeſt of them aſpiring vnto 

ah the Crowne of Naples and Sicill, procured for him felfe a 

1; commiſſion, to goe and breake the truge in italic, accom- 
pl 


ng paniced with fix thouſand Swithers, foure thouſand Frech 
le men,fiue hundred men of armes and five hundred lighs 

horſes.Itis not vynknowen to al men,that he rran{ported 
-4 with himal the beſt ſouldiers thathe could ger. leaving, 
according to King Francis prophecie,his ſonne Henry in 
his doubler,and his fubie&s in their Hiirts. For beſides ſo 
8& many men whom he led away,the Cardinal (who had the 
otterfighr of the treaſury)had ſo ſoked the fameythar finsl- 
Iy che King was brought to that ſtay, that through perſons 
(who the Cardinals couctouſnes had brought ſorth)inrer= 
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poſed, the King was driuen to borowe the money, which 
procceded from his owne. treaſury, Moreouer the rowles 
and records of thattime,and of the next yere following, 
wil declare what exccſhhue rewardes the ſaid Cardinal, & 
his brother did wreſt forth of the Kings lenitic, while in 
the meane time the commons were vnc6ſcionably pilled, 
| the trealury(as is aforeſaid) waſted,the demaines, receits 
is ant cities morgaged,the warre reuiucd, and the coaſt of 
$119 Picardy come into the King of Spaines hands.For the en- 
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| terpriſes of Henry,wha then followed che onely aduice of 
1 the Cardinal,wcre ſo wide from proſperous ſuccefle, thar 

ll within ſhort ſpace after;he loſt the lamentable battel vpon 
S.Laurence day, whetein were ſlaine Iohnof Bourbon 
Duke of Anghien,the Yicounte of Turaine,beſides many 
other French lordes and gentlemen,the footmen for the 
molt part hewen in pieces,and the Conſtable taken priſo- 

6. ner, beſides a great number of other valiant lordes and 
yl gentlemen. Againe, within twelue or fifrene dayes after, 
was the cowne of S.Quintins taken by aſſault, whereby 
the King there allo ſuſteined aſhrewd foyle, 


TH We muſt not here ouerſlippe ateſtimonic of the Car- 
$14.0 dinals good wil,coward King Henry and his eſtate,as this, 
$6.90 After the ouerthrowe of S. Laurence daie,the King being 
hh deſtirure of men,money and counſaile,(for as the miſchief 


was, the Cardinal only was left about him) this reuerend 
[ father, in ſtead of helping the King with his goods, or of 
ul _ relieving his neceſsitie with ſuch coyne, as' he had fiſhed 
1.4 out of the ſaid KingFreuenues, cuen the next day after 
60; this miſchance, enforced the treaſurer of the purſe to pay 
| him the moſt part of a ſumme of fiftene thouſand francks, 
| | which heprerended to be due vato him. Throughout the 
| ' whole realme there remained not ſo meane an arrtificer, 
| or ſo poore a citizen, who was not contributorie vnto the 
Kings reliefe, and for the ſame cauſe was not moſt ex- 
treemely deltwith al, whileſt in the meane time the Car- 
dinal becomming a ſergeant, executed King Henry in the 
chiefcſt time of his miſcric, and when his aftaires were in 
| greateſt 
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CARDINAL OF LOR. 
greateſt danger, dalying with the ſpoyled King with ſuch 


impaticcie, that he would nor forbeare vntil the ſaid trea- 
ſurer of the purſe had gathered vp ſo much money, bur 
draue him to borowe the ſame ſumme wherwith to ſariſfe 
his requeſt. Alſo at the ſame time the king obreined in the 
name of a gift of the citie of Paris, the ſumme of three 
hundred thouſand franckes, whereof the Cardinal had 
the diſpoſing, which, how or whereabour they were em- 
ployed God knoweth. Let this therefore be ſufficiently 
ſpoken for a ſimple proofe of infinite ſuch like praftiſes, 
wherby it is to be doubted in which of theſe two the Car- 
dinal did moſt exceede,cither in vnreaſonably hoarding 
rogether,or in exccſhue appetite to waſt al France, which 
he had choſen as a pray conuenient for his ambition. 

But how was the Duke of Guiſe occupied in Italie, 
(while the French nobilitic was in the King of Spaines 
priſons) in laying the foundation of the greatnes(rhough 
nuifible)of theſe our Lords and maſters? The Duke had 
led with him a reaſonable number of noble men, and had 
dried yp al the Kings reuenues,endeuoring in the meane 
time norhing in Italic, ſauing that for the augmentation of 
his brothers credite,and the practiſing of conſpiracies yn- 
der colour of fimplicitie,he went with his famous principa- 
litie to proſtiture the dignitie of one of the king of France 
his lieutenants general in Rome,to dallic among prieſts, 
& to make vp a lower meſſe and laſt ſervice atthe table of 
Cardinals, of whomethe chiefe part are but the Popes 
Marmoſers and Apes. Whereupon ſundrie have commen- 
ded the free ſtomacke of one of the maſters of requeſts 
that accompanied him in the ſaid voyage, who miſliking 
of the ſaid Duke of Guiſes behauiour, withour 'anic 
leaue of the Cardinalitic, fare downe gallantly by the 
Dukes fide, leaſt ir ſhould hauc bene reproched vnro the 
Frenchmen, that the Kings lieutenant general had ſerued 
as acloke bearer vnro ſuch lickorous griedigutres of che 
Popes cauldron,who vpon their owne dunghil do fo lighr- 
ly accompr of Chriſtian Kings and Princes. Bur whar of 

| D.1, this? 
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this? It was neceflaric that France with the coſt and Ioffe 
of men ſhould pur vp yer two injuries more 1n Italic. The 
one by the ſaid Lord of Guile, who left his campe idle,and 
his maſters buſines vndone, to the. end to loyter and 
daiice afrer the Popes court, there to create (as rhe Car- 
dinals hope was he would)ſome and ſo manic new Cardi- 
nals after his brothers minde, thar in caſe the Papaltic 
ſhould be voyd; he might be as certaine to ſucceede in the 
ſaid roume as a Cardinals faith could extend. The other 
through the follic of che ſaid Duke of Guiſe,in that in his 
owne perſon being alieutenant genera], hepermitted his 
Kings honour and reputation ſo ſhamefully ro decay: The 
enemies of the crowne laughed hartily at ſuch his foliſhe 
ambirion, & the wiſeſt Frenchmen ſuppoſed that the King 
& the Conſtable had fuffred the ſclues ro be intangled in 
ſuch cnrerpriſes,tothe end to be releaſed of an' intolera- 
ble burden, hanging corinually ypon their armes through 
fuch continual alarmes,as the inconſtancie, couctouſnes, 
& yaine gloric of the Guifians did daily miniſter ynto the 
Kings affaires, excecding the colt of rwo ſuch conqueſts, 
Now the Cardinals drift was, ſo ſone as he were Pope,to 
rranſportthe warres into Naples & Sicil, which conqueſt 
was the way to haue ouerthrowen their whole race, or els 
in achiuing their enterpriſe(wherein France ſhould haue 
wonne morc then by keeping them vpon her hands as ſhe 
hath done)to haue bound them clues for their life time a- 
bout their neckes, a bonde of the maintenance and kee- 
ping of their new conquered dominions. Howbeit vnder 
this pretence the Cardinalpinched ar al aſſaies,inſomuch 
that for this cauſe and others, he icſted with them in good 
earneſt, who ſo cunningly turned the letters of the name 
of \Charles of Lorraine,thar thereby he found this which 
trucly we might reproch vnto him to be moſt true. R a- 
cLE As L'okR DE HEeNnrtsx, fegnifying, Thou haft 


ſcraped away al Henries golde,But hereof we wil peake ſome 


: 
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what more particularly, 
Proceding therefore in our matter, after the lofle of fo 
| manic 
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manie men at S. Laurence barttaile, together with the ra- 
- king of the Conſtable,and other contrarie chances, the 
c Cardinal finding(as he ſuppoſed) the beſt occaſion poſſi- 
d ble offered for the aduancement of his familie, difplaied 
d atthat preſent his whole wirte roward the execution of 
x his purpoſes. The firſt was by making his brother in effe& 


[ during the reigne of King Henric,a King : The other fo 
Ec wel to wrappe his yuic abour the pinakle, thar finally the 
c one might ouerthrow the other, which was by morioning 
7 a double alliance: the one, of his niece Marie Stuard 
iS Queene of Scots vnto Francis King Henries cIdeſt ſonne, 
is the other was of his couſin Charles Duke of Lorraine 
ic vnto the Ladic Claude of France.Againe, the Conſtables 
Y- abſence, of whome the Cardinal Roode in great awe and 


g feare, whom alſo marucilouſly he hated, did altogether 
IN hearten him on. 


a- As for the firſt point, the affayres being troubled in Pi- 
h cardie, and the realme voyde of forces, the Cardinal 
'S, thought it beſt ro cal home thoſe that before were ſent in- 
”_ to Italic; & the whiles ro watch, leaſt any other ſhuld haue 
”Y vnderrtaken the ſuperintendence & ruling of the afftaires, 
to hoping(ſeing the Conſtable detained) rocomit rhe ſame 
ſt into the hands of his brother the Duke of Guiſe,preſent- 
ls ly vpon his returne : who about the ſame time had bene 
ue repulſed from before Ciuitclla, fo that this commande- 
he mentcame firly to him : The eſquire Scipio alſo was ſenr 
2- to haſten him +way,and to wil him to bring his power with 
yl him : being come,the- Cardinal cauſed him preſenitly to 
ler be ſent ro Compicgne there ro muſter the armie, whither 
ch as the King ſhortly after followed him, publiſhing in the 
od preſence of his knights of the order, and Captaines of 
ne his armie. that the Duke of Guiſe was come in ht time ro 
ch preſerue his realme, and minded ro haue made him Vice- 
Fl roy,or vnder King of France: but foraſmuch as that title 
aft ſeemed ſtrange, he commanded to diſpatch hima warrant 
me forthe Kings lieutenant generalſhippe rhroughour a] the 
 faidKings dominions: the which du Thyer fecrerarie of 
"ſo D.iy. comman- 
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commandements ſoone made in ſuch maner as it pleaſed 
the Cardinal to deuiſe, being alſo afterward received and 
yerified by the court of Parhament of Paris, and ſundrie 
ther Parliaments of the Realme, whereby the Princes 
bf the blood were contemptuouſ]y pur backe: as alſo af- 


_ terthetaking of Calais they procured the preferring of 


the Duke of Neuers before the Prince of Conde, concer- 
ning the charge of the light horſemen: Yea,within ayere 
aſter, the Marſhal Briflac was alſo preferred before the ſaid 
Prince of Conde in the gouernmencof Picardie. 
| TheDukecf Guile having gorten this commiſſion,and 
men ouerwhom to commande,fwelled manifeſtly in pride, 
whiles in the meanec tune the Cardinal playing ypon his 
harpe in the middeſt of all theſe broyles lulled King Henry 
on ſlepe in the boſome of the villainouſe Seneſchall. Ne- 
uerthcles Henry,who on the one parte vehemently loued 
his goſhip the Conſtable, and on the other parte had nor 
his eyes ſo ouctcome with ſlepe, burtthat ſometimes he 0- 
prey chem , and ſo 386 6g the Guiſians taking oucr 

ighly ypon them, whereat he finally begun ſomewhar ro 
be difpleaſed with him, not refrayning from diſcharging 
preſcntly part of that which afterward he confidered more 
Akira of: for he excuſed him ſclf roward his goſlip,ſecrer- 
ly certifying him,that he had bene compelled ro make the 
Duke, of Guiſe his Lieutenant general,alſo to agree to the 
mariage of the Dauphine,with many other things againſt 
his will, buechartthe time ſhould doe him right, 

| This mariage of the /Dauphine was in this wiſe . The 


* 


f the Cardinal perceiuing no man ar the court able to controlle 
ine him: his brother vpon his rcrurne our of Italy,& the Con-« 


| farie ſtable priſoner , began to motion the mariage of his niece 


the Queene of Scors : forthe compaſling whereof he pro- 


eof poundedthat the King might during his owne natural life, 


behold as well his ſonnea crowned Kinge, as the Empe- 


rour Charles had in his time ſeenc his ſonne Philippe 
crowned King of Englande.He procured alſo the eſtates of 
Scotland to haſten this matter, folliciting them thereunto 
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by the lord of Oifell, who had the ſuperintendence of the - 
Queene dowagers affaires in that countrie. Alſo ro the 
endeto cauſe the Queene of France to conde;cend vnto 
this mariage,who ſtill alleaged that he neede nor be ſo ha- 
ſie, ſceing borh the parties were in the Kings hands, & be- 
fides thar her ſonne the Dauphin was yet to yong, and not 
all the beſt at caſe, he began ro ſhew him ſelfe enemie vnto 
the great Seneſchall Ducheſſe of Valentinols, and her to 
blame ſo much as in him lay , as diſdayning'| the remem- 
brance of her allyance, no longer remembring ( or at the 
leaſt counterfeiting forgerfulnes ) that ſhe had bene the 
onlyladder whereby both he and all his brethren had gor- 
ten vp ſo high . This did he, thinking itthe readiefſt wayro 
winne the Queenes hearte, who mortally hated the ſaid 
Duchefſe, and not withoup cauſe as all the world knowerh, 
To be bricfe, this praQtiſe ſo well ſerved his tourne in the 
aduancement of his buſinefſce, that within ſeuen moneths 
after the taking of the Conſtable,this mariage was accom- 
pliſhed, & thence forth Francis was called King Dauphin, 
and fo conſequently the lords of Guife the Kings vncles. 


The raking of Calais, the enterpriſe whereof the Con. The 7; « | 
ſtable, the Admirall, and the lord of Sengrpont had long ;f Cal; 


before deviſed and forecaſte , augmented the hatred con- 
ceiuedin King Henry his heart againſt the Duke of Guiſe. 


| Forhauing often heard of the cafinefle of the ſame, he had 


many times purpoſtd him ſclfe to haue taken it in hande, 
burthe Cardinall ſecking rhe winning of the Frenchmens 
hearrs vnto his owne family, procured the Kings minde to 
be altered, and the charge thereof ro be commnred to the 
Duke of Guiſe, who nevertheles made the marter very 
dangerous , eſtceming it vnpoſſible ro bringto paſſe; yea 
he ſtood ſo much thereupon(ſuch was his valtanrnes) thar 
he proreſted that his proceeding therein was only to ubcy 


| the Kings exprefſe commandement , who inceflantly mo- 


tioned the contrarie , affirming no difhculty ar all ro be 
therein. Wherefore feing now how the commendations of 
the ſaid Duke of Guiſe were therefore ſung and publiſhed 

D. 111. oucr 
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ouer his whole Realme , he could not bur openly affirme 
that the ſaid Duke had defrauded him of an honour to him 

ſclfe only appertaining. | 
; Morcouer, vnder matters of goodlieſt ſhew outwardly, 


1 *P**® theCardinall lil concealed ſtrange drifres tending to the 


| ji | p% - ex2lrting of his race,through the oucrthrow of France. He 

6; 1 - $ nourriſhed the warres of Picardie and Italic, he brake the 

by i PIP |truce;he with his brother  gouerned all for the lacigying of 
4 his ambirion , and preparing of his path ro proccede 

vp) ther,and yet was nor all this ſufficient. He muſt therefore 

| xryc ſome other meanes;The Ducheſle of Lorraine motio- 

hal ned ſome peace with King Philippe,whereof the Cardinal 


raking his aduantage,as ſhortly we ſhall perceiue,procured 
to him ſelfe the commiſhon ro goe.to her, tothe end there 
ro.finde out ſome other meanes,which was this. The biſhop 
of Arras now called Catdinall Granuelle, being come as 
4 the King of Spayhes deputie to this. enteruicw , alleaged 
bl! among other things ,that France was infe&ed with Lu- 
 therans, among whom ſome were. cuen of the chiefſ 
$1.0! | lordes , naming the lord d Andelor, adding alſo that ſome 
1 | Fu | ofthe Princes were of the ſame profeſſion, who by meanes 

at; thereof lay in wayte for the crowne,whereunto they might 
Tl  eaſe]y attaine through the ayde and ſupporte of the Pro- 
305 | reſtites, as lately he had percciucd. Theſe words were not 

oken in waſt : for the Cardinal thereby deſirous to frame 
Rd | forme practiſe, diſcloſed to Granuelle all that he knew tou- 
|  ching certaine offers which the Proteſtante Princes had 


Lak madeto King Henry, rogither with the meetings there- 
Tal upon berwene the King/of Nauarre and them . This ſpake 
*\: hae henowto the ende to heare the others opinion , knowing 
i. bh | that vnlefſe he found ſome occaſion to ſtirre vp houſholds 

WW  inFrance;his owne driftes would be in vaine, & his family 


' cometo decaye. Grauelle on the other fide,conſfidering of 
what importance in his maſters aftaires'the breaking of 
theſe praiſes with the Proreſtantes might be, togither 
with the Cardinal of Lorraine Jaye. this foundation of 
peace: namely that their maſters were either of them of 


{uch 
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> | ſuchforce, thatincaſe the one ſhould onerthrowe the o- 
1 | ther,athird perſon mighreaſely ouercome the coquerer, 
and therefore that it was neceſſary to agree theminſuch- 
maner, that with their whole power they might together 
ſer ypon theſc & v39S , thereby to get the recompence 
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| fortheirowne lofles, firſt putting to death all ſuch as were 
within the 1uriſdiftions of both princes , not ſparing any. 
For the Cardinall of Lorraine hoped thatrhe Princes and 
great lordes of France ( which were thought to be Luthe- 
' rTans)being dead , the King and Realme ſhould thereby be 
ſo weakened that his family might with lefſe trauaile and 
colſte enioye the ſame . Alſo that their conhiſcations might 
be employed to the winning of ſeruants and friendes, Bur 
that which moſt of all encouraged him to vndertake-this 
matter, was that Granuelle ſhewed him, that he knew -no 
knight or captaine liuing more honoured and regarded 
then the Duke of Guiſe , who therefore was moſt worthy 
of ſuch a commiſsion. For preſently he beganin a fooliſh 
kinde of vaine hope to ſwallow vp whole countries and 
kingdomes , perſwading him ſelfec to ſtrike his ſtroke vn- 
der the goodlieſt pretence poſsible , namely the zeale of 
Religion , all which was but the deſtrution of Henry, his 
eſtate and ſucceſſion . For the Cardinall hauing once roo- 
ted chisprincipall propoſition in our Kings hearts , namely 
that they ought to ſtrayne their conſciences, alſo that vnto 
Heretikes they were not to obſerue any faith ,thereby he 
ſtrooke two wonderfull blowes . firſt, he drew to him moſt 
of the Catholike great lordes , eſpecially the Conſtable & 
others very affetionare proteours of France , whom he 
made his executioners incutting of their owne armes and 
legges, by perſccuting their fellow citizens . Secondly,he 
ſhould thereby make away the Princes, many noble lords, 
ſundry genclemen & infinite true Frechmen,who rogither 
yelded the crowne impregnable, and terrible in the eyes 
of their enemies. But vnder theſe two fetches ate hidden fo 
many ſl;ghes and praQtiſes, as thatit is vnpoſsible ro name 
them all, wherefore we will hcare rehearſe ſome, to ho 
ende 
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 ende the readers'may the better call the reſt: ro minde, 
not forgetting how that fince that the Cardinall had found 


this doore open, neither the King, neither his ſueceflours 
had euer any reſt, becauſe'they haue giuen ouer them ſel- 
ues vnto ſuch pernicious counſayle as hath bene alſo the 
deſtruftion ofthe Cardinall him ſelfe,and of moſt parte of 


his abetrours and ſuppotters, and yndoubrtedly will in time 
4intrappe his whole tamily and progenie: in as much as it is 
the will of God the iuſt udge,thatintothe pitte which the 
wicked haue digged, them ſclues ſhall firſt fall, and ſobe 
enſnared inthe nertthatthey haue pitched for others, and 


finally be firangled with the ſame coarde that they haue 


| rmiſted for their neighbour S, 


To conclude, the peace was granted to the great prein- 


dice of France,but the Cardinall forced nor of the price,ſo 
that it might in any wiſe ſerue his purpoſe . The hiſt article 
imported, that both the Kings ſhould procure a generall 


council, wherewith to reprefle all hereftes , which was as 
much to ſay , as after that the Pope and his adherents 
had concluded thereupon;they- ſhould on all fides afſayle 
the Lutherans , whercin|the Duke of Guiſe ſhould be one 
of the firſt charſhould beſet on worcke , As for the reſt of 
the articles, they were ſuch, as that by the report of moſt 
men, the Cardinall in them ſhewed him ſelfe fo fairhfull 
ynto the King of Spayne , that moſt of them proceeded in 
his fauour, withour any,or at the leaſt with very ſimple con- 
trouerfie , And notwiſtanding both the Conſtable and 
Marſhall of S. Andrewes were ioyned in commiſsion with 
him , yet did both he and Granuelle extremely proſecute 
rhe King of Spaynes comodirie. As for the Conſtable,not- 
withſtanding he plainly beheld the open wrong offered to 
his maſter, & did ſomewhar ſmell out the Cardinals intent, 
yerthrough an earneſt defire which he had to returne into 
France, there to repreſſe|('through his credire with King 
Henry ) the ambition of the ſaid Guifians , who in his opi- 
nion rooke their flighr ouer high, the effes whereof were 


partly diſcouercd in the praCtiſe of the mariage of their 
| niece, 


| —_— | - = 
| 
| 


CARDINAL OF LOR. 


' niece , for he began to feare leaſt this fire ſhould rake ſuch 
' hould,asthar in time it could hardly be quenched, did 
therefore caſely permit him ſelfe to be drawen, away after 


the Cardinals Jure in theſe affaires, 

And the Marſhall of S. Andrewes was no ſuch man as 
durſt withſtand the Cardinal: for hauing obreined his ho- 
nour through ſuch meancs as al men wor, it was no newes 
though his mind were ſcruile and his hearte of ſmal force 
or courage, Alſo alrhough the Cardinall miſtruſted that 
the Kings carneſt affeio vnto the Conſtable would pro- 


. cure,that preſently ypon his returne he ſhould becom eſ- 


peciall & principall counſaylour vnto him, yet accounting 


| the peace, as the briefeſt and moſt ready way to haſten 


the courſe of his thoughts, he carneſtly purſued the publi- 
cation thereof. 


Abour the ſame time, the Proteſtants.throvgh the fa- The Cari 
uour of ſundry great lordes and judges of the realme,be- yl; pus 
ganto looke abroade and lift vp their heades: but the Car againſt 


dinal preſently caught hould of this occaſion, thereby to 
further his intents: His determination therefore was to 
quayle the vpright iudges, thereby ro. diſcouer the beſt 
aftefed,rothe cnd to triumph cither in ſuppreſſing theirs 
conſtancie,or els in rooting them out,to plant men of his 
owne begetting in their roomes, whome afterwarde he 
might gouerne as he liſtc, and through whome he alſo 
might vndermine al other, proceding on ſtil he knowerth 
that the proteſtantes muſt either forlake their religion,or 
els mainteine the ſame . The forſaking of it,is the meanes 
ar better leiſure to bring them into bondage and fleze 
them. The mainteining of it muſt confiſt in the ſupport of 
the mightic,and men of authoritie, who thereby ſhal con- 
ſequently be excluded the court and al affaires of eſtate: 
whercby he & his ſupporters ſhal beare ſuch ſway as final- 
ly no man ſhal be ſo bolde as to withſtand him.he moreo- 
uer aſſured him felfe in ſuch wiſe to proucke King Henry 
againſt the mightieſt,that the place ſhould remaine empty 
for hina ahd his brethren of Guiſe, He thought this allo a 


very 


Protefta® 1 
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dyed ſodenly,being one'of the chalengers arthe tile with 


THE LEGEND OF THE 
very honeſt opportunirieto trippe the Conſtable, by rea- | 


| ſon that his nephewes (of Chaſtillon, together with the. | 


King of Nauarre and the prince of Conde, being wreſted 
from him vnder pretence of religion, he ſhould loſe the 
principal ſtay of his force, q 5 
Hereypon he ſtriker one of his greateſt ſtrokes a- 
gainſt the Courre of Parhament of Paris, beginning firſt 
with the Preſident Segmer , who was gone to rhe court, 
there roſue for the pay of certaine penſion due ynto him 
and his companions . For when he had pronounced his 
oratiori before the King, the Cardinal Repping forth faid 
ynto him. 1 ſuppoſe not that any man ſecketh-to ſtoppe 
your wages,prouided that your ſclues do faithfully exe- 
cute your vocations; andthen hauing ſharpely rebuked in 
the whole body of the Parliament their wincking at the 


© forming of pry againſtthe ſaid proteſtanrs, cauſed the 
...: King bitrerly co reproue the, and to command them ro cal 


the Mercurial which was the very net,wherwith to entrap 


F hardieſt. And hauing inthe parliament many afſuredſer 


uants,through their repotte he ſo enflamed the King,rthat 
he derermined perſonally there to aſſiſt, wheras hauing by 
courſe heard the definition of eyery man, he empriſoned 
Anna du Bourg and other coilſellers, This was the Cardi- 
nals proceeding againſt the faireſt pearle in King Henries 
crowne, procuring,ynder|the beaurifulpretence of Reli- 
pon, the notableſt company thar was in any place to be 


- found, by-litle and litlefor the moſt part to be conuer- 
red into a troup of ſlaues,dcuoid of al other honour ſa- 


uving the robe and outward countenance: fo that among 
al the miſchicfeswhich \euer the Cardinal wrought in 
France,this hath bene one of the principal. 

Alſo God iuſtly moued againſt fuch confuſed abuſes as 
rhen began to take rootezeſpecially Arheiſme,Magick,vn 
juſtice, whoredomes,with' other infamous dealings, be- 
gan to execute his iudgernents, whereof the Guiſians toke 
occaſion the more to trouble the eſtate. For King Henry 


the 
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_ | rhe Duke of Guiſe,, who followed him at the ſtripe wher- 
 ofhe reccmed his deathes wound, 
We haue already plainely perceiued how by the warres The beha 
of Picardic aad Italic,the Guiſians emfebliſhed the eſtate ors of the 
of King Henry.Now let vs therefore marke their dealings Guifians 
roward this princes perſon, as welin his life time as allo coward the 
at his death, 
This Prince naturally was milde & courteous as al men King He 

do knowe,butin bricfe, they marucilouſly altered his na- ry. 
rure, ſo thathad he Jiucd any longer, the peace with the 
\ King of Spaine would haue hatched terrible tragedies mm 
this kingdom . Before his comming to the crowne, he was 
committed to the gouernmet of the Cardinal, who ſoughr 
only to corrupt and ſpoyle him, becomming his baude and 
miniſter of amcrous behauiours. The very ſtones, cabbins 
and hangings of the houſe of Reims, wherein infinite 
whooredomes haue bene commirred, doe yet ſpeake of 
the ſame: yea not contentto entertoine about his perſon 
the Duchefſe of Valentinois,ro the Queenes grear gricfe 
and ſpite,they did through other infertour ſeruants entiſe 
other ladies & gentlewomeEon al fides, tothe end through 
ſuch accurſcd meanes to winne the fauour of this prince 
through the loſſe of his ſoule. We wilnor here ſpeake of 
the filthie and foule adultery which they procured him ro 
commit at his returne cutof Piedmont, while he was yet 
Dauphine,netther of that, that they haue brought vnto 
himſuch as belonged very neere vnto them ſelues, rothe 
end he mightrake his pleaſure with them, rthatis, pollute 
him ſelfe in ſundry and ſtrange wiſe. How oft hath the Car 
dinal fretting at his brother rhe Duke of Guile, ſaid. vnto 
him, that neuer uckold ſung faire ſong ? Ler others weye 
with them {clues whom he touched. Peraduenture Henry 
had companions, but he was the firſt loſt in theſe falthi- 
nefles,through the dealing of theſe men. Hereofir came 
that for the deſtruttion both of his body and ſoule,ſoone 
after his comming ro the crowne, they inuented a thou- 
ſand meanes to entertaine him in wantonnes,and turning 


his 


perſon of 
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his minde from God,in ſitcceflion of time to ſer alin trou- 
ble, whereby themſclues might fiſh the better . We mult 
therefore view ſome particularitics.Queene Katherine de 
Medicis remained barrein ſundry yeres,wherof King Hen 
ry being yer Danphine was very ſorowful.Theſe our lords 
hereupon hauing brought in the Seneſchal, cndeuoured 
ro procure Henry to ſend home his wife into Italic. Yea, 
once atRoſhillon ypon Roſne they helde a great parlia- 


| ment in ful determination to ſend home this Queene, 
| whoafterward was wel affiſted by the Cardinalot Chaſe. 


tillon in the ſame matter , Then ſecmed ſhe an earneſt 
Chriſtian.on the one fide, the Bible was ſtil ypon the table 
wherein ſometime herlſelfe read, ſometime the cauſed o- 


_ thers torcade: On the/orher fide, it chanced that vpon 
| the commandement of the great King Francis,Clement 
| Marothadtranſlatcd thirtic pſalmes into French,which 


were ſet in muſicke by ſundry good muſitions,for both the 
King and the Emperour Charles the fifth had allowed of 


this tranſlation,as appcarcd both in their wordes and re- 


wards: Bur whoſocuer lotied or feruently embraced them, 
ordinarily either ſinging or cauſing them to be ſoung, 


| this yong Prince Henry then Dauphine was nothing be- 
| hind, wheruponthe Godly praiſed God,and his minions, 


eathe Seneſchal her ſelfe counterfeited aloue of them, 


| & would fay to him, My lord, Shal not 1 haue this? you ſhal 


giue me that ifit pleaſe you. Wherby ſometimes he had e- 
nough to do to ſatiſhe both his own fancy and theirs alſo. 


euery man might thereby percciue howe deſirous he was 
ro be blefſed in ſtocke,) as that pſalme doeth imporrte. 
Shortly hereafter tac Dauphine multiplied in children: 


| but her huſband Henrie in ſteade of acknowledging ſuch 
a benchie, began ro followe the abominacions of 'this vil- 


lanous 


| Howbeit he eſpecially kept for him ſelfe the hundred & 

| eighr and rwenticth Pſaline, beginning thus, Bleſſed arr 

| thou thar feareſt God, &c. Whereto himſelfe ſer a rune, 

| bothverie pleaſant and correſpondent vnto the wordes. 
The ſame did he fo often ſing, and cauſe ro be ſung, thar 
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| IanousSeneſchal,doing worſe then before,ſo that Imay(as 


I ſuppoſe) ſay this blefling was turned into a curſe, where- 


_ yntothe Cardinal of Lorraine was a fit inſtrument: For he 


percciuing that Henrie delited in theſe hoke ſongs,which 
are the bulworkes of chaſtitie, and capital enemies ynto 
al flthines, fearing leſt thereby with the time he might be 
wonne the better to loue his wife, and to ſend away his 


| harlot, and fo conſequently the credite of my Lords of 


Guiſe, being builded vpon ſo filthie a foundation ſhoulde 
fall downe,began firſt to reproue the tranſlation,and then 


| the Pſalmes them ſclues, ſubſtituring in their ſteades the 
 Jaſciuious verſes of Horace,together with other foohſhe 
| ſongs and abominable loue matrers of our French Poets 


whome he brought into credit, Then began Ronſarde,lo- 
delle, Baife, and other vile Poets to come into eſtimation, 
And God no longer permitted his Name to be fo propha- 
ned, but plucked away his praiſes, to the end ro commir 
them to the mouthes of infants and babes. The Pſalmes, 
and Marothim ſelte were rogether baniſhed. Alkinde of 
vile ſongs and laſciuious mulike rooke place, through the 
eſpecial fauour of the Cardinal the Mecenas to al theſe 
ks or inuenters. And the betrerto end altheir labour, 
they through the Seneſchal rooke from the King al godly 
mulike, and depriued the Queene of her chaplaine Bo- 
teyler,who in thoſe daies preached the word ſyncerely,gi- 


 uing vnto King Henrie a Sorbonical door of their owne, 
a man both ignorant and wicked cuecn to the end, and 


ſo plucked out of his heart, that litle ſparke ef godlines 
which peraduenture was centred therinto. Afterward,they 
became King Henries companions,cſpecially after he was 
King,yeain more wiſc then honeſtie could endure, Here 


+ therefore to rehearſe and ſtirre vp ſuch villanies, it were 


bur to much to trouble the readers: Let ſuch therefore as 
can call ro minde all the time paſſed, fince the yere 


* 15 50,cuen vnto death, with me reduce before their cies 
: the wicked practiſes which the Guiſians haue praftiſed 


vpon this poore Prince.Firſt in the deſtrutis of his ſoule, 
mainteining 
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1 if maintaining a harlot in his boſome, and behauing them 
1: ſelues ſo vnworthilie in his ſeruice, as that willing]y I wold 

{ 1818 to God I had ncuer heard ſpeaking thereof. The yerie ta- 
id blets made and preſented vnro the Cardinal him ſelfe, ro- 
(al erher with his countenances and maners of behauiour 

| i i | haue ſufficiently ſhewed it. Againe, what goodnes haue 
i js they done to the Queene ? Nay, what cuil hauc they not 
4 0h commitrred againſt her |? | Henrie left foure ſonnes aliue, 
di dlily Firſt, how they dealt with Francis,we ſhal preſently per- 
Jig cciue. What confuſions haue we through their meanes 
W's bene toſſed withal, during the raigne of Charles ? Or if 


the Cardinalliued, how would he handle Henry the third 

through the meanes of Queene Louylſe of Lorraine? Lo- 

ued he rhe Duke of Alenſon ? Nay,but contrariwiſe atthe 

| Kings departure into Poland, he defrauded the faid Duke 
Tf of the licucenantſhippe,conferring the ſame to his nephue 
Jj.'f the Duke of Lorraine, and vnder colour thereof gouerned 
more malepartly then eyer before. Bur al theſe iniuries do 
Fi requirea more cxa& (diſcourſe, which hereafter we will 
looke ypon. Thus therefore hauing ſcorned Henric and al 


inco ſuch confuſion, that in mans iudgement'the king- 
dome is paſt al hope of reſtauration, or being reduced to 
anie {mal forme of rhe priſtinate and auncient glorie, In 
i 3! this Prince Henrie the ſeconds life time, alſo they began 
hk. conore out ſuch of his ſeruants as diſpleaſed them, dif- 
perling ſome of them) abroad, bringing others into dif- 
pleaſure, remouing fr5 the King his faithful counſailers & 
BN Wet bringing in their own minions & bondmE, through whoſe 
R. meanes this Prince was perſuaded that the Lords of Guiſe 

|_| were his moſt truſtie and faithful ſeruants, who ſowed dif- 

| | | | ſenfionamong the orher Princes and great Lords, tothe 
||, | endrhar drawing the one partie vnto their fide, they 
q mighewiththe lefle Jabour deſtroy the other, All theſe 


particularicies ſhal better be ſcene hereafter in their or- 
| der, 


Mid | | | | 

$i his, they haue repleniſhed his houſe with abominarions, 
Fi and his realme with troubles, they haue deſtroyed the 
Wh  _ *mightrie,cntrapped the meane ſorr,and brought al things 
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der, whereby theſe iniuries ſhal plainely be perceiued. Ae 
this preſent thus much we wil tay, which alſo al true 
Frenchmen wil ſtand vnro: that conſidering the breuitie 
of King Henries life, he did them in fo ſhort rime more 
good, then anic King his predeceflor did cuer yntoal his 
whole houſhold togerher : he ſuftred more, he bare more 
with them, dares more forowe, grief, vnduetiful beha- 
uiours, loffes and hinderances by rhem.chen cuer maſter, 
friend or father ſuſtcined arrthe hands of their ſervants, 
companions,or chiidren, For beſides that while he Jiued, 
they infinic wates and times,rurned away from him,ſcking . 
the deſtruftion of both his bodic and ſoule ro their pow- 
ers, they haue alſo contaminated his houſe, matred his 


| children, and conſumed his people:euen at his death they 


haue ſhewed what regard in his life time they had vnto 
him. We heard beforc how the eldeſt brother perceming 
the death of the greatKing Francis art hand,fcorned him, 
calling him yoncker. They al now haue bene nothing be- 
hind, bur haue vetcred many more ſignes of diſobedience, 
and of their trecherous hearts roward King Henric at his 
death, who was their eſpecial friend, natural Lord and 
mightic bencta&Qor, What a fight was it to the French 


| nation bewayling the ſo vntimely and vnlooked for death 


of their Prince, to beholde ar the ſame inſtant of his de- 
ccalle,the Duke of Guiſe and the Cardinal of Lorraine 
with toyiul countenances, taking their yong King and ne- 
phue, » "vAayy xk. him from the Tournelles vnto the 
ea,there was one who [cmed to name that day, 

and rhar not impertinently, the Euen of the feaſt of three 
Kings. For there wasno man ſo ignorant, but that viewing 
theſe Lordes on horſebacke,might wel tudge that France 
ſhould now hauc the King inheritour, King in name only, 
and the rwo Lords of Lorraine Kings in effec, or at the 
leaſt,rwo craftie and cruel tyrants, as fince they have ma- 
nifcſted them ſeues. Moreouer it is the duerie of the grear 
chamberlaine' to take the, charge ouer the dead Kings 
corpes yntilit be burted : Now the Duke of Guile was 
E.j. great 
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1 chamber]2ine, for » had cuenin maner forcibly ra- 
enthe fame office from the houſe:of Longueuille, Who 
then letred the Duke of. Guiſe and Cardinal of Lorraine, 
| baumgaking ar hear; deuorion, yea,it we way ſo ſay, ar 
| their commandement,|fiom doing heir ducties; but thar 
needes they m uſt Ry foriake the corpes as fome hil- 
thie carton ? Wiac may-be ſa1d of them that ſo ſhame- 
fuily-abandoned t the : cqrpes of their King and Lord, no- 
thing caring cr thinking vpon thegadeand burial of the 
ſame? for the which cau{thorh the Conſtable and alorher 
the Kings truftie & faithitul ſervants remained ſtil behind, 
Yea,if rheyhad but layed vntil the bodic had bene colde 
and affuredly * dead, or atirhe leaſt if they had but-ſhewed 
ſome countenance of ſbrow. Howbeir peraducnture this 
inhumanitic proceded/of char they had gorten ſome inck- 
ling thatKing Henrie was minded to drize them away, 
preſcacly after the rriumphes and feaſtes were ended: or 
_ rather their owne ambition permitted them not long to 
deterre the diſcouerie of thatwhich their hearts conſpi- 
34 red, which was, vnderthe/name of their nephug F:ancis 
4% to raigne buervs, waiting beuer occaſion to proceede, 
| Well peraduenture they dealt betrer with Francis the ſe= 
cond,and fo bchaued them ſclucs , that now they Gelcrued 
ro haue their former offcaces concealed. Let vs there tore 
i ſee whether it be oornot. $1, 

_} y eirbehy-. This yong Prince,being fixteene yeres old at the moſt, 
* ws to-. Teigned ſcarce ſcuenteenc monethsfully : but we may ſky 
i Il 4 Eran. and lyc nor, that ncuerRealme ; in ſeuenteene moneths | 
bl the ſe- ſpace wasſo ſhaken as gut poore France , allthroughthele 
1:41 mens ambirion: yea I dare afhirme that in caſe/God for 
by. _ the juſt puniſhment of pur finnes had prolonged the ſaid 
Francis reigne other ſeuenteene moneths, the houſe of 
Valois had vrterly loſt the crowne, andthe whole nobijitie 
might well hae prepared them ſclues vnto dezrh;or other” | 
frange bondage and violences.The people,the giticers of 
wſtice and cuen the Clergig them ſelues could haue alſu- 


red them ſclues of no orher then moſt horrible ty ranpie. 
10 
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To the end therefore;that allthis may the more eds 
be perceiued,let vs marcke the ordering of the. Realmein 
the ſaid ſeuenteene moneths ſpace. Furſt they rauithed the 
King out ofthe handes of the Eſtates of the Realme and 
ofhcers of the crowne,conueying him cuen at thc houre of 
his fathers death into the Louure, with his brethren , mo-» 
ther and wife. There they fo warely watched him and di- 
Jigently kept him,rhar no man might comencere him, vn- 
lefle ſome of the Guiſiis were at hid, A the rene time alſo 
began they ro be called the Kings kepers, They drciue away 
the Conſtablcand others, ey ſend away the Princes of 
the blood,ope tocariethe order jnto- Spayne ,an other to 


condutttheJady Elizabeth, another to conftirme the peace 


in Flanders ; and finally vied them,as we (halſce comming 


ro ſpeake of their dealings K4'h ee ſundry Princes of the 


blood, They take or rather wreſte from, themihe dealings 
inthe affaires of eſtate: for when the Parliaments bad ſent 
cheir depures to the King,he gaue them to vnderſtand that 
his two vncles, the Cardinall of Lorraine and the Duke of 
Guile had the whole dealinges ; commangingthat thence 
forth all men ſhould reſorte vato them in all matters rou- 
ching the e(tate of him and his Realmes and dominjons, 
charging all mento obey them as him lelte. Here youſlce 
raem by their owne inſtrument declared Kings : tor this 
yong Prince/vcing of no experience,and miſerablc in that 
he was lincked into ſuch companie , ſaid and did nothing 
bur what they luſted : becauſe the Cardinal had ſoenured 
him to his ignes, that ar the Icoſt motion of his counte- 
nance,the King > ſpake, walked ot helde his peace,&c. In {o 
much that he was alſo termed the Kings life or ſoule, for,to 
ſay the eruthjhe cauſed the King to moue or {tznd ill, yea 
to counterfaite What colitenance {o eucr he thought g good. 
Hauing ſcateres the princes ; and lordes whbm they ſuſ- 
pected , I=tys behold hows! tacy dealtwith thereft. As tou- 
ching the privy council, after they had once. afſured rhem 
ſclues of the Chanceler Oluer whom they reuoked , who 
allo fo farre forgot God and him ſelf, that he gaue hem 
BE. 1}. Us$ 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 


his conſcience, they brought rhereinto whomſoeuer them 
ſclues repoſed any confidence in. After the time of Henry, 
the Parliaments conſilted of fuch men as had brought in 
moſt money, and the chiefeſt fanour of mighty men. The 
Guiſians conſidering thatthey ſtood in need of ſuch men, 
had broughr in by litle and litle the children of the grea- 
reſt yſurers and extortivners, with ſuch other maner of 
people,who haue corrupred all diuine & humane equirie, 
and retailed ſuch offices as they bought by grear,or had in 
recopence of ſome bribes, reueiled contrary to their othe 
the {ecretes of the Courte, and finally violated iuſtice 
in all fortes:ſo thatirwas an cafie matter for the Guiſians 
ro order theſe courres at their owne deuorions, bride- 
ling ſome , and repleniſhing other ſome with vaine hope, 
That which touching theſe matters they had pradtited 


' Inthertime of Henry,they/did now vnder Francis the ſe- 


conde more hotely procecde in, in ſo much thar fince 
they haue had great ſupporte on that fide . They began al- 
ſo ro order the eſtates of the Kings houſhold , yſurping 
therein the office of the Conſtable as then great Maſter 
ill, To the cade to bringin their owne feruantes , and 
men of their owne conditions, they diſplaced parte of the 
lare Kings officers , who before had ſtill continued from 
the father to the ſonne , whom they IJeaft vnder pretence 
of good husbandrie : others they-diſmifled giuing them 
halfe paye in the name of penſions, gt” yen the 


new eſtate of houſhold officers did farre furmount the o- 


ther. The prouinces of the Realme and frontier townes, 
were furniſhed with thejrſuppoſts, and ſuchas liked them 


. Not were ſente home to| their dwelling places: All gouer- 


nours , heades and captaines of warres and townes , were 
commaunded to obey the Duke of Guiſe,as the Kinges 
owne perſon . The reuenues were pur into the handes of 
ſuch as the Cardinal moſt fauoured , and all the courtes of 
Parliament were admoniſhed.that he had the ſuperinten- 
dence ouer all matters of cſtate . To the ende them ſclues 
only may remaine armed , they forbid the wearing of all 
| armes, 
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armes , eſpecially of dagges and fyer woods, alſo of long 
clokes and great hoſen.For the Cardinal being of a cowar- 
dly naturc , was warned by a Necromantian at Rome, that 
he ſhould be {1ainc with ſome fyec ſtatfe through the enuy 
of ſuch enemies as he ſhould procure im France, when he 


 wereat his higheſt degree of honour, 


Their firſt ryrannous praftiſe was in perſecuting the 
Proteſtantes in the perſons of certaine counſayiers of the 
Patliamentof Paris,eſpecially Anna du Bourg , whole pro- 
cesis amply deſcribed in ſundry treatiſes and diſcomſes, 
eſpecially in the hiſtory of Francis the ſecond lately fer 
forth, which reucileth ſundry villainous iniuſtices and 


wickednefſe,commitred by certain iudges whom the Car- 


dinal had appoſed and ſuborned. 

An other praftiſe was in raiſing the commons againſt 
the Nobility 1n maner following . For to ſupprefle ſuch as 
might contrary them , alſo to obteine the goodwill of the 
commons, and to make their goucrnement agreable vnto 
them, they publiſhed letrers of reuocation of all alicna- 


tions,as wel for life as yeres, whether they were in recom- 


pence for feruice or otherwiſe , except ſales, the coyne_ 


whereof had bene beſtowed vpon the Kinges great and 
weighty affaires, without any colluſton , rogither with the 


appanage of the daughters of France, andthe dowry of . 


the late Queene Elconor , whichrhe infante of Portugal 
did poſſefle, all the reſt were thereby reunited vnto . 4 
Kings demaines and ordinary receyts. This was the way to 
bring the mighty into their handes, and procure them Fel. 
ues more ſeruants then before,by obtcining for them ſuch 
declaratory Ictters as them ſclucs liſted, 

The third praRtiſe was by driuing away the King of Na- 
uarre the firit prince of the blood, through the moſt vnwor 
thy meancs that might be,which alſo ſhallbe mentioned in 


_ therreatiſc oftheir dealings againſt 5 princesof the bloud. 


By the fourth they wreſted from the C6ftable rhe office 


| ofgreat Maſter,for the Duke of Guiſe , & bought the Mar- 


ſhall Briſſac with the goucrnmen of Picardie , which rhey 
EM"; plucked 


| 


| 
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\ucked out of the handes of the Admiral of Chaſtillon, 
inthe fifth, to the ende'ro fortific them ſclues againſt 
the preparariues framed fqrthe reprefling of their tyran- 
ny, they made cighteene knights of the order at one clap, 
making of a marke of knjechood, throughly tryed and 
vnblameable ,a collarvntq all kinde of beaſtes, | 
For the fixr ,codering allthis was not ſufficient, bur thar 
with the time it was to be feared, left 5 eſtars would chalege 
their auncictpriuiledges & liverty, by meanes wherof their 
licemtiouſnes would Tye on Jong, fir r{ they cauſed the King 
woderfully ro miſlike ofthe voice that wente,thatthe peo- 
ple was deter mined! in the Kings minority to demande the 
eſtates: & rhis brought hey very ſubrilly to paſſe through 
 diers i}eighrs, © pri acipall wherof was to bring the migh- 
tick into fearc through ſome notable meanes;&lo to winne 
the Queene mo 2ther , thazſhe mightbe rhe inſtrumicntto 
{trike this ſtroke They therfore propounded vnrto this wo- 
man, who otherwiſe was ſuffic tently pinched with the bur- 
nibg yrons of her owne ambition, tharifthe eſtates ſhould 
take -placg,as the enemics bf her auRority wiſhed, ſhe ſhold 
be ſent to ercffe & trimme|her gard&s,or els chucyed ouer 
the mountes:& ther efore,thar as her faithfull ſeruirs, they 
FO bg counſayled hertoloke to it, Now they regarded norher fo 
$30 much, for in caſe King Fraricis had ouerliued rhe King of 
(LEY Nauarre,& Prince of Conde,whom they were determined 
de Bt to purto death alitle before thatthe eſtates were houlden 
at Orleans, they would ſone haye made her ro haue ſcud- 
- HP ded,for they marucilouſly fuſpe&ed her minde &nature:ir 
{ iy was therfore their owne commodiry wherat they leucled. 
. $4.49 Byt this woman feining nortro percejue their ſubrilties,told 
Wl them that the beleued their words, & ſtilrhe more & more 
44" ro eſtabliſh her ſc]Jf& play them ſome fine pricke, ſhe writ 
to her ſonne in law the King of Spayne, complaining vpon 
the King of Nauarre &rhe! princes,as ifthey had fought(by 
meanes of che eftares ) trorcduce her vnto the eſtate ofa. 
handmayd Sone after returned the pacquet onr of Spaine, 


pros Qin King Philippe w: bh how he was certified thats cer- 
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CARDINAL OF LOR 


taine ſeditious perſons & rebe!s,endeuored to moue.ſome 
trroubles,ſcking to alter the regiment of the kingdome ſo 
wiſely already citabliſhed by ſo many ceunſelers, & by the 
lace King Henry his good brother &farher ih Jaw,as it the 
King his brother in law were nor of him ſelt capable ro ad- 
miniſter it,or to comir icvnto ſuch as he thought.good v- 
out the intermedling of any other conſent,or regeuing a- 
ny lawe at his ſubic&s hands, which he orgnt agt- oo per- 
mit: Wherefore for his. parhe woulde wiltiagly cmploy 
his whole power in the maintenance of tae; aut/io71te, of 
him and his miniſters, although it ſhould colt botiz the lite 


of him ſclfe,and of fourty thouſand men whome he had un - 
a readinefle,if any man ſhould attempr the contrary ;- tor, 


ſaid he,he bare him ſo great good wil, that he woulde de- 
clare him ſelfe the tutor and proteour both.of him and 
his kingdome, and alſo of his affaires, the which were to 
himin no leſſe recommendation then his owne. Thus may 
you ſce how the hercedital cnemie of the crowne of Frace 
was called tothe defence of their tirannye. Many accoun- 
red theſe letters ful of wonderful preſumptic,that atorein 
prince durſtthus openly in the preſence of che whole pri- 
we counſel(tor theſe letters were read among them al e- 
uen before the King of Nauarres face) aboliſh the french 
liberty, and ouerthrowe the auforitic of the eſtates. Bur 
the Guiſians had already aduertiſed him in what eſtate all 
thinges ſtoad, andin caſe matcers had {o fallen our as they 
began to doe, he had'had his ſharc among them. So at the: 
ſame inſtant,theſe che ſpaniardes letters were as effeCtual 
as they deſired, for preſently the King of Nauarre began 
ro cappe them,and of his owne accorde toſeke al occalios 
wherby to returne to the defenct & cuſtodie of his coſutry. 
howbcis the better to walk him, he rogethet with rhe Car 
dinal of Bourbo & the Prince of Ia RochSuryon who were 
toined.in his commiſſion, were appointed rocodutty, Lady 
Elizabeth the kings filter who was maricd tothe ſpaniard, 
& her at 7 frontiers both of Frice & Spaine to deliver vp. 
- Now therefore pecciuingthatthe more they ſought the 
| E.u1, |  haſtening 
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 haſtening of the ouerthrowe of France, the more they 
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opened the mouthes of al true Frenchmen, they derermi- 
ned to fortihe them ſelues by alluring the Parliaments, 
the Clertgie and the men of warre to their parres. The 


Cardinal ſuppoſed the aduancement of religion,and mul- 
 tiplication of the profeflors thereof,to be to him a good- 


ly prerence wherewith to inticc the Clergic : Asfor the 
Parliaments,in as much as manic of the counſaylers and 
preſidents placed in the ſame, came in at the windowes, 
and were men but of ſmal conſciences, they needed no 
great labour to haſten themForward to the afſubicing of 
them ſclues to the houſe of Guiſe, for ſuch good men as 
remained,being terrified with the examgles of Anna du 
Bourg and others, laid their handes vpon their mouthes, 
Alſo the men of warre ſcing the Pcinces ho!de their pea» 
ces,and perceiuing the Duke of Guiſe in his armour, whi- 
left others both high and lowe were in their ſhirtes, way- 
ting eueric houre for to be ſlaine,toke part with the migh- 


_ Lieſt, And notwithſtanding al men, one and other, were 


aſſuredby ſufficient conieures,that the drifr whereunto 
the houſe of Guile aſpired, was farre other then they re- 
penn : yerthey being watered with a certaine vaine 
ope,alſo tothe end to maaintaine thEſelues 1n their ima- 
gincd proſperitic,as men vtterly deuoid of vnderſtiding, 
did wholy caſt them ſclues headlong into this goultfe. 
The Guiſians being thus in fauour, and hauing expul- 


Ted al ſuch as were not of their bande, did determine 


betrer to Jooke ro their matters vpon this occaſion. As 
King Francis grew , ſo did he more and more reueile an 
afſured iudgement of his [evil heakh. Now had they 
married him to their niece the Queene of Scots, and 
had betimes procured him to! taſte all worldly delites,and 
bewrapped in his wifes ſwathing cloutes, to the end to 

calde him the more ſupple and delicate to their hand- 
ling : But this Prince being ſickely, who alſo in his yourh 


| had foreſhewed a moſt dangerous euil diſpotition, by rea - 


fon he could neither hoake nor ſpir forth, cauled that cer- 
taine 
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raine his phyſitions of the creationof the Guiſians, ſe- 
cretely warned them to proutde for: their owne cſtates, 
; for as muchas the King was no man of long continuance. 
| Vpon this report, the Cardinal hauing alrcadic moſt men 
bound to his hand, to the cnd ro finde out rheir affe&i- 
| ons towarde the King , woulde ſometime bewaytie the 
| milerie of the preſent time, alſothe Kinges vnweldines, 
| who ſhoulde not peraduenture haue leylure, ſaid he, to 
| puniſh the heritikes, ſorhar al rhinges mighr after his 
| death happilie be rurned otherwiſe. Hauing then ſtrouke 
' this ſtroke, and finding that manie did euen halfe wiſhe 
; that hewould inuent ſome ſtedfaſt meanes, proceeded on 
' inferring vpon the Kings ficknefſe, whome maliciouſly he. 
after a maner taxed of leprofie,and thatin double conſi- 
 deration : Firſt to bringrthe Frenchmen our of taſte in 
their natural loue which they beare to their Kings, becauſe 
the King was (as they made men to belecue) infeted 
\ with ſuch a contagious diſcaſe, and fo ro prepare them 
againſt anew change : and next to bring the proteſtants 
inco ſuch hatred(whome he pretended tro make aurhours 
of this bruite) with the King, that through his comman- 
dement they might be vrrterly exrermined, to the end 
that they being thus made away, the Guifians mighe 
fhnde no man to withſtand them. Following this deter- 
mination, they bruited abroade through therr patrakers, 
that the King went ro Bloys to take phylicke for the 
ſpottes in his tace, and when anie man asked the mea- 
ning of ſuch ſpcach, theſe {pies woulde cloſely whiſper 
them in the eares, {aying,that afſuredly King Francis 
was infe&ed with leprofir, and that tothe end to procure 
his health,he muſt neceflaril;e be bathed in the blood of 
manic yong children: allo that there was alreadie a com- 
miſſion giuen forth for che raking vp of the moſt beauti- 
ful and healrhiull from foure yeres olde vnto fixe . To 
be briefe, theſe ruffians which followed the Courr, being 
hiycd by tie Cardinal, went abroade into the boroughes, 
townes, and villages along the riuer of Loyre enqui- 
| EoVs ring 
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ring of the number of children, being preſently followed 
by an other number,who/inquired whether anic had bene 
there to take aregiſter of their ſaid children, ,wilingthem 
ro take heede how they did deliuerthem, becauſe it was 
tothe'end to bathe the King intheir blood. Theſervoices 
mightily terrified al the! countrey abour Loyte, and the 
King after his comming to Bloysheard therotalſo,where- 
arboch he and hismother were greatly moucd: Butche 
Cardinal caſt al the fault vypon the Proteſtants, ſo perſua- 
ding the King, that he kindeled.in him{uch a hatred as re- 
maned printed in his heart vnto-his liues end. Howbeit 
one of thn villaines who had ſpred theſe newes, and yn- 
der colour of warning ihe 95 ah had gathered'great 
ſtore of money, being rakernere vnto Loches. and found 
guiltie; and ſo finally, condemned to be beheaded, con- 
tellcd, maintained anl affirmed ecuen vntil his laſt paſpe, 
that the Cardinal had \cauſed to giue this commiſſion) 
both ro him and manie others. Al which norwithſtanding, 
they bent againſt the Proteſtants, and although that a 

moneth or five weekes'before they had publiſhed a fufh- 
clentrigorous Edict againſt the ſaid Proteſtants, yer did 
the: Cardinal -now ct on a freſh onſet of three Edictes 
in Nouember, 1 5 5 9./Inone of the whichthcſe wordes 


were expreſſed. That in the afſemblies both by day and | 
nightof the Proteſtants, not only the vſe of the Romith | 
church was villanouſly prophaned,bur alſo that ther were | 
ſundric vile wordes, both infamons,and reproctiul againſt | 
the King, and ſuch as in deede tended only to the encou-: | 


raging of the commons to ſedition, were there alia diſper 
ſed and {pred abroade.! But althis ſcrued onel 7 to pro- 


| 


uoke ſundrie perſons, yea, ſuch as were indeede enemies. | 


tothe religion, and to/ moue them to ſuſpc& thatthere: | 


was other matter thenxeligion, which in this poinr,as al- 
{ſo in manie others, ſerucd but for a ſhadow. In the meane 
rimethe Guifians raiſed ſuch a blotre vpon their nephue, 
that alchough he were noleper, yerafcer thoſe reportes he 
lo moſt part of his ſeppration: » 


| Hereupon | 
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wed' | | Hereupon allo aroſe two new accidents,which brought 
ene | the Cardinal agaie out of remper: the one was becauſe, 
cm | the preſident Minard one of his{laues of the Parliament 
was | of Paris,was {lane with a dagge by vuknowen perſons : 
ICES | another was that one of his good ſcruancs named Iulian' 
the | Ferme, was allo killed neere vrito Chambourg where the 
ere | King was. This Ferme was departedeo carie manic re- 
the' | membrances to Paris , concerning the mating of the 
ſua- | procciles of diucrs of the greateſt Princes and Lards of, 
Som | the reaſme, rogither with manic notable perſens, favou- 
beit- | rTers of the religion, The Cardina! therctorc taking his 
Vn- | aduantage of thetic occaſions, gaue a new on{ct with this 
reat." flaunder aforeſaid vpon the Proteſtants, and by letters 
und | parents forbiddeth rhe bearing of armes more firaightly 
ON— | chen before, through ſuch reportes bringing rhe ing into 

| the hatred of the people, which neucr was wore ſo ro be 
lon ſuſpected. During theſe affaires, name!f the three and 
' | rwentieth day of December,the Couniaiier cu Bourg was 
at 2 | putto dearh,togither with ſungrie other Proteſtants in 
ufft- | Giuers places, to the greatdiſplcaſure and griete not ons» 
did | lie of ſfundric Frenchmen , bur alſo of raanic forraine 
ctcs | Princes. | | | 

| Howbeital this is nothing in reſpe@ of ſuch confuſtons 
and | and miſhappes, as the Guiſjans did afterward entangle 


S) 
U9 
- 


nity | theKing and his dominions in. For their dealings open- 
wy ' Iy importing ryrannic, their viſual threates againſt the 
10ſt | 


| mightieſt in the realme, their ſerting backe of the Prin- 
0u-" | ces and great Lords, their deſpiſing of the eſtates of the 
pF | realme, their corrupting of the chiefeſt of rhe juſtices, 
r0- | who were reduced to the devotion of theſe new gouer- 
nies. | nours, the revenues of the kingdome at their comman- 
cre | dementdeuided, and given where they' pleaſed, as like» 
S als | wiſe were al offices and benefices,and to bebricfe, their 
anc | vioſentregiment being of it {cite vnlawful, had alcogether 
Wwe, |prouoked & moued ſuch hatred againſt the both of great 
She | and ſma), that thercof proceeded the enterpriſe wheroftla 

 Renandier was captain inthe name,& vnder the aduow of 
pon | the 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 
the ſecond Prince ofthe blood, the handling & breaking 
whereof we wil more largely declare in the utle of their 
behautours tothe nobillitic. | | 

At this preſentler vs marke how at that time they moc 
ked the king and his eſtate. A certaine aduocate of Paris 
named des Auenelles,had warned them that there were 
certaine practiſes in hand againſtthem, whereypon they 
vied the helpe of the Queene mother in calling the lords 
of Chaſtillon to the court, where by their aduice they fra- 
med anew ediftin the Kings name,in the which they qua 
lifted the rigours of ſuch as before ſtoode in force againſt 
the proteſtants. This did they only to the end to breake of 
the ſaid enterpriſe, mining inconrinently after to reuoke 
the fame,as by particular letters they certified their band 
flaues of the Parliament of Paris , whereas this edit was 
immediatly publiſhed,and the qualifications inregiſtred 
in the ſecret refiſter, in ſuch wiſe neuertheles that ſome 
counſelers ſo farre forgat themſelues, as to ſay that it was 
but a falſe trap to catchithe proteſtanes in . This was their 
dalying with the Kings faith, bringing vpon our Kinges an 
infamous blot & blemiſh, namely to be periurers and vn- 
faithtul.In the meane tijac hauing freſh aduertiſements, in 
ſKead of thinking vpon their regimer, or effeRually decla- 
ringthatthey mentnotito be ſuch me as hitherto they had 
bene reported, either that they ſought to treade downe 
the Kings authoriry,they now gathered power on al ſides, 
gaue money out ofthe Kings coffers to Auenelles and o- 
ther ſpies,ſent men of warre cucry way,and kept the king 
in the middeft of them ſclucs, procuring, during thele 
broyles, certaine letters whereby the Duke of Guiſe was 
made licutenanrt general for the King with al abſojure au- 
thoritie : then was there no talke but of purring alto fire 
and ſworde,and {laying of infinite noble men and gentle- 
men,and ſoblemiſhingthe name, honour, ſighr & reigne. 
of this yong King, with/the moſt horrible cruchkies that e-! 
uer were knowe.for the firmamenr,carth & ſea ſhalbe wit-; 
neſfſes of the barbarouſnes of theſe monſters, who haue: 


repleniſhed 


CARDINAL OF LOR. 


repleniſhed al France with blood, the heauEs with witneſ- 
ſes and iudges, and the carth with complaintes. Their tre- 
chery appeared in thatthey would neuer permir the King 
to heare(as he ought ro hauc O96 iuſt complaints of 


' his ſubie&s, whom they ſo villanoully entreated before his 
; cies.He oft demanded cuen with teares what he had done 
| againſt his people, why they ſhould be ſo moued againſt 
| him(forthele Lords ſtil blew in his eares that they fought 
| toſlaye him,and vnder pretence thereof, had enuironed 
{ him withtroupes of armed men,gathered from among the 
| worſte members of the whole realme,whome fince they 


haue continewed torhe end to keepe themſclues abour 
our Kings, whoſe dignitic they haue thereby conuerted in 


' toI wor not what kinde of Perſian pompe,or Turkiſh ter- 
. Tour)and ſaid that he would gladly here their complaintes 


& reaſons.yea ſometimes he would ſay to his good yncles: 


; I wotnot what theſe commotrions meane: I heare ſay that 


you be they who the people is offended withal: I would ro 


> | Godyou would for a while deparrt,to the end we might be 
- the better certified whether this people be grieued at you 


or me.Bur as the murderer that helde his enemies farher 


' In his armes did by that meanes ſaue his owne life, ſothe 
| Guiſians ioyning them ſelues (as the yuie abour the pyra- 
' mide)cloſe to the yong Kings fides, did conningly warde 
| theſe blowes, wherewith vndoubred]y they ſhould haue 
' benepearced through. They did therefore reiet al theſe 
| the Kings wordes, afſuring him that neither he nor my 
\ Lords his brethren ſhould remaine one houre after their 
S| departure,becaufe(fay rhey)the houſe of Burbon through 
| the ſupport of the heretikes ſought viterly to root out him 
and his. Thus may you ſec how they enuenimed the King 
| againſt his blood and people, naming ro him Valois in 
| ſteade of Guiſe, open]y playing at King pur of thy coate,& 


yer could not their cruclties ſtop men trom caſting theſe 


\ things intheir reeth both in worde and writing, being ac- 
| cuſed of weakening, deuouring and waſting both the King 
| and his Realme, Bur al this ſhal more parricular)y be del- 


cribed, 


| 
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ſcribed .The Cardinal was then ſo malepart as inthe Kings 
reſence to ſweare by Gods blood,that the Baron of Ca- 
ſelnaulihould dic for ig;jand chart no man ſhould ſaue him. 
In the meane time the Kings edifts poſted cucry way,and 
the Duke of Guile the more to lioute the King, and doub- 
12 ting leſt the cxecurt6 of {omany might procure him more 
Ne ; hatred among al men,tgaring allo leaſt this worde, ſtates, 
W which already began t9 ringle in rheir eares, ſhould tickle 
4 the peoples hearts, thought it beſt to ſauce the l:tes(aſter 
7m; the maner of athiefe which holderth a man in bis mercy at 
|: | hn the corner of a wood )otthe molt part of the poore ſouldi- 
a ers who were come onfoote: which was done, giuing C- 

uery man clolely ateſtorne. | 
I wilnot here ſay thatthey counſeled the King to ſlaye 
. the Prince of Conde,ng@ther ſpeake of the meanes which 
rhey vicdin waſhing anfclenfing chem {clues in innocent 
blood,neicher of the ſlanders which chcy layed vpon the 
dead perſons, or of tliejr faire promiſes tor ume to come, 
and alin the Kings name, and yer obſcrued nothing: for 
we ſhal haue time enough to ſpeake rhereof more largely 
hereafter, But Iwilietbefore the readcrs an other won - 
derful injury, which thtir ambition wrought againit the 
King and his cftete, | 


Their niece who was married to Francis the ſecond, was 
| Parres in Queene of Scots. Now|chajenged ſhe ſome wuitle to En- 
| '!corland by gland , becauſe ſhe was|the daughcer of the ſonne of one 
| be Guifians of the liſters of King Henry the cight of England, pre- 
| zeanes ar tending that Queene Elizabeth,atthis preſentreigntng, 
| be coff of might ealely be diſplaged, cipecially becauſe that Marte 
\ France. Queene before ber, bging married coKing Philippe had | 
| declared her vnlawſul. They cauſed cherfore their niece 10 | 
rake vpon her the title & armes both of Englid &Scorlad, 
determining finally to appropriattothemſclues rhe realm | 
of England atthe coſt of France, and in the name of their | 
ſaid niece, whether it were by ſubriltie or force, Alſorhe | 
religion which Queenec E!1zabeth profeſſed, ſemed ro | 
tem a mecte pretencelto wine ſome power in Fnglans. | 
| "OY where 
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where it is not vnknowen thatthere are ſuffred ouer many 
of the popes aftettionate ſeruants. Again,the mightines of 
FKing of France,rogerther the inuincible all:iceof both 
kngdomes was ynto them an other coucr or cloke, vnder 
the which they gathered together many ſecret leruants. & 
penſioners , who ſould their wicked-conſciences by golde 
weite,andin ſcofhing ar the Guthans, per ſwaded them.that 
forthe atcaining of England,it was requſite fuit re-rame 
the Scots,who for the moſt part were decome proteſtants, 
For by this goodly exploit ,the Engliſh Catholikes ſhould 
haue aſufhcient gage, of-their reſt for time to.come: allo 
that it was neceflary that one of the fix brethren ſhoulde 
remaine ſtil in Scotland. During rheſe proftiſes,there a- 


roſe ſome trouble in Scotland about religion, King Henry 


the ſecond dicd,and they ſeeing themiclues on horsback, 
determined to purſue this pray with horne and crye. They 
{ſent therefore the Biſhop of Amiens a very nimble perion 
in the court ofthe Church,who4n one moneth ſhould re- 
duce(ſaid he)al rhe ſtrayed Scors, & with him la,Brofle a 
baircbrained and furious perſon,who ſhould murder alin 
that realme.Theſe two good commiſſioners being arrived 
in Scotland,began in their owne fancies to make partition 
ot the, gentlemens lands , and ſelling the beares sxinne 
which yer they had not taken, ,they.writte vnts the Guiſ1- 
ansthatthere were waics how to draw yerely wo hundred 


thou{id crownes out of this kingdo, by purtig to deaththe 


| | nobilie and bringing the commons into ſubiection-: alſo 


thatthere they might wel lodge a thouſand French gentle 
| mEwho ſhould be todo the lords of Guiſeſeruice.God kno 
weth whither this council clawed them where they ched 
| and whither they maligned the Queene dowager their {t- 
| Rerjand her minion the lord of Oyſcl, who thoughr 1 nor 
| beſt ro ouerrunne the ſaid Scotts, who had blood intheir 
| nayles,asthey ſhewed wel, making the Biſhop to feele thar 


| they had nought ro doe with his inftru&ions, and com- 


pelling la Brofſe to returne-the ſame way he came,and io 
| g2e and bragge it.in ſome other place , driving away the 
Þ! i ſis, 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 
rieſts,the Cardinalry and the Papalty,al which,had it nor 
Co for the focliſh ambition of the Guiſians, might well 
haue remained. Allo befides this blowe they ſuſteined an 
other onſet on the coaſte of England,for Queene Eliza- 
beth made alarge proreſtation expreſſcly againſt them, 
therein ſetting betore al mens ſight the cauſes of theſe 
broyles,to the Kings confuljon and the dceſtrution of his 
realme. And whatfoeuer countenances or preQiſes that 
they made afterward, faſtening (according to their cu- 
ſtome) the foxes skinne vnto the lyons, yet gained they 
noughr els onthar fide, fauing ſhame ro themſciues, and 
loffe and hinderance vnto the King and his realme. 
 Whiles they extended their wings fo farre of,in France 
one the one ſide the proteſtanes multiplied, and on the 
otherfide ſuch as miſliked the gouernement of the Guifi- 
ans.began againe torake heart, notwithſtanding the ſuc- 


- ceſle of the enterpriſe of Amboyſe had ia the beginninge 
greatly quailed the greateſt part. Hercupon the Duke of 
Ghiſe marucilouſly chafed that in his gouernement of 


Dauphine the proteſtants had firſt lifted yptheir heades, 
broughr in fixtene enſignesot the oide bands of Piedmor, 
together with diuers coparyes of other French ſouldjers, 
vnder the condu& of Tauannes, Maugiron and others, 
who made marucilous hauocke in thoſe countreis . Sone 
after alſo they brought the King to Tours , where they 
did what they could ro haue had the rowne deſtioyed, for 
they ſuppoſed that the inhabirants thereof had fanoured 
the enterpriſe of Amboyle, and therefore a great while 
bare them a milke tooth. 


be Gui. Thus walking the King vp and downe, cauſing him to 


taſte of the barte of al pleaſtjres,rhey abuſed his youth and 
ſimplicitic,dayly planting other pillers of rheir greatneſle 
for ime to come. & the mote they ſe they were contrart- 
ried, he ſorer were they envenimed & bent vntonewpra- 
Aiſes,briging the King into the hatred both of his ſubjects 


and ſtrangers, more endamaging the realme in one mo- 


ncth then,then before it had bene in a whole yeres warre | 


againſt 
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againſt the Spaniard : for it was incredible whar exaftions 
and debres they procured, alſo what goods them ſclues 
hoarded vp, during the razgne of their ſaid nephue Fracis 
the ſecond. Theſe behauiours rogether with extreeme 
violence vſed, brought moſt part of the commons in ma- 
ner into deſpaire of euer ſceing France againe in quicr 
eſtate, conſidering what blowes theſe men ſtrooke. To 
procure therefore ſome remedic, they firſt ſent vnder the 
name of Theophilus, an admonition ynro the Queene 
mother, wherein the tyrannie of the Guiftars was moſt 
liuely fer forth,the concluſion whereof was,that it was ne- 
ceſſarie to prouide for the gouernmer of the cſtare.alſoro 


counſel the King according to the auncient confticuti- 


ons and cuſtomes of France, and nor after the appetite of 
the Guifians. Allo that the troubles for Relighn Were to 
be oppraſed by a holie and free Council. The Queene 
mother being then in their clawes, and ſecking by all 
meanes to pleaſe them, ſerued their turne in ſeade of a 


ſpic inal maner poſſible, and cauſcd the bringer of this - 


admonition to be ſtayed, and afterward hauing ſought in 
al places for this Theophilus, and pur the bringer in feare, 
euen of beating, conſidering that ſuch writings might in 
time quench their fires, and turne the edge of their ſwords 
pointes,they concluded to plant the Spaniſh inquiſition 
in France, hauing firſtby ſecrete ſeruants, mainreined ar 
the Kings charges, as wel in Germanic as other where,to 


their powers defamed with al kinde of flanders the faid - 


Proteſtants. Howbceit the wiſdome of the Chanceler de 
T Hoſpital, who politikely hadled theſe thornes,after a ma- 
ner brake this blowe : For in place of the Spaniſh\inquiſi- 
tion they framed che Edi& called of Romorantin, which 
forbad al vnlawful aſſemblies, comprehendingvnder thar 
title -! 5reachings and exerciſes of Religion. Butin ſteade 
of app. ling the troubles, this Edi& doubled themin all 
places, The thing which moſt beganne to quicken their 
ſpirites, was a booke intituled the Kings Maioritie,written 
inthe fauour of the Guiſtans by lohn duTilleta pow 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 
the court of Parliament of Paris,norwithſtanding his en- 
rertainment at the Cardinals hands, ſhould never have 
procured his appetite thereynto, bur in thoſe dayes all 
men worſhipped theſe our Lords,who in deed were cuen 
as Kings. : | | | 
To this booke was made 2 quicke and liucly anſwere, 
which afterward was followed by a number of other ſmal 
pamphlets,for the which there was great ſerch made, yea, 
ſuch as to cauſe to hang Martin FHommer,who had prin- 
ted one, called The Tygre of France, wherein the Car- 
 dinal among his other brethren was painted out in al his 
colours.On the one ſide,the Cardinal fained a kind of toy 
that he was thus made immorral, and on the other ſide, he 
we practiſed men to anſwere theſe libels, which diſcoucred his 
Y i fleights, and alreadie made his Legend, immorralizing in 
deede the filthinefle both of him,and of his whole tami- 
lie. Burt among other, Du'Tiller, who had recciued a 
ſhr:wd yerke,excuſed him ſelfe for cuer after,and exhor- 
ted the Cardinal to prouide for his affaires by ſome other 
means,namely,by viing againſt both the perſons & goods 
of the Proteſtanres, al kinde of rigours which he coulde 
deuiſc, ro the end they might take no ſure footing, nei- 
Ml ther haue their mindes atlibertic: ſhewing him that he 
kT . might 'parricularly write vato the Princes, whoſe coun- 
| ſayle the Cardinal immediatly followed as the moſt expe- 
"1 cnt. ; | 
1 tv runes | Now to maintaine their credir among foraine Princes, 
137 * che  androdiſcouer whatſocuer was ſaid or done, beſides the 
"3 came. ordinaric ambaſſadours,who were at the Guiſians deuoti- 
he mens did with ſtore of coyne winne diuers Princes ſer- 
ws” ''F uits, hauing in Spaine, Englad & Germanie, penſioners ar 
lo | the coſt of the Realme of France. Moreouer, beſides theſe 


they bad in the courtes of theſe foreine Princes, and of 
the Princes & Lords of France alſo, otherlſecret ſeruants, 
ro whome they gaue ſuch penſions, that the onely expen- 
ſes of ſecrer ſeruants m France,amounted to aboue rwen- 


tic thouſand franckes by moneth, They had alſo ordina- 
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CARDINAL OF LOR. 
ric poſtes, who ranne ſpying inthe ynnes abroade in the 
countries, to marke the behauiours of all men, where- 
by ſundric notthinking thereupon, were ſhortly after im- 
priſoned, and brought to that pointthat they were no 
more heard of. 

Theſe thinges thus eſtabliſhed, they renewed their 
league with the Queene mother, wrote yntoal their par- 
takers, and gathered vp ſo manic men as they could, in ſo 
much that the Duke of Guiſe durſt make his vaunt, thar 
he-had the promifes of twclue hundred french gentlemen 
of name,and the oathes of the capraines,with whom,to- 
gether with the olde bands come our of Piedmont, and 
others whome he had at commandemenr, he would ouer- 
runne al his encmics. The Cardinal alſo propounded 
vnto the Kings councill, that ir were good to ſcaſe vp- 
on the Prince of Condes perſon, who was burdened to 
be the chicfe captaine of the enterpriſe of Amboiſe : and 
hearing that he was gone into Bearn, they perſuaded the 
King thar it was tothe ende co arreare new warre againſt 
him, and ſo to eſcape puniſhment for his former offence. 
This entrie beinge made, they diſpatched our new com- 
miſſions for the rayfing of men, ro the cndeto aſſayle the 
King of Nauarre , who had withdrawen the Prince, his 
brother . They ſent alſo che Marſhal of, Saint Andrewes 
ro eſpie the Princes demeanour. They ferched through 
the mcanecs of the Queene mother, one namedla Plan- 
che, tothe end by him more particularly to heare rhe c6- 

layntes ofthe Huguenors of eſtate and Religion, where- 
by they might with new ſubrilties arme themſelues there- 
againſt. Alſo from that time forwarde they were ſo im- 
mY , and ſhe alſo, if I be not deceiued, as to af. 

rme, that the meanes toremedic ſo manie diſconren- 
tations, was by cauſing to march alwaycs a Prince of the 
blood,and rhen one of the houſe of Guile, a Prince and a 
Guiſian, and ſo forwarde.Wherein they ſufficiently diſco. 
uered what mind led them. ThE they changed the gouer- 
aours as they thought beſt, they ſent la Morte Godrininto 
Fj. Dauphine, 
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Dauphinc,and others of rherrown ſtampe here and there, 
after this maner laying their nets,the more caſely ro en- 
tangle their enemies. Es If 
* | Andas Gods iudgementsin this one poyntareadmi- 
rable, namely that the ſtoureſt contemners of his maieſty 
haue for a while all things ſucceeding according to their 
defires,tothe end their fall afterward may be the greater: | 
ſo happencd ir to the Guiſians.For lying in watch,and not | 
knowing at which end to beginne, la Sague a Biſcain gen- 
tleman being ſent from theprince of Conde to follicite 
his friends, was taken at Fountainbleau with ſundry in- 
ſtruions,by meanes whereof rogether with his owne 
confeſhons vpon the racke, they did more euidently then | 
before ,percciuec the ſtring of their tyrannic to be in ma- + 
nercut a ſunder,vnlefſe they tooke the better heede. Furſt 
therefore they impriſoned le Vidame de Chartres and 
the Prince of Condyes mother in lawe:then ſent they the 
Countic Ringraue vnto the frontiers of Lorraine,there 
in areadines a regiment of Lanſquenets and two 
thouſand harquebuziers. They cauſe the olde bands co- 
men out of Picdmont,to deſcend alongthe riuer of Loyre . 
into Dauphine, faining that they would ſend them into 
Scotland: but they ſoiourned in Gyen and about Moiitar- 
71s,there at their,necd to aſſure rthEſclues of the Admirals 
Fonſes.There did they commir infinite miſchiefs,and yer 
eſcaped puniſhment, tothe ende afterward they might do 
the better ſeruice, ſpoyling or ranſoming the beſt hou- 
ſes, violating the faircſt SO and women,and tothe end 
ro ſuffer no iuſtice, it was ſufficient to accuſe the plaintifs 
10 to be Huguenors, 
Zn \be aſſem- | Hereupon happened another expedient mcanes to 
If ya: Foz. bring their porpa esto the bertcr paſle.The Queene mo- | 
IF nbleau. therſecing ſo many preparatiues,alſo that among al theſe | 
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Nd rempeſtes the coulde nor caſcly continew,for thar one of | 
$35. | the parties would humble her,for ſhe more feared the Gui | 
fans a hundred folde then any others, accompring her ſelf | 
certaine,(as indede it was true )that if they ouercame the | 
| Princes 
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Princes of the blood, they would neither ſpare her chil- 
dren nor her ſelt: & on the other fide if the Guifians were 
mated, in that ſhe was confederate with them, ſhe was alſo 
in danger to fall with them: ſhe therefore asked the coun- 
ſel of the Admiral and of the Chaunceler,who ſhewed her 
that it was necef{ary to propound vnto the Kings council, 
that the princes, lordes of the realme,knights of the order 
and all other men of authoritic, ought to be aſſembled 
jm x for to finde meanes howe to pacifye theſe trou- 
es. p 
The Guiſians therfore vnderſtanding this opinion,not- 
withſtanding they miſliked vrterly this libertic inthe Ad- 
mira] & chanceler,& were fully reſolued to pul thera both 
down together 4 the reſt, yer did they herunto condeſced, 
accopring this the beſt motion of al for 5 attaining ro their 
point : tor ſaid they ſo ſoone as the King of Nauarre, the 
Prince of Conde,the Conſtable and the reft ſhal receive 
the Kings letters rending to that purpoſe, they would nor 
faile ro come, and ſo ſhoulde they all be brought where 
they ſhoulde be detained, withour cauſing them ſo muche 
paine as to goe ſo farre for them. Againe, notwithſtanding 
they coulde not obteine this , yet at the Jeaſte they 
ſhoulde haue fo manic voyces in this afſemblye, that all 
their deedes paſſed ſhoulde be auftorized, and their de- 
gree eſtabliſhed for therime ro come, ſo that hereaſter 
ir ſhoulde be a manifeſt offence for any manto ſecke to 
contrarie them, and ſo conſequently ſhoulde in effete 
remayne Kinges of France , atrending vntill their other 
driftes might procure them ſo to be in name allo. More- 
ouer if their enemies woulde not come to the ſaid af- 
ſemblye, then ſhoulde they haue newe marter againſt 
them , aſwell by bringing them more and more into 
the Kinges harred and miſtruſte, as alſo by hauing the 
better pretenceto be reuenged of them. Thus therefore 
there was now no queſtion bur of ſending of packers eucry 
way in the Kings name, and of their owne letters ro their 
friends, Then did a great number of Knights of the order, 
F.1j. whome 
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whom they had lately created, ſtand them in good ſtead, for 


there were ſo many voyces wonne to the confuſion of the 
King and his realme. | 1 
Bur they vſed a wonderful craft toward the King of Na- 
uarre.For they cauſed the ys Ie: mother to write ynto 
him not to faile, but come: bur cloſely they cauſed his owne 
counſelers,namely Deſcars his chamberlaine, Bouchart.his *+ 
chanceler & other their ſpies andſecret ſeruants who were | 
roward this prince,to wil him notto come to this aſſembly, 
and by this mcanes they gaueſo ſhrewd a ſpurne arthe e- 
ſtate of this realme that it felerh ir yer:for this Prince being 
| put in feare, was cauſe thatthe gouernment remained to 
'*Þ theſe Lordes, who afterwarde anewe ſtrengthened them- 
ſclues, | | 


| 
qi In al this aſſembly were but three perſons which pricked 
| 


them,of whom two eſpecially angred chem outright. For$ 
ta] Biſhop of Valence ſaying his minde warmed them,but the 
38 Archbiſhop of Vienna named Marillac,made the through- 
| ly ro change countenance in his learned and bould oration 
concerning the authoritie ofthe cſtares,and rhe yrgent ne 
ceſliry of calling eg pomp a national council alfa. 
MF beaſt Entreating of the eſtates he ſhewed firſt, that the ſame 
4 rofche was the aſſured meanes to withhold the commons in their 
TH ducty, then whar the eſtates were, and towhat end they | 
ought to be aſſembled. Then thar the coplainrs ofthe peo- | 

ple oughtto be heard and examined in the preſence ofthe | 
eſtates. Therups he diſcourſed yery fitly of the cuils which 
ecroubled the realme,and wherof the Guiſians(not naming 
them)were cauſe. Theſe euils were the extraordinary ouer 
chargings,which were ſo growen & multiplied,that the peo 
ple were therewith ouerwhelmed, the waſting of the Kings 
reuenewes, his greatdebrs, the exceſſiue expenſes of the 
realme,the ignorance of the auditors, the matters of eſtare | 
troubled, the Kings chiefe miniſters burdened with rurning 
al things to their own aduantage,& of reping their priuate 
commodities our of other mens calamities,the King not 0- 
beyed , the people nor heard & the gouernement diforde+ 
| red; | 
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red. Afterwarde he declarcd the great commodities which 
the aſſemblie ofthe cſtates would procure. By them the 
King ſhould vnderſtand the particular affaires of his king- 
* d6,heſhould examine the maners of his people,he ſhould 
know his own part, and might prouide for his owne eſtate: 
he ſhould become a good Koohart: peaceably ſhearing his 
| ſhepc withoutotherwiſe hurting of the, he ſhould behaue 
| himlſelfroyally,thar is;to ſay,courtecofly & holily: he ſhould 
be happie and obteine the beauriful title ofthe name ofa 
Father of the people, whereby the memory of King Lewes 
the twelfe is moſt ce]ebrared,and ſhineth as an example to 
the poſteritic,more then althe conqueſtes and viRories of 
his predeceſſors. Then that the people would thereby be 
T the more encouraged to the helping oftheir King, Thar 
whatſocuer is ordeined in ſuch aſlemblyes is very cffeual 
ro make the people quicke and ready in al obedience. Alſo 
that whElocuer few foll:s are called to the making of lawes, 
the people doc interpretthatthey were forged according 
ro ſome mens affe&ions,& wirhour examining ſuch reaſons 
as thoſe whoare abſent might haue alleaged.in'caſe they 
could haue bene heard. He added thatthe houle of France 
had floriſhed eleue hundred yercs arow, by conſerving the 
authoritic of the eſtates: that the like had happened in the 
Empire, and inthe realmes of Spaine, England, Scotland, 
{ Denmark, Sucthland,Boheme,Hungarie and cuery where 
7 els. He afterward anſwered to al the obicQions of ſuch as 
ſought to perſuade men to belecue, that the afſemblie of 
the eſtates was the diminiſhing of the Kinges authoritie, 
and then did openly taxe the tyrannie of the Guiſians, 
who therefore did giue him fo litle thankes , thar 
after they had cauſed him to be threarened , he was 
finally forced ro withdrawe him ſelfe, and then ſecing 
in what eſtate matters were,dicd for forowe. His oration 
is printed and infcrted intothe notable Hiſtory of Francis 
the ſeconde,larely come to light, and therefore we will no 
longer prolong theſe marters ar this preſcr. Burthat which 


moſt of all draue the into arage, was the Admirals orario, 
| F. iii. which 


THE LEGEND OF THE 


which pearced the impoſtume of their ryrannie : for ſpea- 
| king purpoſely of 5 Kings new pard, he ſhewed that it was 
eui] done of thoſe, who had thus armed their Prince as» | 
gainſt his ſubieQs, and ſaid plaincly thatin caſe the Kings 
officers feared ro be diſpleaſed, they ſhould rake away the 
occaſions , alſo that the diſpleaſure was not againſt the 
King,(as to what purpoſe ſhould it ſo be, ſeing he was but |} 
a childe, who ſtirred nor, neither did anic thing without 
the coiiſaile or prompting of his vncles, )bur againſt thoſe 
who had the dealings in the aftaires of the kingdome, 
wherero it was caſie to prouide ſo that al might be copaſ- 
ſed orderly,and according tothe lawes of the realme.The 
reſt of his oration tended to the ſame end as did Marillac, | 
He ſpake ſome thing alſo of Religion. Then did the bre- 7 
rhren of Guiſe ſhew that they were Kings: for befides thar 
al the Knights of the order there preſentggurſt nor define, | 
bur ſaid only that they were of the Cardinals opinion, they 
bentrhem ſelues chiefly againſt the Admiral, infiſting vp6 
the new gard,and briefly ſhewing thattheir nephue Fran- 
cis {erued but as a maske & cloketothgir fellonie : Which 
alſo the letters ſent immediatly after this aſſembly ynro al 
Bayliefes and Seneſchals,did euidently declare : For the 
Cardinal had framed them,who promiſed a mightic refor- 
marian in the Church, ( bur thinke with your ſelues how 
the harlors do yſc to reforme the ſtues) togither with the 
eſtares, which were ſummoned tv the tenth day of Dece= / 
ber,in rhe rowne of Meaux,and that in the meane time. 
thar al gouernours and lieutenants of the Prouinces (for 
rhe moſt part ſeruants and ſlaues of the houſe of Guile) 
ſhould deliberately viſite their rownes,to the end particu- 
larly to vnderſtand,& to make report vnto him of the co- 
plaints of the people,that is to ſay,on al ſides praftiſe the 
eſtabliſhment of their ryrannie :{ Thus did they ſcoffe at 
the Kings authoritic, making void & fruſtrate this ſo nora- 
ble aſſemblie, as by the effe&s did incontinently appeare. 
They added hereunto an other praQiſe of wonderful | | 
preſumption againſt the Kihg , which was by rayfing in 
| | atmes 


| 
4 
| 
( 
. 
| 
| 


' 
| 
| 
' 


— "IO" 
” 
- F - 
: 
- 
- bp 
. 


CARDINAL OF LOR. 


armes all the companies of Ordinances, vnder colour 
that the enterpriſe 'of Amboyſe was yet nor fully quen- 
| ched, although in deede to deſtroy the princes of the 
blood ,to depriue the eſtates of libertic, and to make an 
ende of marring all. Allo for their betrer fortification,vn- 
derſtanding thereturne ofthe French troupes come our 
, of Scotland,by reaſon of a treaty of peace, wherin the King 
had bene conſtrayned to agree to certaine both diſhono. 
rable and hurtfull articles,through the fooliſh ambition of 
his vncles,theytoyned them vnto the old bandes of Pied- 
mont , Metz, and Picardie for their owne garde, beſides 
rwelue hundred others whom they bad referued,ouer and 
beſides the departing of the companies placed and ſenr 
into all gouernments.Hauing then thus the ſword in their 
handes,and being on cocke horſe, they made a diſparche 
| from the King their nephue vnto the King of Nauarre, 
whereby the prince of Conde was charged with treaſon: & 
therefore for his heartes caſe,the ſaid King defired the 
King of Nauarre to ſend him his brother in ſure and ſafe 
| cuſtodie: if not, him ſelfe ſhould be driven to ferch him, 

and that with ſuch companie as the force ſhal remaine to 

him. The King of Nauarre and his brother anſwered ſo 
\ wiſely,and with ſuch conſtancie , as the Guiſians did well 

percciue that withall their power they could hardly come 

to an ende: and therefore they determined to vic the 
/ Kinges faith and promiſe,whereby to decciue theſe Prin- 
| ces, andto get them into their crappe : and did inconti- 
nently frame another packer,wherein the King ſent worde 
| tothe King of Nauarre and the Prince of Conde,that they 
might ſafely come to him, and returne againe when they 
liſted, aſſuring them inthe worde of a King that nothing 
ſhould in any wiſe be attempred againſt their perſons, 
that peaceably he would heare their declarations and iu- 
ſtihcarions,that they ſhould not come into any priſon,nei- 
ther that any man ſhould make their proces: only he defi- 
red an anſwere of the Princes owne mouth vnro ſuch 
| Points as he was charged with all, and which he could 
hardly 
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hardly beleuc: to be briefe, that they ſhould be recciued 
according to their eſtares and dignitics, yea they ſhould 
cnioye the ranck which vnro them appertained in the 
dealing inthe affayres ,to the ende to haue thcir aduice 
and counſayle whereby to bring all things into good po- 
licie and order, Alſo as for the Religion, whercot the ſai 
lord Prince had made open declaration and proteſtatio,he 
would nor,neither mCcce that by reaſon thereof they ſhould 
ſuſteine any trouble or diſquierneſſe Theſe poore princes 
as true Frenchmen leaning vpon ſo ſolemne a promiſe, al- 
though they were not ſo blinde bur that they ſaw the 
lyons pats of the Guifians, which waited to deuoure them, 
neither ſo deuoyde of meanes, but that they coulde by 
force of armes haue raunged theſe vſurpers and well e- 
nough come to an ende, yer truſting in their innocencies, 
and in the meane rime led , as in an other place we will 
more particularly ſhew , they ropke their journey, and by 
F litle and litle diſmiſſed their companie, to the cade with 
WM. a ſmal rraine to fall intotheir enemies ners. | 
FF he Gui- Now let vs behold how they cauſed their nephue ro 
FF mr make performe his faith ſo ſolemnly promiſed . The ſame day of 
mg Fran- the Pinces arriuall, who were very vnworthily recciued,& 
8" 5 the 2, litle ornothing atall regarded the King cauſing them to 
4; rſworne, follow him into the Queene his mothers chamber, ad- 


9” > wifeich- drefling him ſelfero the Prince of Conde , ſaid vnto bim 


# tone his thathe had bene certified our of divers places,that the 
"7 me blood, ſaid Prince both did make, and had made ſundry prafti- 


whereof he had ſent for him hy his owne mouth to 
know the trueth : The Prince hauing pertinently anſwe- 
' red and ſhewed his innocencie, alſo having diſcoucred 
; 1 the. malice of the Guiſans ( who fearing the touchſtone 

Were fence ) was neuerthelefle preſently commited 


to the handes of Chauigny the, Capraine of the garde, 
and bondeſlaue' ro the Guiſians, and by them ſent ex- 
preflely to conueye the ſaid Prince to priſon : for they 
would not ſufter him to remaine in his brother the King 

| of 


ſes againſt him and the eſtare ofhis Kingdome, by reaſon 


' ; n : 
: 
I 


——— 


LE” 


hm A 


By # »*4 Kd ff Ho a 


= wa+«= = x - £X..n t6W;zA  FPPmwi = w.rcTIan”+ ww 0 os & WE # © pw b ay A _ ®KÞy94 ew 


i Soo Þ £m Zn. JAS ad ef. aps. 4 ne. Dat ONT II bs # «a8 
* 


| 
CARDINAL OF LOR. 1H 
of Nauares cuſtodie, who vpon his life anſwered for him, | 
for he had enough to doe to ſaue him lelfe. {1 
Now as a wicked conſcience doeth neuer ceaſe ſecking Their pra 
' like meanestoleane vnto, ſo the Guilians ſcingthat they &;es wich 
had vndertaken aworke which they ſhould hardly bring frangers fat 
to an ende, vnleſſe \they were ſupported by others then the defiraiil 
> Frenchmen, notwithſtanding that many had alreadye re- &;on of 
noiiced their liberties,they determined to praftiſe & draw France, Wh 
ynto them foreiri Princes, through whoſe helpe ar their i 
neede to preuayle.A man may well gefſe whether the King 
payed 5 players of theſe tragedies, alſo whether his aufto- 
rite were manifeſtly vſurped in this caſe. The peace before 
concluded with the King of Spayne,coteined among other 
JT this c6dition,thatborh the Kings ſhould with al force per- 
ſecute the Lutheris with al extremity. This Ererpriſe being 
\ broken of bythe death ofkingHery, was reuiuedin the be- 
ginning of the reigne of Francis, and then lacked againe 
through the enterpriſe of Amboyſe. Bur now the Guiſians 
hauing two of their principall enemies in their power, de- 
rermined (mocking the king of Spayne,in making him be- 
Jecue that they were carneſt detenders of the Catho- 
licke Church)ſo to roote out theProteſtantes, that there- 
by they might make their way to the throne, the playner. 
They therefore ſent the Spaniard worde ( who for his 
| parte lay alſo in waite, determining if fir opportunitic 
" might ſerue to giue them the ſlippe alſo) that the King of 
Nauarre,and the Prince of Conde, vnder colour of quare- 
ling at the gouernment, ſought ro put the King and his 
brethren todearh , andthrough the ayde of the Queene 
of England, ofthe Proteſtant princes and of the goſpel- 
ling Switzers to bring in their Religion into France , and 
aftcr the ſame alſo to preſcribe a rule vnto all Chriſtian- 
dome. They vſcd other flanders cnowe, in the end wherof 
they added,that ifirpleaſed the king of Spaine to maintein 
& fauour them in their gouernment, they would ſtoppe all 
the harme that was ment to him, & would ſetto their hads 1 
that King HErys promiſes might be accopliſhed, _ "4 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 


they had ſuch anſwer as they 9 when , through the helpe 
ofthe Cardinal of Arras, who then thought to haue found 
a good breach wherby to bring his maſter into France; bur 
had the Guiſians become Kings he ſhould haue had lefie 

ture hauc bene in greater 


cntrie then before, and peraduet 
care then before : for ambition/neither wil, neither can a- 
bide a companion. Art the ſame jhſtanr they alſo ſent ro the 
Pope 8 to the Duke of Sauoye, alſo through the pradti- 
ſes of the Colonnel Freulich, who was at their deuotions, 
they wonne the catholicke Swirzers:determining the ſame 
winter to deſtroy all their enemies in France, and the next 
ſpring , to goe and afſayle Geneua, and thence againſt the 
Germains & Switzers of the Religion. Alſo to the end the 
Spaniard might nor on that fide be lerred by rhe Turke, 
who might hauc ſer vpon his countries, whiles his chic- 
feſt forces were centred into the/King of Nauarres domi- 
nions , they ſent cxpreſſely to Conſtantinople to him, ro 
accuſe the Princes of the blood of trecheric and treaſon, 
& of hauing with certaine men of a new Religion (which 


acknowledged no Magiſtrates E ſuperioritics)conſpired 
n 


ro put the King and his brethren to death :beſeching him 
whules they were bulicd in reptefling thoſe mens pre- 
ſumprion , not to innouate or; enterpriſe any thing on 


the coſte of Italic or Spayne, and that in conſideration of 


rhe auncienr alliance , amitye and confederacie which 
had bene betwene him and the Kings of France . Ofhim 
they had fo good an anſwere, that the Duke of Guiſe ſo 
farre exceeded his boundes as diuers times to ſay , that 
wharſocuer happened , he had'rather that the Realme 
ſhould fall into the Turkes power, and remaine vnder his 
dominions, then ro-ſce the Lutherans and heretikes do- 
Qrine (for ſo he called them ) there recciucd. 

Here you ſee wonderful preparatiues for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of their greatnefſe: for within the Realme they were 
armed| at all aflayes , and had their enemies in maner at 
their feere.They had the rownes,pouernours,treaſury and 
people in maner at their commaundement. The _—_— 
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foreine Princes fauoured them, and peraduenture ſhould 
hauc had ſome ſhare in the cake, as the Spanierd chicfly 
looked for it, hauing ſo caſcly obreyned truce of his great / 
enemiethe Turke,to the ende toſer ypon France, & ther- 
fore we may here ſec whereunto the crucll ambition of 
theſe men had brought all thinges, in caſe God ar the 
ſame initant had nor appeared, {miting them ſundric 
blowes on the cares, before they coulde bende their 
gauntlets, 1 
They had graunted the afſemblic of the Eſtates, the The Gui 
more eaſcly ro diſcouer their enemies , and called che ans pradti/3387 
Kings letrers patents the mouſetrappes to catch fooles:bur ſes Lok 
that letred nor bur in the particular cſtates of the prouin- 
ces many things were propounded cocerning reeſtabliſh- 
ment of the Realme, as well in matters concerning Reli- 
gion, as policic, as at Bloys, at Angiers, and eſpecially ar 
Paris: fornotwithſtanding all the greatnefſe wherewith 
the Guiſtans made them ſclues euery where to be feared, 
yerwas it publiſhed openly in the ful Towne houſe (when 
the Prince of Condies impriſonment was knowen) that 
they would nor permit the blood of France to be troden 
downe by ſtraungers. Theſe reportes haſtened the prince 
of Condies proces, whom they purpoſed to put todeath 
aboutrhe tenth of December. As for the King of Navarre, 
they alſo ſought his dearth, endeuouring to doe the King 
their nephuc ſo much iniurie, as to make him'the hang- 
man of his owne blood. And euen as there remayned no 
more to doe, bur to execute this blowe,tothe ende after- 
warde to ſtrike infinite others, God ftrooke Francis the 
ſeconde with an impoſtume in the eare , which finally 
ſtifled him, and ſo he dyed the fifth day of December in 
the ycere 1 560, This death ouerthrewe all their enter- 
priſes, and did ſo quayle them at the firſt, that when they 
knew there was no more hope, they went & cloſed yp the 
ſclues in their lodgings , repleniſhed with miſtruſt and 
incredible feare, from whence they departed not of a 
day or twayne, yntyll they were affured by the Qoome 
| mother 
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motherand the King of Nayarre, that they ſhoulde haue 
nothing done to the.But they were nor ſo farre ouecrſcene, 
bur that they cauſed preſently at their comming forth, to 
caric into their lodging three or foure ſcore thouſande 
frankes, which were left in the coffers: inſomuch thar'all 
che Kings treaſures were waſted, but no man withſRoode 
them, which was chought ſtrange, whereby men migher 
plaincly perceyue, that theſe things were not done with- 
our the Queene Mothers conſent, who ſought through 
their authoritic ro maintcine hers: and to ſay the trueth, 
if the had norſupported them, their noſes had then kiſſed 
the ground: bur the fleightes and praftiſes on tharparte 
do deſerue an other diſcourſe. I had here in maner for- 
gotten an other draught of the wickedneſle of the Guili- 
ans againſtrheir nephew. For ſecking ro waſhe their own 
| handes of ail that was paſte,and the ſame to caſt ypon the 

Kings pines and abſolute will, notwithſtanding he were 

© butachilde, wanting both wirte and diſcretion to be able 
ro examine or to enterpriſc ſuch and ſo waightic matters, 
yer did they caſcly obteine of him, that he ſhoulde ſpeake 
courteouſlly and louingly vntothe King of Nauarre,which 
he dyd fulfill three dayes before he fell ficke, declaring 
thatthe Guiſians had neuer enterpriſcd any thing againſt 


him or his: butthat of his owne mere morion,and contra- - 


ric to their opinion he had impriſoned his brother the 
Prince of Conde, and this he deſired him to belecue, and 
for the loue of him and ofthe Queene his mother, to blox 
out whatſocuer euill opinion he might haue conceiucd a> 


gainſt chem. This praQiſe ſtoade them in great ſteade af- 


eerwarde, for puns, 3-19 this confeſſion out of the 
Kings mouth, whom herein they cauſed villanouſly to lye, 


they did afterwarde ſtiffe and ſtourly denie whatſocuer 
might be obieRed againſt them, laying all vpon the dead 
mans backe, offering rhe combate to any that woulde 
faye that cuer they of their owne heades had enterpri- 
ſed any thing ar all. | 

the aforeſayde pratiſes with ſraungers, at 


Beſides 


the 
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e | theendeofthe Eſtares inthe Kinges name, allche power 
>, | of France ſhoulde haue bene deuided into foure partes, 
> | and ledbythe Marſhalles of Saint Andrewes, of Briflac, 
e | and of Thermes, and by the Lorde of Aumale, to make 
I 

- 


| fuch hauocke as allthe warJde may well thinke. For be- 
fide the vrter ſubuerſion of all Eſtates, and deſtruction 
of al the mighticſt and moſt auncient houſes which ſhould 
| hauebene aſſaulred, were it for their religion, eyther for 
hauing taken the Princes parte, cither for hauing ſpoken 
amiſſe of the King, with infinite ſuche other meanes, 
| France ſhould haue bene reduced to the Turkes order of 
liuing, to the.ende afterwarde no man might haue had 
power torchſt or withſtande the tyrannie of the Guiſtans, 
4 Alſo if through importunitic they chaunced to forgiue 
' | any, it ſhould hauc bene with the condition of perpetuall 
| ignominie, Moreouer the Cardinall had vſed ſuch dili- 
j | pen that there wasno cornerin all the Realme, where 
e had notthe names and ſurnames of all the inhabitants, 
who eyther were Protcſtanres or of any dealing or enter- 
priſc tobe able to hurt him, or that had not ranged them 
| ſeluesafterhis deuotion: and this had he gotten by the 
meanes of certayne Apoſtataes and ſecret ſeruantes,who 
ordinarily went ploding abour here and there, rothe end 
.| ro ſounde the heartes and willes of men : inſfomuch that 

| ſuch rruandes were made iudges,and ordered the ſenten- 
} cesof lyfe and death vnto all the worlde, Now were they 
determined fo to haue prouoked the people agaynſt the 
Proteſtantes eſpecially,that they ſhoulde neede no other 
hangman:& herein it was to no purpoſe to ſay,I am none, 
forthe Monkes & other preachers hyred to the ſame pur- 
poſe in going abour, ſhould pronoiice the condemnations, 
The graunting of this libertic to the common people was 
commonly called 2s a watch word, The letting fog c ofthe 
great Greyhound, and there was no part of France which 
coulde haue bene exempt from this calamitie. Alſo the 
King of Spaine was on his parte fo forwarde, according 
ro bis tyme and promiſe made to the Guiſians , _ 
fo | IxC 
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ſixe thouſand Spanierdes had already taken the way to- 
ward Bearn, entending ſodcinly ro ſurpriſe the Queene 
of Nauarre,and both her and her childre ro putto death, 
containing like murther of hex ſubic&s as of the King of 
Frices:and in ſo doing to ſtay and breake the forces which 
were in Guyen, Bur ſo ſoone as the Spanierd had aduer- 
tiſement of the Kings death, alſo tharthe Queene of Na- 
uarre had diſcouered him, andfo forrified her ſelfe in her 
| ſtrong holdes, that he ſhould hardly without long fiedge 
come by her, not knowing what fould the affaires woulde 
rake, doubting alſo to haue thoſe on his backe, who had 
caulcd his troupes to come into the coiitrey, among who 
Monluc was one of the firſt, ypon promiſe of the Countie 
of Arminack : wherefore he retired without dooing any 
thing,cofidering alſo that ſuch'of the Kings letters wher- 
by he had grauntcd thE paſlage through Bayonne (which 
is one of the principall forterefles & keyes of the realme) 
wb they were many or few, and his commandement 
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ro ayde them with as much victuals, artillery, and munitj- 
on as they would require, would notnowe be of any force 
or yertuc after the ſaid Lordes death, how plaine & full of 
threares ſo cucr the ſame were, 

vs her If the Guiſians during the yong King their nephues life 
35 7 * behaued them ſclues outrageouſly, they did not afſuredly 
7 999974? athisdeath recouer their honour. In his lyfe time they 
. + death of kepr him ſo diligently, that no man without their fauour 
ag. 24 the jghrcome at him, I will nor here ſpeake how they orde- 
ne Forde. redhim priuatly : For beſides that they glutted him with 
all fleſhly pleaſures before he was of age, they did alſo re- 
pleniſh his houſhold with corruprions and infamous dea- 
ou Alſo through their earneſt defire that their Niece 
might hauc ifſue, and yer knowing King Frauncis but fim- 
ply diſpoſed thereunto, in thathis generatiue partes were 
alrogither dulled and hindred,they permitred many cour- 
+ tiers tohauther companie, who did their endeuours to 

make her very fruitfull : yer am 1 aſhamed to know thatin 
acertayne table which an Italian of Laques found meanes 
| ro get 
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to get conueyed -into the Cardinall of Lorraines chatn- 
ber, with certeyne letters from the Pope in ſteade of cur 
Ladie of Grace, wherein were the ſayde Cardinall of Lor- 
raine , the Qucene his Nrece, the Queene mother, and 


- the Ducheſle of Guiſe moſt linely ſer our, their bodyes 


naked, their armes one abour an others necke, and all 
their legges enterlaced togither. Willingly would I haue 
forgotten the execrable filthinefſe which I hane hearde 
reported of him and his brethren, by ſuch as in Francis 
the ſeconds time followed the Courre,and were witneſſes 
of ſuch things as appeared almoſt manifeſtly in all mens 
eyes.Francis had'deſpiſcd all the world ro the end to ho- 
notir them, he had diſpleaſed all his Kealme to fatisfie 
them and to ſet them alofte, he prepared to thruſt the 
knife into his owne blood (a man may laye into his owne 
bodie) thereby to ſauce them: to be bricfe, he had hated 
him ſclfe to loue them, and abaſed his owne perſon for 
their exalcation: and yer was there cuer perſon dead of 
the peſtilence, whoſe bodie men did more abandon, then 
them ſclues did this? Thus it was. The Cuſtome at all 
tymes in France obſerued after the deceafſe of the Kings 
1s ſuch, as chat they whom m their lives they haue moſt fa- 
uoured, and who eſpecially haue had the ordering and 
dealing in their affayres, ought ro accompanie them to 
their graues, and during the fourtic dayes thar they be 
kept and ſolemnely ferued, wayte vpon their funeralles : 
This ceremonie did theGuifians caule ro be moſt ſtraight- 
ly obſcrued after the death of Henric, and hereunto the 


Duke of Guiſe was in double maner holden and bounde, 


for enioying ( togither with the ſoucraigne autharitie) 
the great Maſterſhip of France, which doe namely binde 
thoſe that doe entoye ſuch a digninie: yet all chis notwith- 
ſtanding,ſo it was.that none of the houſe of Guile did this 
honour to their King and Maſter the husbande of their 
Niece, who in his life time was ſfodeareto them : bur by 
their counſaile and aduice he was both by day and night 


ſent ro be throwen into his Fathers rombe without any 
G.}. kinde 
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uippe, namely that the King,who was mortall enemieto | 
c Huguenors, could him ſelfe neuerthelefe not chooſe |} 


bur be buried after the Huguenors mancr, That which + 
brought the Guiſians and their partakers to this point, was 
the allembly of the eſtates,where they would nedes afliit 
for feare leſt any thing ſhould be:decreed againſt the, alſo 

leſt their abſcace ſhould bewray to allthe world the diffe- 9 - 
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rence berwene their furious and ynlawful gouernement,8& 
that of the Princes of the blood, of the Conſtable, of his . 
eldeſt ſonne Montmorency. & ofthe brethren of Chaſtil- þ 
Jon : alſo leſt by meancs hereof,the cauſe and roote ofthe | |; 
coragion,which infeed the comon wealth ſhould be cur | | 
of, which was the thing that they feared more then the f_ x 
 plague;for they ſaw that vnleſle they rooke ſome order, it d 

would be knowen that them lcelugs were the very cauſes & | 
originals of diſorder, But which moſt troubled them, they | 
had awomi to gouerne, whale ſtedtaſtnes they did great= | g 
ly ſuſpe&,by rcalonthe Admiral was nere to the yong king | @ 
her ſonnc, to whom the ſeemed to yealde as much as the re 
. couldpaſſe withal, for the mollifying of the Princes and w 
Eſtates. They doutcd allo leſt ſo ſpone as their backs were | yy 
eurhed to the Courtward, & thatthey had giuen oucrthe | | þ, 
dealings in'the affaires,there = od in infinite com- | | 
plaints, the verifying wherof neither the Quene mother, 
neither other their friends could denie, ſcing that 5 crime | 
of treaſon walked to faſt abroad. Theſe occaſions therefore 
cauſed the Guiſtans to forſake & pucrthrow al good Jawes | 
and viſual orders pur in practiſe as funerals. The Cardinall 
ſoughrro excuſe him ſelf by the king of Nauarre,and the. 
Chaſhllons,ſaying that they had iſo cocluded in the coun-. 
ſail chamber, becauſe there was not money ynough to be- | 
ſtow vypon ſo charitable a deed, qoogh the foure ſcore. 
thouſand frankes which he & his brethren had gotten our | 
of the money that came out of Paitou had ben more then | 
a4 and in deed they were! openly raxed therefore. 
For whe Sanſac & la Broflc had brought the body vnto SS. 
| Dionice, | | 
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Dionice,&rhere buricd it withour any ſolemnitie or royal 
ceremonies, two dayes after the buriall there was founde 

- pinned vp6 the veluet hearſecloth which couered his boy 

5 dy,alitle paper with this writing, 0 ef# mefsire Tanegruy du 
Chaſiel f mais #1 eſtoig Fracois, iugnitying,YVhere is maſter T4- 
neguy du Chaſte!tour hewas a French man.Hereatcucry mi at 
the firſt did bur laugh: bur afterward thinking better ypon 
* the matrer,they found irtobe other then ir was taken tor, 
This Trineguy was charles the feucrths chief chamberlein, 

& beſtowed 8009,franks vpon his maſters funerals, which 
he was not paied again yntil three yeres after: he layd out 
this money whe he law thatal me had abandoned his ma- 
Kers corps, by reaſon _ had drawento his ſonne 

- Lewis the eleucnth, whiwas newly entred into his king- 
dome, being as then in the low countreis,whither before 

| through his farhers diſpleaſure he was gone. This writing 
rherfore was interpreted as a lamerati6 made in trhename 
of King Francis,{ceing him ſelf foriaken & deſtiture of ſuch 
achamberleyn as Tanneguy was: and then ſaying (as if he 
reuoked) that Tineguyes good nature & dutic was notſo | 
wondertull, decauſc hi was a French man 8no ſtraunger: 14 
wherein the Auchour ſeemed ro note the Duke of Guile, VO 
becauſc he had wreſted the office of Great Chamberleyn "s'h 
from the houſe of Longueuille, | is 
Now haue we ſcenerhe euill entrie of the Guiſians du« The Guifr» 7 

p ring the reigne of Francis the firſt, alſo howe inthe time ans behauigÞl 
| of Henriethe ſecond, their ambicion repleniſhed al Ger- owr: in the FY: 
manie and Italie with blood, howe their conerouſnes ſet zime of I! 
roſale,as it were to the moſt giuer, the lawes & all iuſtice, Charles cth&"F,! 
howe through infinite exaQtions it empried the purſes ninth. Mt 
both of rich andpoore, whereof folowed innumerable ca- | 
lamities. Then howe in the time of Francis the ſeconde, 
itwasto be doubted wherher bare greater ſway in them, 
either rapine or crueltie. True ir is,that the crueltic niade 
the greater ſhew, aswe haue alrcadic ſhewed, and will a- 
gayne hereafter, Bur in the tyme of Charles the niath, 
the aforeſayde vices rogyther with many more , alſo 
| Gaj. al rhcir 


THE LEGENj|D OF THE | 
all their ſhadowes of vertue did-then as by day appeare. 
In this place cometh into fight ſo many to true diſcourſes, 
that Iam cuE in aperplexitie, not knowing which to take, | 
the number of thoſe which preſently do appeare is ſo infi» + 
nite. Ofone thing I am ſure, and tharys this, that at this 
day there is no French man, hauing any knowledge in 
worldly affayrcs, but thathe is able ro make an other Le- 
gende of rhe particular ates of theſe Guilians, in caſe he *\* 
will take ſo much leyſure as 49 gather togither all that he 
knoweth : wherefore 1 hope/\to be excuſed, alrhough 1 
doe onely (er in hande this worke which requireth both 


more hands andwittes. | 


King Francis being dead, weep) the Cardi- 
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nal when he was cucnreadie ro We vp the Ghoſt, hauing FL, 
procured him to vtter theſe wards: Lorde _— me my 
fins, & impure not vnto me whatſocuer my officers in my 
name and authoritic have done: The Guiftans mindedto 
followe a new counſayle, which was to pur of their lyons 
ſkinne,thar they could no longer keepe without manifeſt 
daunger of being drawen to Hlaying, and to put onthe 
foxes cace. Nowe therefore they derermined to folowe 
their hunce through the Queene mothers meanes: They | 
promiſed her tharif ſhe willfauour them, they will ſetro 
their handes to keepe her inthe chiefeſt degree. Alſothe 
more to put this hammerintg her head,they doe alleadge 
vnto her,that che Princes through her wincking at mar- [ 
ters being ſo euill dealt withall,can do no lefſe then wiſhe 
herharme,ſecking all mcanesto bring her downe, tothe 
cnde to ſer vp the Conſtable and the houſe of Chaſtillon, 
whexeby afterward to make more alrerations: That the 
eſtares will diſgrade her, vnlefle ſhe goeth our ar the back 
doore to meetethem : alſo although then the Guiſians 
were excluded,yet hauc they ſo many ſeruanrs & friends, 
thatfor along whyle they could withſtand the Princes.In 
the meane time that ſhe ſhould rerayne her authoritie, & 
| thatwhen her children ſhould come to age, the gouern- 
ment ofthe Princes & their partakers ſhould vaniſh away. 
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CARDTFNAL' OF LOR.” 


The Queen being as crafty asthey, knew how to take hold 
 þ of his proffer, and/ſoto-get in berwene bortirparties , that 
£ bending ſomerimesone way, ſomerimes another, to this 
preſentſhe hath kept the place, ro the contulion of rholg 
who had thither lifted her. Hauing thus found ſogood an 
attourney , who at once reconciled them ro thei King of 
d. Nauarre, and gaue forth ſpeaches that ſhe would main- 
tcine the Guiltans againſt all rheir enemies and mutre- 
porters, they beganne ſomewhat to aſſure them-ſelues. 
Now therefore remained no more to doe, but to beate 
downe firſt the Prince of Conde , who would not behan- 
dled as his brother the King of Nauarre,then Montmo- 
- rency,and then the Chaſtillons, Hereupon came to-fight 
the' goodlyeſt determination for their purpoſe 11 the 
| worlde. They perceiued the number of Proteſtantes ſtall 
| to increaſe in all partes of France, allo that the Prince of 
Conde and the Chaſtillons were openly of thar profeſ- | 
fron, for the Prince had made manifeſt declaration there- 
of, having cauſed Genly and others to certifie.'King 
| Francis thathe was ſo in deede. Yea cuen inthe hardeſt 
| rime of his affliction, he draue our of his chamber a 
prieſt, whom the Guiſians had ſentthither rohnge Maſle. 
; As forthe Admiral, he:had'in the full afſembly at Foun- 
| tainbleau preſented their fupplication tothe King ;xen- 
[ ding tothe ende, to obteine ſome Churches and/publik 
. exerciſe thereof. He had alſo declared ro-the'Qucene 
; mother thathe would ncuer abiure his Religion, bur of- 
fred to diſpure againſt ric Cardinal . The: lorde d'An- 
delot had of Jong time bene of the ſame profefiton, and 


itis knowen that at the accuſation of the Duke of Guile, 
; and by the ſolliciting of rhe Cardinal, the late King Henry 
had almoſt flaine him , when on a time he asked him if 
L the Maſle were good, and that he anſweredthar ir was a 
« prophane and wicked thing. The Cardinal of Chaſtillon 
- alſo began by litle and litle to forſake the Papaltyc. This 
j then in their eyes ſeemed a fit occaſion to bende the 
; | Conſtable againſt both the Prince , and his owne ne- 
G.1l1, phucs 
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all their ſhadowes of vertue did-then as by day appeare, 
In this place cometh into fight ſo many to true diſcourſes, 
that lam cue in aperplexitie, not knowing which to take, | 
the number of thoſe which preſently do appeare is ſo infi+ 
nite. Ofone thing 1 am ſure, apd thatys this, that at this 
day there is no French man, hauing any knowledge in 
worldly affayres, but that he isable ro make an other Les | 
gende/ot the particular ates oftheſe Guilians, in caſe he 
willtake ſo much leyſure as xogather togither all that he 
knoweth ; wherefore 1 hope wo be exculed, alrhough 1 
doe onely ſer in hande this worke which requireth both 
more hands andwirtres, y | 
King Francis being dead, as ts gforeſaid,and the Cardi- 
_ nal when he was cuen readie role vp the Ghoſt, hauing 1 
procured him to vtter theſe words: Lorde forgiue memy | 
fins, & impure not ynto me whatfocuer my officers in my 
name and authoritic have dong: The Guifians minded to 
followe a new counſayle, which was to pur of their lyons 
ſkinne,thar they could no longer keepe without manifeſt 
daunger of being drawen to . xdndyr to put onthe 
foxes cace. Nowe therefore they derermined to folowe 
their hunte chrough the Queene mothers meanes: They 
promiſedhher chatif ſhe will fauour them, they will ſetto 
their handes to keepe her inthe chiefeſt degree. Alſothe 
more to put this hammerinto her hcad,they doe alleadge 
vnto her,that the Princes through her wincking at mar- | 
ters being ſo euill deale withall,can do no lefle then wiſhe 
her harme;ſecking all mcanesto bring her downe, tothe 
ende to ſer vp the Conſtable ahd the houſe of Chaſtillon, 
- whexeby afterward to make more alrerations: That the 
eſtates will diſgrade her, vnlefle ſhe goeth our arthe back | it 
doore to. mecte them : alſo aſthough then the Guiſians 
were excluded,yet haue they fo many ſeruants & friends, | h 
that for along whyle they could withſtand the Princes.In | & 
the meanc time that ſhe ſhould rerayne her authoritie, & | p 
that when her children ſhould come to age, the gouern- | a 
ment of the Princes &their partakers ſhould vaniſh away. | & 
WES | The ( 
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CARDTNAL' OF LOR.” 


The Queen being as crafty as they, knew how to take hold 
of this proffer, and-ſo to get inberwene. borhyparties , that 
/ bending ſometimes one way , ſometimes another, to this 
preſent ſhe hath kept the place, ro the contulion of tholg 
who had thither lifred her . Hauing thus found ſo good an 
attourney , who/at once reconciled rhem to rhe-King of 
Nauarre, and gaue forth ſpeaches that ſhe would main- 
tcine the Guihans againſt all rheir enemies and mulre- 
perrers, they beganne ſomewhar to aſſure them-lelues. 
Now therefore remained no more to doe , bur to beate 
downe firſt the Prince of Conde , who would not behan- 
dled as his brother the King of Nauarre,then Monmo- 
rency,and then the Chaſtillons, Hereupon came to-fight 
the' goodlyeſt derermination for their purpoſe in the 
worlde. They percciued the number of Proteſtantes ſtill 
to increaſe in all partes of France, alſo that the Prince of 
Conde and the Chaſtillons were openly of thar profeſ- 
fron, for the Prince had made manifeſt declaration there- 
of, having cauſed Genly and others to certifie.'King 
Francis thathe was ſo in deede . Yea cuen inthe hardeſt 
rime of his afflitian, he draue our of his chamber a 
prieſt , whom the Guifians had ſentthither rofinge Male, 
As forthe Admiral, he:had/in the full afſembly at Foun- 
rainbleau preſented rheir fupplication to the King ;ren- 
ding tothe cnde to obreine ſome Churches and-/publik 
exerciſe thereof. He. had alſo declared: ro-the 'Queene 
mother thathe would ncuer abiure his Religion; bur of- 
fred to diſpure againſt rhe Cardinal . The lorde'd'An- 
delort had of Jong time bene of the ſame profefiton, and 
itis knowen that at the accuſation of the Duke of Guile, 
and by the ſolliciting of the Cardinal, the late King Henry 
had almoſt {laine him , when on a time he asked him if 
the Maſle were good, and that he anſweredthar it was a 
prophane and wicked thing. The Cardinal of Chaſtillon 
alſo began by litle and litle to forſake the Papaltye. This 
then in their eyes ſeemed a fit occaſion to bende the 
Conſtable againſt both the Prince , and his owne ne- 
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| THE LEGEND OF/THE 

phues of Chaſtilion , the which they artificially after» 
ward did, as ſhall beſhewed in place conuenicnt. They 
concluded therefore awhile not ro medle with the Relt- 
gion, for ( ſaid the Cardinal of Lorraine) as yer there 
were none but raſcales of thar profeſhon, and there- 
fore it were beſt ro ler ſome grear and welthy men'alfo 
_ into 1t,to the ende by their deſtrution to get ſome 
thi | j 

Now in making warre againſt the —— 
ſhore ſundry wayes with owne ſelfe arrowe : for fir. 
they obtcined the fauour of the Pope, the King of Spayne 
and-others, of whom they looked for ſome helpe. _-';. 
| Secondly, they were afſured that ſundry of the / þ 
rownes in the Realme, were. ſo deepely rooted in Po- 
perie, that it would be harde ro plucke away their olde 
Skinne without good ſtore of ſtripes , alſo that with the 
_- ſtayc in the worlde , they would vie all reſiſtance poſ- 

ble. | 

Thirdly, they knew the Queene mothers diſeaſe , who 
woulde hardly permither children ro be broughr vp in 
Religion , for her ſelfe was of none art all: allo that ſuch 
counrenance-as for a while ſhe might ſhewe , ſhoulde be 
only. to the ende ro winne the Prorcſtantes , and to ſer 
them againſt 'the Carholickes, that whiles they were 
the one forte bent againſt the other, her ſelfe might 
rule all, and ſorhat they ſhould haue no leyſure to con- 
fider of or. examine her ations. They had alſo anumber 
of ſecret ſeruantes, who tothe: cende rozobbe and make 
hauvcke of the Proteſtantes goods, woulde become moſt 


_ Catholicke . The courtes of Parliament alſo were ſo com- 


pounded, that vnlcſſe juſtice were reformed from the 


 crowne of the head vnto the ſole of the foote, the Pro, 


ceſtantes ſhould neuer proſper. Againe, hauing through 
the Queene morhers helpe the King and his brethren in 
their handes, they might caſely vnder that ſhield fight 
againſt all their enemies, and in time order them as they 
hſted, yea through their ouerthrowe become ney 

HERE CH 
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then eucr before, Burtyetthere was one thing which rrou- 
bled them , namely the prolonging of time, and the in- 
conſtancie of the Queene mother , which the Duke of 
Guiſe more feared then any orher rhing,togirher with the 
Prince of Condes liuelinefle ; To remedye therefore all 
this,they procured ( as1s afore ſaid ) their atonement with 
the King of Nauarre , which was ſo brought abour , that by 
the ſame meanes he reſigned to the Queene' mother 
in preſence of the Duke of Guile , and of the Cardinal of 
Lorraine, all ſuch right as he might pretende ynto the 
regencye of the King and the Realme, neuer to quarel], 
demaunde or accept the ſame againe , and thereof gaue 
them an acquittance ſealed with his owne hande. 
Hauing Jun gotten this point, they concluded thar 
ifthe Prince ſeemed to deale with them, he ſhould haue 
to doe with ſoſtrong a match, as that ſoone they ſhould 
ouercome him : alſo that this might be the meanes ro 
bend his brother againſt him, and ſo they ſhould draw 
the one party to the Catholickes. As for the Queene, 
they determined a while to Iether paunch ſome times 
one way , and ſome times another , curiouſly watching 
to What ende her behauiours would come , Againe , they 
were well aſſured that hauing this aduantage ouer the 
King of Nauarre, ſhe would fo praftiſe the eſtates, that 
her auority ſhould be allowed of: alſo that them ſel- 
ues had ſuch parte in her, that her inconſtancie would 
rurne to their commoditie : alſo that before the yere 
were paſſed, they ſhould fee ſome ſtirringes, whereby eo 
helpe them ſelues vp againe. | $107 
One parte of that whereof they perceiued ſome likely- 
hoode, came to paſſe: bur in the reſt they were ſhrewdly 
deceined . For whiles they ſufficiently rormented the 
Proteſtantes with foure ciuill warres, & a horrible murder 
ynder Charles the ninthe, fiue of them came ſhort home ,/ 
and the moſt doulte of all remained behinde, & as for the 
moſt apparent of their diſcent, who ar this preſent is Duke 


of Guiſc,he is in ſuch eſtate, as (according to the prouerbe 
G.iii), which 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 
which runneth of ſuch as are vpon the ſea) A man cannor 
wellfay whether he be aliue or dead: for God hath giuen 
him th ably on the face, that he ſhall remaine blaſted 
for ever, We muſt therefore conſider what burte they 
haue done tothe King, his Realme, and them ſclues in all 
theſe civill warres: and as the thunderclappes alwayes be- 
fore their comnyng doc ſhew by ſome tokens which goe 
before, their following to be bn, Harv cuen ſo the Gui- 
fans befere that they ſhotre their thunderboults. into 
France, gaue forth certaine deafe noyſes, praQtifing bere 
and there, whereby ro become more furzous after that 
they were once fortified . Being delivered of that which 
they fnoſt feared, which was.thereſcarche for the Princes 


impriſonment, through ſuch afſurance as the Queene 


mother had rooted in their heartes, alſo being reconci- 
led Kg King of Nauarre,having,as is afore ſaid, procured 


the King larely deceaſed, to = that he of his owne 
ablolue auttoritic had cauſed the Prince of Condye-to 
be; empriſoned : they determined ro goe tothe cſtares, 


there to heare what would be ſaid, and lo helpe their mar-- 


ters 35 much as might be poſlible, Bur before -! oe any 
further ,they enter Icague with|the Cardinals of Tour- 
non and of Armignac,the Duke of Nemours,the Marſhals 
of S.Andrewes and of Briffac,the lordes of Rendan, Mar- 
tigues, Sipierre, Monluc,la Motte Gondrin, la Suze, Sanſ- 
ſac, Sauigny and many other loxdes and capraines, who 
hoped-to become mighty, riche; and welthy through the 


ciuill warres,which ( ſaid che Guifians )the Princes would. 


bring in, bij nan with the alceration of the Principalitie. 
The voice hereof cauſed they to be ſounded in the King 


| of Nauarres cares,who jn ſtead of prouiding according to 


his duery there againſt, began ro faint, and ro religne all 
his auRoririe,as anon we will more amplye declare. Ther- 
ofenſucd the ofder the one and ewenticth day of Decem- 
ber 1565. eſtabliſhed in the Kings council, touching the 


gouernement of the citares of the Realme; wherein the. 
 Queene mother was planted vpright 


In 


; 


” «4 2 wc ws ww wa ta to cu tw. ws tc pw Ie dd Aa © hx ee _ A 


Sk g— ee frond A 


a a mas MX#Ao@ co@ mA 2K, 


feta. «rout fad. AA KO. YEE. en. oma pe. "i 
E 


CARDINAL OF ' LOR, 


In the meanetime happened a chance very agreable 
tothe Cardinal, but his ioy continewed not. The deputies 
of about fourty baylywickes and Seneſchalryes of the 
realme, allcaged that their auftoritie was out, becauſe 
King Francis had ſummoned them, & he being now dead, 
they muſt needes haue new remembrances, The Cardinal 
& his taQion ſuppoſed that although this could not whol- 
ly diflolue the eſtates, yet would it ſomewhat delay them, 
whiles inthe meane time they might praftiſe ſorne thimg;: 
but through the wiſdome of the Chaunceler and others, 
it was agreed that they ſhould proceed, ſecing that the 
royal dignitic died not but was repreſented in his ſuccel- 
ſour. Alſo in caſe thefe declararios had delaied the cftates, 
then had it gone wrong with the Guihans,for in their new 
remembrances they alſo ſhould haue receiued new com- 
miſſions.The Queene mother alſo fearing leſt they ſhould 
ſmel our the writing,which with threars ſhe had wreſted 
from the King of Navarre,and thereupon had examined 
her doings, and correCted her as appertained,for working 
ſo trecheroutly againſt the peoples liberrye, haſted the 
matter forwarde, whereby the Guifians gotre met, 

'  Theytherupon geffed that which was true, namely that 
atthis aſſembly they would deale in matters as wel of Re- 


ligion as of eſtate:they were alſo aſſured that at that time 


Religion ſhould be the chiefeſt, which greatly reioyced 
them: yea they determined with all their might ro heaue 
at that wheele,to the ende the other mightremaine vnde- 
cided, or if neceflity driue them to giue accompr of their 
adminiſtrati6,they enrended to preſent vp their reckoning 
In a warlike fielde, there ro be examined & proued atthe 
ſwordes poin&,wherein they aſſured them ſelues to make 
ſo fayre a broyle,thart their wronges rogether with the 
rights of their aduerſe party,ſhould there ſtray away toge- 
ther. They muſt therefore carneſtly deale in Religion,and 
with the ſame to cloye the Huguenors, who with earneſt 
affection, purpoſed no other matters bur tothinke ypon 
the liberty oftheir conſciences , accompting al bodily bon 
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(:.i THE LEGEND OF THE 
we a ſomewhar tolerable, ſo that the principal might re- 


maine in his ful perfeion. But yer they were ſore diſcon- | 
on rented:for the one could not conlitt without the other, alfo 
= Godlineſle without iuſtice in this world hath bur a feeble 

'| foundation:as there wcre ſome that ſaid atthe ſame time, 
that ifthe eſtabliſhment ofthe realme in her priſtinare 
glorie,and the reformation of Religion did not both goe 
together, we ſhoulde yer beholde and finde greater miſ- 
ehiſefes then before, which experience hath now taught to 
thoſe who then woulde belecue nothing,and God grante 
that the French nation may in time learne, 

This determination being taken , the Cardinal of Lor- 
raine practiſed al meanes ro hauc the charge of making [ 
the oration in the name of the three eſtares vntothe King, | 
whereunto the Clergie did conſent: and therfore did ſend | 


$ named Griueau a Canon of the holy Chappel, vnto 


k "— 


the third cſtate for to obteine their graume,bur he had 
pr :ſently an open anſwere, that they would nor accept 
im to ſpeake for them of whom they minded to com- 
plaine: and ypon this occaſion, he refrained from ſpeaking 
to the nobilite, raking in the meane time ſuch hold ofthis 
anſwerc,as thereby he might turne it to his owne commo- 
_ ditic: for heafſured the Catholikes, namely rhe Clergie, 
that now the Huguenors would tread them downe, vnlefle | 
in time they withſtood their determinations, and therfore 
conſequently they ought in the oration for the clergie,eſ- 
ecially to ſtand vpon that point,for ſeing the third eſtare 
bal ſodetced it {clfe,and proteſted againſt him who was 
one of the principal members ofthe Apoſtolike ſeaxe, 
they now would not ſpare the other ſmaler dependances, 
Hereupon the Clergie choſe for their ſpeaker one named 
vintin,a forfaker of the religion,and at thartime a doc- 
ror of the Canon Lawe at Paris. The nobilitie choſe the 
Lord of Rochforte,and the third eſtate, Lange an aduo- 
T4 cate of Burdeaux. | 
{ | "he eſtz:er [The eſtates began robe holden the thirtenth day of | 


2 Orleans, December,in a houſe prouided for the ſame purpoſe: of | 
| racr 
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CARDINAL OF LOR. 


cher came the Cardinals of Lorraine and Guiſe, alſo the 


Duke of Guile,to the end by hearing the oratios,to apply 
the ſame ſo much as chey might ro their own comodiues. 
The tirſt day was ſpent in hearirfg the Chancelers orartis, 
which litle or nothing rouched them,for he ſpake but ge - 
nerally.The Deputie of the third eſtate ſtood vpon _ 
the ignorance,couctouſnes and difſojutions of the Eccle 

aſtical perſons, not particularly rouching any.Rochfort in 
the name of the Nobilitye did much commend the deliue 
ry of the gouernment vnto the Queen mother,noted cer 
tain abuſes in the Clergy and luſtices,8& after that he had 
defired the King ro maintaine the nobilitic m their priut- 
ledges,he offred vp a ſupplication,wherin he defired ſome 
churches for the gentlemen proreſtants. Quintin on the 
clergics behalfe,made a long oration or inueQtiuve againſt 
the proteſtants, ioyning againſt the mighrieſt, in couerr 
wordes taxing the Admiral, who had preſented the ſup- 
plication of them of Normandie which defired Churches, 


Theſe orations pur the Cardinal and his brethren in 


good hope:for they perſuaded them {clues thatin caſe the 
eſtare of Religion went forward, as it was very hkely,the 
ſame would be the vndoubred meanes to ſeperate the Co 
ſtable fro the Chaſtillons,& to make the Catholikes ſtriue 
againſt the proreſtants : ſo inthe meane time themſclucs 
would grow ſtrongeſt. 

Inthis thought chanced an other matrer which ſome-+ 
what ſerued their purpoſe, although the purſuite thereo 
wereto them preiudicial,The deputics who were appoin- 


- ted ro vilite the roules of rhe eſtates, hauing made their 


reporte vntothe priuie councull , the King of Nauarre and 
the Chanceler to the coucnt of the Franciſcans,to ſpeake 
with the eſtatcs there afſembled, where they began to 
rallce of the reſtiturts of exceſhue gifts, of diſcharging the 


Kings debts and ſuch other like matters:but this could not. 


be copaſled before that thoſe whoin the time of Hery? ſe 
cod & Fricis the ſecod had had y whole dealigs in matrers 


of eltare & 1n 7 rre{ury,were reduced into great mr 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 


Of this motion was the Queene mother very glad,as one 
aſſured thar by ceaſon of her regencic, ſhe ſhould nor be 
molcſted,& therfore determined to heaue atthat wheele, 
' thereby to pul downe thoſe whome ſhe accompted to hie 
nexther owne perſon.The King of Nauarre had not med- 
| led at al, bur the Guiſians,the Conſtable, and the Marſhal 
_ of S. [Andrewes were deepeſt in this matrer : there was 
therefore but one onely remedie wherwith to breake this 


Realme, For the attaining whereunto, and forthe more 
comodious compaſling of al things hereunto requiſite,in 
ſteade of proceeding im this point, God who iuſtly was 
diſpleated., minding to begin to ſcourge the French Nati- 
on, permitted chem to remitthe eſtarcs ynto the monerh 
of May next enſuing : which was the thing that the Gui- 
ſes eſpecially ſought for, neither was the Conſtable anie 
whit ſoric, notwithſtanding he had often proteſted thar 
he was readie to giue vp his accompres. 

- The King of Nauarre being yet ſomewhat affeted vn- 
to the Religion, his brother the Prince of Conde,and the 
Chaſtillons ſought ro aduance the ſaid Religion, and that 
they might the better do, in caſefor awhile they deferred 
dealing in the other point, which ſhortly after they might 

_  neuertheleſſe eaſely enough take in hand againe. Butthey 
were deceiued throughtthe ambition of the Queene mo- 
ther, the daſtardlinefſe of the King of Nauarre, the 
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driftes of the Conſtable within the kingdome, whom vn- 
der co'5ur of Religion, they had ſeparated from his ne- 
hues. 

1» poli- : In this meane time the yong King and his brethren 
»« of the were in the Queene mothers handes, who onely marked 
AY uifrans, which fide would be ſtrongeſt, to the end to the ſame to 
© ,crewizh commit both herfſelfe an her children :and becauſe ſhe 
bring the had ſuffred much at rhe Guifians hands in the time of 
Falme in- Francis the ſecond, ſhe could nowe haue wiſhed that the 
q | trouble. Proteſtants might haue bene maſters,being aſlured char 
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blowe, which was by troubling: the whole eſtate of the 


praftiſes of the Guiſians without the Realme, and the 
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CARDINAL OF L OR. 


ſhe could more cafily haue delt with them : forſhe had al- 
readie in her hands the Chaſtillons. The King of Nauarre 
| ſuffredhimſelfro be led cuerie way,and as for the Prince 
f of Conde, in caſe ſhe withſtoade not the amends for ſuch 
injuries as he pretended through his impriſonment to 
haue bene done vnto him,ſhe accompred hum as hers,yea 
's 5+ ſhe looked to hnde in him a new ſtaffe wherewith to ſup- 
* preſſethe Guifians, The Cardinal of Lorraine vnder- 
ſtanding the Prince to be readic to come to the court, de- 
parted from the ſame vnder pretence of reſidence in his 
Archbiſhoppricke of Reims, leauing behind him his bro- 
ther as aſpic, and others to the end to practiſe according 
as matters might fa]l out. After that the King had wel 
4 recciued the Prince of Condic,and that in ful counſe] he 
| hadiuſtificd him ſelfe, he was permitted to ſuc out more 
ample declarations,& for the ſame purpoſe went to Paris. 
Soone after this tell an other controuerſie, which much 
moleſted the Duke of Guile and his partakers, yea, with- 
out the policic of the Queene mother, who ar this time 
ſtoode them in good ſtead, and ſoughtin time to come ro 
aide her ſelte, they had atthe ſame inſtant bene quite vn- 
horſed: forthe King of Nauarre through the folliciting 
of ſome who ſawe meetly cleare , did complaine tro the 
Queene of the too great authoritie which the Duke of 
Guiſe trooke ypon him, who at al times had bene her ad- 
+ uerſarie:allo that the ſaid Duke of Guiſe continuing about 
| theKing, he could notremaine, and therefor that it was 
| expedient that either the one or the other departed from 
the Court: after that the Quzene had alleaged ſome ex- 
cuſes rending to the ouerthrowe of this matter, the ſaide 
controuerhe proceeded {o farre,as that the next morning 
the King of Nauarre put on his boores, and was readie ta 
depart, accompanied with the Princes of the blood, the 
Conſtable,the Lords of Chaſtillon and manie other grear 
Lords. Now the Queene ſcing thatremaining among the 
Guifans onely,the world was at an end,both of her lelfe, 
and of them alto: for her owne conſcruation, fained to 
| procure 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 


procure their comodirie, to the end in caſethey yet once 


againe gotthe maſterie,they ſhould not harme her. She 
ſenerherefore to fetch the Conſtable,cauſing the King to 
command him not to depart, by the compaſling whereof 
al chis matter was broken of, and the King of Nauarre ſent 
to fetch backe his mulers, which alreadic were gone as 
farre as Melun. F 

This controuerſic being diſperſed, pailed a voyce that 
the Queene maintained the Guilians againſt the Princes 
of the blood: inſomuch thar the particular eſtates of Paris 


proceded and began to touch the chiefe points of the. e- | 


ſtare,not forgetting the article of yelding vp the accomprs, 
The Guiſians were expreflely named, with ful derermina= 
ton to ſecke al meanes poſlible to forbid them anie entry 
intothe priuic council, before they had giuen vp their a- 
foreſaid accompts , The Queene mother of the one fide 
greatly rcioyced in ſeeing the Guiſians her chicfeſt enc- 


 miesby this meanes in danger. Againe,on the other fide 


the was in ſome care as concerning her regencie. To pro- 
uide therefore againſt al inconuenicnces,the through the 
aide of the Confiable made a ncw agreement with the 
King of Nauarre,in ſuch wiſe as the ſaid ans. was pleaſed, 
and moued the Duke of Guiſe to counterfeit humilitie, 
which he now more then vſually did put in prattiſe. She 
ſenralſo for the Prince of Conde to come and ſeale to this 
accorde,& vied the helpe of the Marſhal of Montmoren- 
cic, in amending and correRing al that had bene conclu- 
ded in the particular eſtates of Paris, touching the go- 


uvernement of the Realme. 


The Cardinal dealt with the Queen mother in al theſe 
matters,to whom he writ often, and notwithſtanding eche: 
ofthem miſtruſted other, yet had they ſo long kept houſe- 
holde together, thac the raking of this path ſeemed moſt 
neceſlary for both cheir conſeruations. And in deede we! 
may wel ſay that al che policies of the Guiſtans did neuer 
ſtand chem in ſo good ſtead,as did the only wit of 5 Queen 
mother, who neucrthelefle did mortally hare thE:bur this, 


ſhal 
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CARDINAL OF LOR, 


ſhalbe ſhewed in place more couenient. Here may we be- 
hold our poore king & kingdome,ſwmming & waiting for 
preſent ſhipwrack, for 5 copaſſing wherof the Guifians fin= 
| cling theſclues to weake,vnder pretcce of Religio doioine 
totheir faRion the Conſtable, prouoking him againſt his 
nephue rhe Admiral,who openly profefied the Goſpel, & 
ſo do aide thEſ(clues with al conuenient policies. The Mar- 
| ſhal of S.Andrewes alſo herein ſtood the in gqod ſtead:for 
he did beat into5 Conſtables head,that whatſocuer the c- 
ſtares had propounded concerning the reuoking of excel= 
' ue rewards,the Admiral had procured,rto the end to bri- 
dle bis vncle the ſaid Conſtable,and ſo ro compel] him ne- 
cceffarily ro coſent to the alteration of Religion. The Earle 
| of Villars being moued againſt the Admiral for thathe had 
' reproued his cuil demeanures in Liguedoc,did alſo thruſt 
at 5 ſame wheele, ſo that notwithſtanding whatſocuer de- 
| clarativsor perſuaſios the Marſhal of Montmorency could 
alleage,yer did the Conſtable jioyne tro the Guiſhans, who 
made their leagues tothe inter by robbing the King, & his 
realme of their faithful ſeruants to bring al into confuſion, 
The Catholikes finding the ſelues through ſuch leagues Commorz- |} 
| fortified, began toriſe, &rherupon through the policies of ons of che 
the Guiftans,there was a noiſe — Admiral had Catholikes| 
endeuoured to expel the Maſle,& to planhe Religion in 9 
France without anie adoe. The Catholikes theretore of 
| Beauuaisa biſhoppricke pertaining toj Cardinal of Cha- 
ſtillon began, being tolowed by the Catholikes of Amiens, 
Pothoiſe & other places.Ar Paris alſo were Mikes, & ſuch 
other trompets of ſediti5,who greatly aduanced the Gui- 
fans prattiſes.In deed vypon the firſt noife of theſe broyles 
the Kings letters patents were ſent forth to al iudges royal 
inthe Realme, with ſtraite defence thatno man ſhould 
moleſt other by the name either of Papiſt or Huguenor, $i 
wherby to prouide for the ſuretic & libertie of cither ſort, 1-1 
The court of Parliament of Paris which confiſteth {3 
molt of the ſeruants of the houſe of Guiſe ſent earneſt de- 48s 
Clarations vnto the priuie council as touching this Edict, 
but 
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HE LEGEND OF THE 


bur al was but anew praftiſe whereby to ſhuffle the cardes 
as we ſay, and ſo to heape one diſcord vpon another vn- | 


der the goodlieſt ule in the worlde, namely of Religion. 
In the meanertime,the Cardinal wayted for the yong King 
at Reims,who was brought thither ro be anointed, wheras 


| the Duke of Guiſc was (o 49915 ime 4s to ſteppe in 
e Duke of Montpen- 
fier,ſo to march after the King,and by ſuch leyghtes tobe< 


berwene the King of Nauarre,andt 


come equal vnto the princes of the blood. There the Car 
dinal] finding his ſtrength ſufficient, hauing wonne this 
point, to propound Religion as a cloke ro Ris ambition, 
didrhen gricuouſly complayne of the proteſtantes, decla- 
ring that during the parly concluded vpo concerning the 
determination of theſe controuerſies,the King oughtnor 
to permit any kinde of innouation,and that for the more 
aſſured prouiſion thereagainſt,it was requiſite to make ary 
inuiolable Jaw:alſo to the ſame end to aſſemble inthe Par- 
liamenr of Paris,the Princes, Lords,& others of the Kings 

rivie counſaile,there to frame an arreſt, which euer after 
ſhould ſolemnely be obſerued. Bur al this was no other ſa+ 


uing anewe policic whereby tohaſten the praRiſes of the 


houſe of Guiſe. Now the Cardinal knew wel rhatin this aſ- 
. ſeblyofthe _ for the determination of matters of 

Religion , therE would be nothing diſpatched , alſo that 
while things hung thus in ſuſpenſe,the = ſhould be cal 
led vpon to permit the excerciſe of the Religion openly: 
which being once granted,the prince of Condye and the 
Chaſtillss would ſtep in afterward to withſtid him:for the 
withſtanding wherobbe ſuppoſed y in preventing this par- 
ly through an other aſſemblie at Paris, where he had men 
enough at commandement, he might ger ſomewhat, or ax 
the leaſt ſo bend the one ſort againſt the other, that him 
ſelfe ſhould loſe nothing. This was the cauſe of the aflig - 
nation of that afſemblye:whereunto the Queene mother 
agreed almoſt for rhe ſame conhderations,and the contra 
ry parties in hope it would redound to the commoditie of 


the whole realme, Here may the readers conſider what 
| 4ourncys 


| CARDINAL OF LOR. © 
journeys to and fro the Guiſians practiſed as well within 
the realme as without, alſo how they for their owne main- 
tenance remoued both heauen and earth; The Spaniarde + 
| ,anddiuers Italian Princes were. daily aduertiſcd of the 
_ eſtate of the affaires,and-then did rhe Queene mother 
ſtand the Guiſians m ſeade of aſecretarie, to the end to 
| makcoutgoodly diſparches in rhe Kings name againſt rhe 
' Princesof theblood;whome in-the meane time they ſee 
med greatly to fauour. For at that time, namelyrhe 13 of 
June 1 56 1, did the Parliament of Paris;al the:chatabers 
being afſembled in their red gownes inthe greartchamber 
of pleas,inthe preſence of the Duke of Guile,the Cardi« 
nals of Lorraine and Guiſe with others, pronounce: rheir 
L ſentence concerning the-innocencie of the « Prince of 
Conde: alfo abourtherend of Auguſt following; was:the 
| aronement made berwene the ſaid Prince,and the, Duke i 
of Guiſe. 3 35901520 {O57 3: | 4 330 fe | 
© During theſe matrers,the Ediftof Iuly was publiſhedin The 7:4; iſt 
thisafſemblic of the Princes and Lords of rhe Parliament vf 1wy 4: 
of Paris »wherby the Proteftanrsenioyed more freedome - 03 | 
and libertie;then cuer beforerhey had had. There was-it 114 h 
| againeconclyded;thirthe prelates ſhould be- called, and Wi tl 
the miniſters of the Religion ſhould haue ſafe conduiftes 
tothe end ro ſceke: ſome meanes of agreement. Ther 
beganthe Cardinal tro hope wel of his owne matters,” for 
| hewasſuretofindea th. way how to bende the Chur- 
ches of the Confeſhon of Auſbourg, againſt the refor- 
med Churches of France, by reaſon of the Supper This 
being brought ro paſſe, beſides that he ſhould bring the 
| | miniſters into derifion, heſhould alſo hinder the Prince 
of Conde and the Chaſtillons, who openly -fauoured 
them,from all prouifion to withſtand ſuch driftes and pre- 
paratiues, asthe Duke of Guiſe and his adherenrs began 
ro frame, wherby to giue vptheir accotits vpon the ſpeares 
pointe; for ſo they might haue'no ſuccour of the Ger- 
manes, who would ealilic be perſuaded thatal-theſe rroit- 
bles in the Realme proceeded only of Religion, © 1 | | 
"IN H.j. The 
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1 'The Guifians would faine haue found ſome meanes ſo 
"- "VET *#79 tobring the Prince of Condie/an ſleepe, that he mighr 
Wks | rebroge haue bene drawen from the Chaſtillons : Bur their con- 
1 WK King of ſciencesdid ſo reprouethem, begaule of ſo manie diſplea« 
Tt! | marre. furegas they had done vnto himythat they left him, being 
11ÞY ſufficiemly contented with ſetting: the Conſtable and: 0+ 
thers againſt him : Howbeir before:they came to bandie 
blowes; rhey deemed irneceffarie yetto ſtrike one ſtroke 
more. They perceiued the King of Nauarre and his bro+ 


ſed(as itwas moſt true)ehar ſo Jong as theſe two Princes 
ſhould'continue in vnitie together,al the French nobilitie 
andcommunaltic( notwithſtanding Rehgion)would bend 
to them, to the end to expel the Guiſians, or els 10 bring 
them to accomprs,&ſo conſequently reſtore the Realnie 
to her priſtinate brightnes &dignirie. They alſo perſua« 
dedj Queene mother how dangerous the vnion of theſe 
- Princes might be vnto her: ſhetherfore requeſtedahe ro 
a \. mratnidh PN much as inth& lay, and promiſed of her owne 
"anna robe flacke in 5 matter,as 1n deede ſhe was not; 
ut.vſed ſich diſhoneſt meanes, as in the diſcourſe of her 


ring raigne of Francis the ſecond had gort to theirſers 
uice$Lord.of Eſcars the King of Nayarres chamberlaine; 
' &throughthe ſame eſpichad ad aibouerid al his maſters ſe« 
_ crets,whokinally hauing manifeſtly dereRtedthe ſaid EC 
; carsthrough cerraine letters which he had written,didfor 
the ſame curne him away,Then did he halfe bend hintfelf 
vnto the Guifians fatio,who ſent him word to endeucue 
to come again into fauour with his old maſter,there to:da 
the ſuch ſcruice as before time,namely to enterraine bis 
ſaid maſter in al his pleaſures, doing his meſſages vnta$ 
Ladies of the courr,8 ſo colequently withdrawing him fr 
al Religion,which required anytter abandoning. vnro 
wantonnes & abominations: therupon ſo many men were 
ſet on worke,thar finally the King of Navarre revoked the 


ſaid Deſcars,wherat many A: bo foreſce great rn 
F 4 


ther the Priace of Conde to agree welenough,and ſuppo- 


gouernimentare at iargeſerdowne:Now the Guifians dun 


CARDINAL OF LOR. 
likely to follow:and afſuredly itis ſaid that the Cardinal of 
Lorrain hearing of this his calling againe,began to laugh, 
& as his cuſtome was,clapping one hand withan the other, 
ſaid vato diuers that he had not of long ume heard anie ped if 
newes that more conrented him, Wh: 


Ye hauc heard already how tie eſtates holden atOrleis The e7ath 


were proroged ynto May : and afterward chrough divers a? Pon- Wy 
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diſturbances of ſuch as intended co giue no account buton toiſe. 
horſeback in armour,they were adiourned vnio the end 
of Auguſt at Pontoiſe, where they had bene appointed, 
There among other things which touched 5 Gurhans,bur 
eſpecially the Duke of Guiſe there preſerit, the propofitis 
ofthe lord Breragne in his orati5 in the name of rac third 
eſtare,cocerning the euil.dealings of the ſaid Guilias, did 
chiefly pinch them; the wordes becauſe they be notable, 
hauc we here ſet downe. Your ſubi=-&s(ſaid he ſpeaking to 
the King)haue bene moleſted with infinite ſublidies,borh 
ordinary & extraordinary, wherupon hauc enſued allo,the 
augmeting of impoſt, the wageFof fiftic thouland foorme, 
the collations, the twentie franckes vpon euery ſtzepic in 
the Realme,the leuie ofeight crownes vponthe officers 
royal, fixe vpo the aduocares of the Parliament. foure yp 
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the Burgeſes,widowes & artificers, two yponthe reſt of lt 


che aduocares,praQtitioners , notaries, and ſergeants, bo- 
rowed & not borowed;free holdes,new gaines, money le- 
uicd afterthe battaile of S:Laurence,alienation of the de- 
maines, helpes,gables,fines taken vp0 offices both olde & 
new,the ſupprets16 of certain of the ſame, money for co- 
firmarions,coyne raiſed ypon houſes & towne houſes, pay 
leuicd ypon confignari6s, veſſels of gold & filuer billered, 
warlike munitions, viuals for campes- and armies Jeuied 
within theſe thirty yeres, horſe'and furniture of attiNariey 
ereCting of ſales of wine, furniture; apparrel, and food fot 
ſouldiers,wages and pay for ſouldicrs in diners particutar” 
townes.ſauleperer and poulder which the people muſt fur 
niſh,officers wages.men of armes and foormen vnpayd, 
conduct money into Bretagne, with other infinite {iimes 
ans H.y, vader 
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THE LEGEND OF THE | 


ynder-ſundry names and titles, and al tending to the ger+ 
ting of your ſubic&s moncy:ſo that by reaſon of the ſaid in 
ſupporcable charges, your pore ſubieQsare ſo weakened, | 
enfeebled & impouerithed, that atthis preſenc, Sir, they | 
haue-nothing letr ro offer or preſent ynto your maieſty,o+ 
ther the their good & faithful willes. They oft6 hauc exa- 
mined them ſclues,& tryed their whole abilities in your | 
maieſties affaires,bur to their grear griefe they haue foi 
, themſclues deftirure of al meanes of helping or _—_— 
you, and therefore doe moſt|defire , that it may pleaſe 
youro deferre & putof the ſuccour which you at this time 
do attend attheir hids,vnul ſome other rime,wheE through 
as wel their own diltgece, Jlabqur, trauail,ſparing & lobri- | 
ety, as alſo through ſuch goodentreaty as they bope for ax * 
your hands,rthey ſhal haue recouered part of their former 
abilitic & power. Neither can they be perſwaded,confide- 
ring the great ſub{idies of them, leuyed during the reigns 
of the Kings your late father and brother,that you can be 
ſo greatly endebted. Callmg allo ro minde, whaiſocuer all 
auncient hiſtories or recordes as wel holy as prophane, 
haue left of al antiquitie as reftimonies of valiant deedes, 
they do finde that neuer any monarch,King or ſoucraigne 
Prince hath diced indebced in fuch i ſummes-as 
did the late King Henry your Honorable father, how long | 
orcontinual warresthe ſaid Monarches haue ſuſteined or | 
enterpriſed, for the augmenting of the boundes and Ji- | 
mires of their realmes and empires. And to ſay the tructh, 
ſo great and wonderful are the debts,that quite emptying 
al the treaſuries of your dominions, and particularly re- 

- ſearching cuery ſubic&, yer ſhal you hardely finde goulde 
or filuer in their poſſeſlions equiualer vnto the ſaid ſumes, 
Which notwithſtanding it ſecmeth very hard and incre- 
dible, yet is the knowledge thereof more grieuous vnto 
your ſubietes,becauſe their power is not equal] to their de 
fires. This therefore hath moued them ro conicure that 
ſuch great ſummes of money Jeuicd among your people, 
ncuer came wholy into your coffers, neither was cuer fon 

uerte 
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uerted to the comoditie of your predeceflors,butthrough 
vnreaſonable gifres'and ſuch other meanes, hauc in parr 
remained in the hands of ſome particular perſons,whoſe 
houſes do now triumph and floriththrough the harmes of 
your ſaid ſubies.For the reparation therefore of ſuch tor 
mer gouernment,allo ro preuent thatin time to come you 
fall notinto any ſuch bottomles pit of debts,they do moſt 
humblye beſech youro ordeine that the treaſurers & ouer 
ſeers of your treaſury, who hitherto haue had the hidling 
& diſpoling of the ſame during the reignes aforeſaid, may 
come & bring in an accopr of their adminiſtration before 
ſuch delegates as your ſelfc (hal chuſe,or through the aſli- 
ſtance of the eſtares cuery prouince and gouernment ſhal 
name:by this meanes may ſuch be quailed and reuoked to 
their duetics,as intime ro come might comit the like tre(- 
pas. Again one ot the firſt articles conteined inthe roules 
which the third eſtate preſented, were theſe wordes.That 
ſuch might bring in their accompts as were accomprtable, 
& had had the ordering of the rreaſurye, for that the ſaid 
thirde eſtare could notbelecue but that thereby ſundrye 
great abuſes might be found out : alſo thatin the meane 
time alwell ſuch as were accomprable,as alſo al other who 
had bene dealers in the treaſurie,cuen being of the priuie 
counſaile, might neuerthelefle be forbidden entrie into 
the ſaid council, rogether with the execution of their ſaid 
offices,vntil the ſaid accompres were made other where 
thenin the chamber of accomprs, and inthe preſence of 
the delegates of the eſtares, and that al reſtes and debres 
were payed. allo that eſpecial reuiew might be made ofthe 
accomprs of thoſe who had recciued the particular loanes 
of the ſommes of cight,ſix, foure and two crownes, the 
rwenty frankes of eche ſteple,the munitions and yictuals, 
the furnitures of the ſales of wines and other neceffary 
things for the warres,the money leuicd vypon the walled 
townes after the bartaile of S.Laurcnce, and al other cx- 
rraordinary payes leuied ypon the people. Allo thar al ex- 
ceſliuc penſions & varcaſonable giftes wharſocuer m_ 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 
bereuoked without exception of any perſon, ſauing the 


Queene mother, (who hadſollicited the eſtates ro purſue | 


theſe marrers,for the cauſes rehearſed inthe diſcourſe of 
her 2ouernement)for that it was evidentrharthis money 
had-ncuer bene employed vnto ſuch vic as iz had bene de- 


 ſtined ynro,namely,the relicuing of the kings affaires.now 
may we wel rhinke whether thele motions clawed the Gui 


fians. The Cardinal more ſtaied the his brother the Duke, 
made no ihew of oughr,as if he/had ſoughrto make ready 


| his accomprs.burin the others forhead a man might reade 
a thouſand threats againſt the eſtare of the realme,the cf- 


fe&s whereof appeared within fiue or fix moneths after. 
For their berter providing therefore tor their own affairs, 
rhey derermined as touching the giuing vp of rheir ac- 
comprs,that they wou!d prattiſe al meanes poſlible, rather 
then be brovughr i1to any ſuchineceflitie, alſo thatin caſe 
vnder pretence of religion they found no way,then twould 
thein ſeli2s endeuour ro make one,by aſſociating to them 
their ptrtakers, and fo falling vpon the Proteſtantes,who 
they were 2Cured rhat the Prince of Condie,the Admiral 
& otlcr Lords would def&d: & by this meanes they ſhould 
ic mingle theſe accowpts,that together wth forreine ſuc- 
cours they would exa!tthemfelttes higher then ever, and 


hauing his faire pretfce of religion. they coſequently did 


aſſure rhEſelues of the fauour'ef al Catholikes. Morcouer 
the Cardinal beholding ſuch numbers ofpeople dayly de- 


 claringthemſelues proteſtanrs,according ro his wont, ſmi 


ledin his fleue;faying thar this was the reward ofthe ſoul 
diers who had more necd,and a proper meane to content 
manye both great and anal; who ſoughrnought burthe 


 ſpolle, 


The diſputation alſo at Poifly berweene the miniſters 
who were ro treat ypon religiÞn,& the Prelates who alſo 
were called ro helpe to pay the Kinges debres,was freely 
graunted vnco, which was in hope to moue ſome contro- 
uerfie berweene them and the Germaines that held with 
the coniciion of { Ausbourg,cither(peraducnuure becaule 


he 


—— 
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he accompted them ignorant,as he had cuery where tear- 
med rhem fo to be )to the end in ſo notable anaflembly to, 
aſtoniſh chem, either els with his-prating,together with: 
theJophiſtical reaſons of ſome Sorboniſtes, who were ſcar 
for there to diſpute, vtterly to take away their ſpeches,and 
make then dumbe: Bur afterwarde more deepely weying 
the matter,he called ro minde an other drift, which was to 
keepe the Popes legate in a readineſle, to rhe end thatif 
this diſputation turned more to the proteſtants aduitage 
then he wiſhed, he then mightin time breake of this aſſcm 
bly, referring the miniſters to the general council appoin= 
ted at Tremic : He alſo minded thereby ſtill to bridle: the 
Queene mother, whoſe inconſtancie the Guiſians greatly FI 
miltruſted,alchough wrongfullic,ſceing that ſhe was more 30Yþ 
perfeRe in playing her parte then them ſelues: although = gh 
thee communicated not her,whole miade vnto 'them, 
burſupprefied whatſocuer ſhe thought not conuenienr 
for their aduauncemente., Now had they alreadyc ſha- 
ken the Kinge of Nauarre, by mcanes of the Lorde & 
Eſcars: that wall muſte they rherefore wholy pul downe, 
ro the cnde that gatheringe vp the ſtones thereof, they 
might wich the ſame ſtone the proteſtants, as afterwarde 
they did: Large promiſes were thercunro requilice, 
wherein the Popes legate and the Kinge of Spaynes 
ambaſſadour , at the Guiftans ſuite did luſtily ſer ro their 
helper |. i he oh 6 
- As for the diſputation at Poiſſy, in aſmuch as the orarti- 00> (211 
ons and diſcourſe thereof is already publiſhed, and, alſo!" 49h 
ſhal hereafter more largely be declared, we need nor here Poiſty Ws: 
and long there vpon, ſeeing alſothart hereafter we will 
calt out ſome worde in diſcourſing vpon the Cardinals di- 
uiniticand religion, and of his braue oration made inthe 
ſame afſembly,the ſixtenth day of September inthe yere 
-of our Lord 1 561. In this place it ſhalbe ſufficient, to 
-nore certaine of his policies againſt the quiernes of the 
Realme. Firſt rhen to cauſe fooles ro thinke that the Pre- 


ates were not thither aflembled for nothing, he framed 
H.1ili, diucrs 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 
diyers- articles touching the inſtitution of Biſhops, the 
dignitic of Carhedral Churches,and ſuch other like, bue 
not mentioning anie one poinrof doftrine : For they al 
were before agreed not toyeelde anic thing vnto the mi- 
niſters, for fcare of being taken for ſcducers, and fo of 
making an irreparable breach in the dignitic of the Row 


- miſh ſeate, In rhis wiſe did the Cardinal ſcorne the King 


and al his council, who pretended to anic reformation. 
The miniſters of the reformed Churches in the Realme, 
were wiiled to ſendthither ſome of their fellowes, and ſo 
thcy did,therin obeying the commandementrs of the King 
and.the Queene mother.Peter Martyr and Theodore Be- 
za were brought from Zurich and Geneua, where they 
profeſſed diuinitic, to rhe end more preciſely to conſider 
of al controucrſies. The Cardinal then ſcing him ſelte ro 
farre ſhipped/in matters wherein he was bur a nouice, 
thoughr'ropreuentit. So ſaonhe therefore as Theodore 


 - Beza was come, he went to him into the Queene mo- 


thers chamber , where after certaine ralke he was forced 
ro ſay to the ſayd Beza, that he \was glad he had heard 
him ſpeake, alſothat be hoped'they thould wel enough 
agree together, But this was but diflimularion, as the La- 
die of Curſo]arhis departure ſhewed him, ſaying, that 


for that night he was become an honeſt man, bur m the 


. 


nj 34. Bay woulde be turned : as more playnely appea- 


. red in that his ſuppoſtes did publiſh abroade , char rhe 
Cardinal had ſtopped Beza his mouth , and brought 


him ro his opinion. But when the contrarie was ſeene 
in the oration of the ſayde Beza, the Cardinal was fo 
abaſhed,thar beeing among the Dofours and Prelares, 


- he couldenor but ſay, I woulde ro God that that man, 


(meaning Beza ) had cither bene dombe, or our ſclues 
deafe : Thereunto percejuing thatthey muſt anſwere, ir 
was thought expediCrt that a Sorboniſt named Deſpece,an 
aſſured ſeruant of the houſe of Guiſe, together with cer- 


 raine others ſhould penthe oration which the ſaid Cardi- 


nal did afterward pronounce, wherein nothing anſwering 
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ro the Miniſters propoſitions, they determined to ſtand 
vpon two only pointes, namely of the Church , and of 
| certaine queſtions thereupon dependinge : allo of the 
Lordes Supper : wherein he did nothing, but playſter vp 
certaine ſophiſtical ſy]logiſmes, and therefore1rhoughe it 
| ſuperfluous here to inſerte the ſame oration , which more 
| fitly may be ſeenc in the hiſtory of our time. After the end 
of this oration, followed certaine ample diſcourſes of Deſ- 
pence, Sain&es , and other Ieſuites and Monckes whom 
the Miniſters ſufficiently anſwered . Now was the Cardi- | 
nal gladde to ſet eche party in a heat with other, ro the | 
ende thatthe audience being vexed, all might be reter- 
| red to ſome conference cither priuatly or in writing, 
whileſt in the meane time the Pope mightſend ſome new 
precept wherewith to ſtoppe the Prelates mouthes, who 
waited for nothing els: hauing for certaine moneths thus 
debated, when the Queene perceived tharthe Miniſters 
and Prelates could notin any one pointe agree, nonor ſo 
much as inthe arricle of worſhiping of Images, allo thar 
the Prelacs & DoQours did nor very wel agree inthe ſame 
PRA brake vp the ſaid diſputation , whereot the Sor- 
oniſtes were ſo gladde,that they could nor refraine from 
ſhewing a thouſand tokens of friendſhip vnto Theodore 
| Bezatheir principall enemic , out of whoſe handes they 
| eſcaped better then they hoped for: Butthe Cardinal had 
{ procured the Pope to write vnto the Prelates , thatvnder 
payne of Excommunication , they ſhould referre the de- 
termination of ſuch controuerſies vnto the council of 
Trente , which came in good time for thoſe our maſters 
who were then ſore buſied.. As for the confeſſion of Aul- 
bourg which was the trappe , whereinto the Cardinal ho- 
pedto haue brought the Miniſters, they ſo wiſely behaued 
them ſclues, that he ſtumbled thereinto fo that all the 
ſhame returned vpon him ſelfe. 
During theſe diſputations , the renowmed edidt of Ia- xy, »- 114) 
nuary was publiſhed by the aduiſe & conſent of the chiefeſt of Low | 
| 
| 


- 


& molt notable perſons in the Realme,& was the moſt c6 
ucenent 
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uenient way ro appeaſe the|tumultes,and ro:reduce the 
eſtare-ynto his priſtinate bequtic and renowme: Bur the 
Gu:fhans could not tolerate the ſame , becaulc- rhar if all 
things had quictly ſucceeded in France, they ſhould hane 


; bene called to their accomptes, whereof none was rca- 
dye, except in leauying of ſouidiers and foreine power, as 


well as of the Realme, where they trauaylcd-as tol- 
loweth. | 


I: f the Tris. We hauc here before ſeent how vnder prerence of Re- 


37 zrare,and gion, there was a barre layd berwene the Conſtable and 


# 2e capitu- hisnephues of Chaſtillon,wherebythe Guiſians mightthe 


7s 140n of the more fortitic them (clues, and the ſooner ouerthrowe the 
1H}! one, 


ſaid lordes of Chaſtillon, whom they hared and mighuly 
feared, The Conſtable thereby beganne by litle and ltle 
to be offended with his ſaid nephues , bur eſpecially after 
he was certified thatthey togither with the Queene mo- 


' ther, had bene the chiefe motioners of the eſtates to, call 


for accompres: for in them ſhould him ſelfe be examined, 
notwithſtanding he were not by twenty partes ſo deepe as 
the ſaid Guifians . Hauing thus wonne the principal officer 
of the crown, they affociared torhem the Marſhal of S, An- 
drewes, who was as all men doe know, one of the moſt ac- 
comptable. Then rooke they counſayl among them ſeJues, 
wherein the Cardinal alwayes vſed this policie , namely to 
propound Religion the better\ro cloke his intents, & made 
this reſolution. Firſt that the ſuperintendence of al affaires 
ſhould be committed vnto the Catholike King,who ſhould 
inthe beginning accuſe the king of Nauarre as a fauorer of 
anew Religion : & ſhould {ojlicite him through fayre pro- 
miſes to forſake all, and to take rhe Catholickes parte; In 
caſe the King of Nauarre renaine obſtinare, then ſhould 
the Spaniard, in continewing his gloſing promiſes ſome- 
times accompanicd with rhreares, in winter time rayſ{e 
ſouldiers, and then on aſuddein ſer ypon him . Alſo if 
there they ſhould tinde any reſiſtance, then ſhould the 


Duke of Guiſe declare him\ſelte capraine of the Carho- 
- licke Confeſſion, and fo goe and aflayle the ſaid King 
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of Nauarre on another fide, who by that meanes ſhould 
ſoone be ouerthrowne. The Emperour and Catholicke 
Germaine Princes, ſhould be requeſted ro hinder the 
Nauarrians of all ſuccour. The Catholickes ſhould re- 
reine the Proteſtant Switzers : The Duke of Sauoye 
ſhould afſayle and yiterly roote our the Geneuians tothe 
terrour of all others. . 

Thus much rouching the firſt poin of their league. 
Now as for France , they determined not to pardon any 
one who had bene knowen once to haue bene a prote- - 
ſtante. The commiſsion for the murder was allotted to 
the Duke of Guiſe , who alſo had the charge of rooting 
out the whole race of the Bourbons, for feare leſt in time 
ro come any one of their progenic ſhould hauc reuenged 
the ſame murders,and reſtored the Goſpel. 

Then ſhould rhey haue rayſed warre againſt the Pro- 
reſtant Princes, and haue lent the Emperour and the 
Catholicke Princes all the money arifing of the con- 
fiſcations of ſo many Proreſtanres as ſhould be| murde- 
red in France : and the Cardinals, Biſhops , and other 
holy fathers ſhould be cotrized to furniſh the expenſes 
of this holy warre. | 

Theſe goodly articles did the Cardinall deuiſe . And 
the Conſtable minding nothing but his religion , was 
then.ſo dafeled, that he could not perceiue that not- 
withſtanding his family were nornamed , yet the hou- 
ſes of Chaſtillon and Bourbon being ouerthrowne , his 
race could not continue . As for the Marſhall of ſaint An- 
drewes, he was gladde to ſee the accoumpres in this 
wile rendered, for that in ſteade of reſtoring the moſt, 
becauſe he had moſt recemucd., he now hoped vpon a 
newe receipt, and of neuer being coumprable| for any 
thing : and befides that the Guifians tended to the ſame 
ende,, they did morcouer perſwade them ſclues at thar 
blow tobe bathed 1n all their enemies blood, 

For the bringing therefore of theſe things to effect, the 

a9 od 1 Guilians 
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 Guiſians departed fremthe Court abour the end of 'No- 
uember,inanifcſting their diſcontentarion , which ſone af- 
ter did more augment by reaſon of certaine proceedings | 
houlden againſt the Duke of Nemours, whom they had | 
procured to ſteale away,& coury the lorde of Orleans into 
| Loxrraine,where hauing him at their deuction, they purpo= 
ſcd ro make him capraine ofcheir enterpriſe. For atallaſ- |, 
fayes,they ſought to haue ſundry ſtrings vp one bow, be- 
cauſe they yet knewe not which way the Queene mother 
would take. Howbeit thinking tharin caſe the King of Na- 
uatrewou'd rake their parte, the durſt not ioyne with the 
Prince of Codefor feare of being diſplaced, they ſought ro 
bring their ficſt purpoſe ro paſſe, by the ayde of Deſtars & 
others, through bringing him into a vaine hope of being 
reſtored to his dominions. Wherunto rhe Pope(as ſaid his 
Legate,who was one of the chief ſolliciters of the matter) 
Noun alliſte him, prouided alwayes that the faid King of 


Nauarre would defend the Romith Churche : the effe&t - 
whereof did fone appeare, when the faid King draue away 
the Miniſters, andreuolted from the Rehgion: byreaſon 
whereof there fell our many doubres about the publica- 
tion and verifying ofthe ſaid Edi of lanuarye. 

- Notlong before,the Guifiis had written to the Duke of 


ſhewed ſome hope of a defire to be inſtrufted. Ypon this 
cauſe_they came to Sauerne not farre from Strasbourg, 
where they had ſuch confereEce with the faid Prince abour 
the fiftenth ofFebruary 1 561,that al of hem having prote- 
ſed to follow the'dorine of the ſard cofeflie of Auſbourg, 
& the Cardinal hauing for the ſame purpoſe coferred vid 
; Brentius the Duke of WirtEberges principal Mmiſter, the 
Duke of Guile did finally entreat this Prince thar in fa- 
uour of their Religion, he would ſo labour the reſt of rhe 
Proteftirt Princes,thatin as much as in auncientrime the 
_ of Lorraine ſti] appertained vnto the Empire, now in 
thelame reſpet he & his breth;en might be aduowed for 

Princes |} 
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Princes of the ſame, bearing voice inthe Imperiall diets; 
wherby rhey might withdraw and exempt the:m ſelues our 
of che king of Fcices turiſdiftio, hinder ſuch ſuccour as the 
Proteſtant Princes might ſende rothem of the Religion, 
and with the ſame to ſtrengthen them ſcelues,and finally in 
ſteade of recompence,afterward deitroy the ſame Prote- 
ſtant Pruices. As this Prince was at the point according 
to their requeſt to procurethem to be receyued, newes 
came into Germanic of the murder of Vaſlye, which the 
Duke of Guiſe had executed in his returne into France 
from the aforeſayde rowne- of Sauerne. The Proteſtant 
Princes greatly wondered herear, and that not without 
cauſc,ſecing it was in maner {carce three dayes betweene 
the time that the Cardinal gaue with the one hand filuer 
and gilt cuppes to Brentiv.s & other Germaine miniſters; 
and that nowe with the ocher he ſacked the Proreſtanres. 
But they had before der.ermined to come flrong]y and ar- 
med into the citie of Paris, and thence to the Court,tothe 
ende ro be ſure both. of the rowne, and of the King and 
Queene mothers perſons, and fo the more eaſely ro com- 

aſe rheir conſpiracies. And to tie ende ro finde ſome 
KS couer for the Duke of Guiles returne into France, 
he cauſedthe King of Nauarre to call him home; howbeat 
he coujd nottemper his rage vatil he came to the Court, 
bur did diſcharge the ſame ypon the inhabitants} of. Vaſ+ 
ſye, as is afore fe, beeing garded with men of armes, 
according to a determinatio concluded vpon 2Þ}Cze three 
monethes before,namely that euery 7 ſhould entiſe as 
many Gentlemen and men of 2r7nes as was poſſible; war= 


_ ningthem to meere in their furniture nere vnto Paris, a- 


bour the beginning of March, whereof the Queene' mo- 
ther and the King of Navarre had bene ſufficiently aduer- 
tiſed, and yertin ſtede of prouiding thereagainft, they de- 
ferred rheir matters from day to day, fo that eche played 
his parte after a ſtrange maner,andal in onetragedie.The 
Dukeof Guiſe met at the time appoynred at Nantueil, 


where other his fautors did ſoone meere with him, whoſe 
L purpoſe 
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purple a man may caſely coniecure,in that moſt of them 
commung thither there receyued their Eaſter righrs,& put 
them ſelues in ſuch eſtarezas like men do vſe rodoe when | 
they thinke them ſelues nere vnto any daungerous enter- | 
priſe. In the meane time, the Queene mother was coun- 
ſailed thar for the elchewing: of theſe troubles, it were 
meete to keepe the Duke of Guiſe (being armed contrary 
to the Kings ordinances) fro paſling through Paris, where 
the Prouolt of Marchants/and other of the principall did 
wayte for him : whereupon ſhe diuers times {ent for him to 
come to her ynto her houſe 'at Monceatix, where he ſhold 
be welcome, expreflely forbidding him all entrie into Pa- 
ris in ſuch array,for the auoyding of ſuch inconueniences | 
as ſhe foreſawe likely ro enſue: conſidering alſo the execu- 
rion and ſlaughter Jately by him commirted at Vaſly, for 
the which all men carneſtly cryed vpon the King and her | 
for iuſtice,and in reſpe& ofthe ſame, al the realme was re- 
leniſhed with complaintes and lamentations. Hereunro 
the Duke of Guiſe aunſwered, that he could-nor come to 
| heryfor that he had enoughito doe to feaſt and towelcome 
fuch his friends as were cometo vifite him.Then after that 
' the Queene had the ſecond time written ro him to come, 
he made no anſwere, but hating receiued his friends, did- 
- accordingrothe reſolution aforeraken touching their en- 
ng, rake his journey onthe one fide, & accompanied | 
with his adherentes, came into Paris by S.Dionice gate, / 
making 115 2ntric in open armour, in which order he had 
ſtill marched euen Tom the murder at Vaſſy. The Provoſt 
of Marchants and three cf the Counſeylours of the citie 
aſſiſted him in this entrie, with great companies of peo- 
ple,and exclamartions of men thereunto byred, euen as if 
the Kings owne perſon had bene there,crying alowd; Le 
Lord of Guiſe,whereat neyrher he, neyther any of his com- 
T ;,,:, panyſhewed any token of diſcontenration.” | 
J fihe The Guiſians hauing ſtrook this firſt ſtroke againſt the 
i ie Kinges aurhoritic, and the cſtare of the Realme, procee- 
4 79% ded on, and in Paris beganne'to holde priuate. councils; 
|| SEEN Hereupon } 
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| Hereupon the Queene mother lying at Monceaux, and 
- | having dayly aducrtiſementes,that the Guiſians intended 
ro ſcale ypon the Kinges perſon and her, determined ha- 


n Bb 

| ſtily ro departe and retireinto ſome place of aſſurance. 
\_ | Shee.camethereforeto Melune, minding to get ro Orle= 
e | 2s, there to waytc in broader daylight, ro ſee howe mat- 
ters, wente, Which nowe began to come to great| confult- 
4 i. on ; Bucthe Guiſtans ſent the Proucſt of Marchantes to 
g | <iye after her,that vnlcfle ſhe returned, Paris and all was 


loſt,becauſe the Prince of Code was in armes,& the Pari- 
1 fans naked: and he ſo labourcd, that the rebels had their 
weapons deliuvercd them, whereby to fortifie the Duke of 

s | Guie:and his faftion agaynſt their enemies, and ſo to 
Ig hauc the redicr opportunitic to ſeaſe vpon the Kings per- 
ſon,. Allothe more to haſten heir woorke, they gor the 
King of: Nauarre vnro Paris, for this Prouoſt of Mar- 
chaycs incctiantly cryed- our at the Court, that the King 
of Nauarres preſence was moſ neceſlary in Paris, to re- 
preſſe the troubles, but throughthcGuiſtans driftes al was 
contraric., For {0 ſoone as he was come, they helde coun» 
cils more-nzrrowly then before, wherein among, other 
| things they determined, thorowly toafſurcthem ſelues of 
Paris,andchence to driue away the prince of C6de,as the 
only hindeter of their enterpriſe, rouching the ſeabngvp6 
the Kingand Quene mother, and their bringing:to Paris; 
tothe end there hauing the at comandemet, ro proſecute 
' ynder their name andauthoritie, their whole detcrmina- 
tions, Finally, they did ſo much that they got the place,& 
toke the King & Quecne mother,& broughtthem-rothe 
Louure:This:done,notwithſtiding whatſocuer the chice- 
lers & others declaratiss,it was fully concluded to arreare 
open watre. 
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agaiolt the prince of Code and his adherents. 
During thelſe-marters,the Prince of Conde ſent to the 
King his protcſtation and declaration,conteining the cau- 
ſes that had moued him to take weaps, namely tothe end 
to reſtore the King and his mother ro their ful liberries,& 
19.mantcine the Ediftcs,but eſpecially the laſt which ws; 
2"! che 
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ched Religion: offring ro go home to his owne houſe, in 
caſe the Duke of Guile would do the like. Now the Cardi- 

- nal of Lorraine, his brethren and their adherents, conſi- 

lering that nowe there were two eſpeciall pointes which 
they mult needes craftily cloke, namely the Kings capti- 
uitie, and the breaking of the Edit of lanuarie, did dili- 
gently procure the diſpatch of a declaration bearing dare 
the cight of April,wherein chey cauſe the King to cofefle / 
that the report of his captiuitie is a falſe and {launderous 
| lye,whichthe Prince of Cande and his partakers haue in- 
uented to excuſe his owne dealings, and rthathe and the 
Queene were inas free hibertic as eucr before, alſo that 
| oftheir ownaccorde they came to Paris, there to proujde 

- agaynſttheſe troubles. Theſe letters were ſoone allowed l 
+ 4n the Parliament of Paris, where were many of the Guiſi- | 

ans creatures. The playnljer alſo to ſcorne the King and al 

the realme,they inuenred in their opinions an other craf< 
ty deuiſe, for within eight or ten dayes after theſe letters, 
they procured others, wherein it was declared that the 

Prince of Conde vnder afalſe and fayned pretcnce of Re- 

ligion, was perſonally ſcaſed vpon' by certaine feditious 

perſons, who had himnowintheir poſſeflion, '  * | * 

| Alfotothe endeto haucone full blowe at the Edi& of 

Ianuarie, they in the ſame \monerh diſpatched other Jet- 

ters, wherin in the Kinges name they gaue ourthathe had 

bene aduertiſed, how that diuers numbers of people were 

xetired to Orlcans and other places , vnder colour of 'a 

certayn pretended feare of being ſearched intheir conſci- 

ences;and reſtrained fromthe bencfire of the Edi of Ia- | 
nuaric: He therefore declareth that he intenderh not'to 
reuoke this Edi except within Paris, the ſuburbs & bayli- 
wicke of the ſame,where he will permit noother exerciſe 
then of the Romiſh religion. Theſe letrers being repug. 
nantrto the Edi of Ianuarie, were preſently recciued and 
Vi: allowed inthe Parliament. | [2 291 
be firf# This done, the Guiſians hauing firſt vſed the Coſtables 
£417 owbler, ayderofirikeaſtrokein Paris,& the the king of Nauarres 
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helpe to driue away the Proteſtanres, did nowe ſende out 
the Marſhal of S. Andrewes on the one 6de,who executed 
cruelrics ſufficient, and themfſelues on the other fide: ga- 
thered power cuery where,tooke the fieldes atid vicedrer- 
rible decedes of hoſtilitie agaynſt rhe Proteſtantes, We 
will therefore in this place onely briefly runne ouer mar- 
ters,for itis enough to touche them one]y by rhe way, re- 
ferring the ample diſcourſe vnto the hiſtorie of our time, 
Firſt therefore they vſed the helpe of the Quene mother, 
of the King of Nauarre, of the Parliamenr of Paris, and of 
their owne ſecret ſeruants in the quayling of the Prince 
of Condies conſtancie,and ſeparating him from the Lords 
of Chaſtillon,whom they minded firſt ro overthrowe. But 


buſhments, and had both in the Realme and abroad forri- 
fied him ſclfe agaynſt the ſame) rhey now proceeded ynro 
violence, murdering the proteſtants in ders rownes of 
the Realme,and with incredible violece aſſaulting certayn i 
places, whither the ſfayd Proteſtantes had for cheir owne tne 
ſafcries withdrawen them felues. And aithough the King | fn |; 
of Nauarre were in name Lieutenant generall, and tha 
the Conſtable remayned in his eſtare, yet did all thinges { 
paſſe through the Guiftans handes, who in ſmal time ray- Y 
{ed allthe realmeintoarmes. * | 
Then the Conſtable, the Marſhal of S.Andrewes,&the 
Duke of Guiſe preſented arequeſt ro the King & Queene'ujrares r 
mother, therin requiring the vtter aboliſhing of religion,” queſte» 
the exerciſe wherof had fower moneths before bin gratin- 
red, Thar all officers of France, the houſholde ſeruantrs of 
theKing,his brethren & bſter,all officers of iuſtice, warre, 
accomprs, excheker, treaſurie, and others ana 6 Pay 
having charge,adminiſtration or comiſiion from the xing, 
ſhould profefle the ſame religion, and thereof make open 
declaration: and that al ſuch as refuſed, delayed, or with- 
ſtood the ſame, ſhould be deprived of their eſtates, char- 
ges, offices, wages, adminiſtrations and commiſiions. 


Tharall Ecclefiaſticall perſons ſhould doe rhe like, vnder 
| L.3. payne 
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[ | THE LEGEND OF THE 

Mk | payne of depriuation-oftheinbenefices. That all remples 
7 which had ben razed, ſhould nowe be newe built, and fariſ- 
15% faction made for all damages, and-the pullers downe of 
| them puniſhed. That all weapons taken without the King 
of Nauatres exprefle commaundement, ſhould be Jayde 
ofthe agayne, and thar all men perſiſting in the bearing 


of them againſt the will of the ſayde King of Navarre, the ' 
Lieutenant general] repreſenting the Kings perſon in all 
his Dominions, ſhould be declared rebelles and enemies 
to the King and his Realme, [That ir may appertayne ro 
King of Navarre onely, to keepeand aſſemble power 
inFrance, and the ſameto retcine ccitayne monethes for 
appealing of the troubles. This done, they promiſed cuc- 


k q OE 


ry m3nto gohometo their Hauſes, yea (layde they) even J 
tothe end of the world into perpetual] exile, if nede lo re- 
quired. This did they the fourth day of May 1 5 62. The 
ſame day they procured the King to commaund them not 
' ro/depart from the Court, &rhercfore preſented an other 
rh lt to; rhe Queene marher, therein offering ro goe 
me to rlicir houles,to the ende (ſayde they)to obey the 
King 6f Nauarre. Vntzothele+requeſtes did the Prince of 
Conde ſifficiently aunſwera; who Jargely diſcouered the 
fleights of the Guifians ,and:gid dayly fortific him (clfe, as 
wellby his aurhoritic in this point, as alſo by ccrtayneJer- 
ets which the Queen mdrher wroce ynto him, comitting | 
_y 1sſategarde the mothexpaed the children, and openly |, 
enough condemningthe ee of rhe Guiſtans,, | 
- Iris hard ro ſay, whether zhepolicies or violences of the 
Gui6ans did moſt harme ; and as for the cruelties which 
their ſouldiers exerciſed in ſundzy partes of France, cfpe- 
cially.che men of warrc, rogiher with ſome murderers in 
diyers townes,the poſterie wi wonder more in reading 
the hiſtotie ofthe yere 1 562.then we who were the behol- 
ders of ſuch horrible tragedies,as the Cardinal-& his bre=- 
thren played tothe confuſion of King Charles & his king- 
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1 dome, For in their behauiours-they-vied ſome ſleightes 
Vis ueedetull ro be marked. The Prince of Condics troupes 
were | 
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CARDINAL OF LOR. 
were wel armed and reſolued to fight, being compounded 
of the moſt valiaunt French Lordes, Captaines and ſoul- 
dicrs. The Guifians therefore doubting the trial, hoped by 
their iourneysto and fro todilperſe his armie, wherin the 
Queene mother and the King of Nauarre were emploied, 
In the meane time,they daily ſurpriſed ſome places which 
che Proteſtants helde, gathered yp money, & called ſtran- 
gers out of all countreyes to the {poyle, and ſeeing them- 
ſelues atrhe pointco be beaten, about the ende of June 
through the ayde of the King of Nauarre they! obreyned 


reuce, and within two dayes after, the Duke of Guile de- - 


parted from the campe at Baugencie with diuers others, 
whereupon they immediatly fent the Prince of Conde 
worde,that according to his requeſt the Duke of Guiſe & 
his partakers were returned to their owne houſes, Nowe 
was the Queene mother inſtruted what communication 
ſhe ſhould vie roward the Prince of Conde and the reſt of 
the proteſtirs : as did manifeſtly appeare in aletter which 
rhe Duke of Guiſe wrote to his brother the Cardinall of 
Lorraine,datcd the 25.day of June, which being ſurpriſed, 
rothe ende the playnlier to ſer forth theſe good peoples 
wittes, haue here inſerted as foloweth . I doc ſende vnto 
you (writeth he)chis bringer with all ſpeede,to let you vn- 
derſtande,thar yeſterday al things were agreed,and I may 
ſay vnto you, that ſome are farre wide of their accomptes. 
Our mother (the Queene) and his brother (the King of 
Nauarre)ſweare no other bur by the faith that they owe 


vs,alſo that they will cake no counſaile bur of thoſe whom 


you wot, To conclude,the reformed Religion,in well go- 
nerning our ſeſues,and ſtanding ſlifly ynto the ende,as we 
wil do,wil come to nought, and the Admirals partic be as 
cuil handled as it poſſtble. Al our power remaineth whole, 
&rheirs is broken, and their trownes yelded, without any 
ſpeach of either ediftes or preachings, or adminiſtration 
of Sacraments after their maner. The next day afrer the 
Duke of Guiſes and his partakers departure, the Prince of 
Code went to ſubmit him ſelf in } hands of his brotherche 

Liz. King of 
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/ | THE LEGEND OF THE 

King of Nauarre and of the Quecne mother at Baugency, 
paſting through the midſt of the Guifians armie to j great 
daiiger of his own perſon:The Quene mother being come 
to Tally a village hard by,didehere ſufhciently giue to vn- 
derſtand tothe Prince of Cande,the Admirall and other 
Guia whom ſhe had ſent for thither, that her ſelfwas the 


Guilians aſſured inſtrumE,wherby tro mainteyn & ſupport 


troubles and partialitics in the realme. For ſhe rold them 
fatly, chat they muſt nor Joke to haue the edi of lanuarie 


 obſerued,neither that in France ſhould be any other reli- 


gion yſcd then the. Romiſh, alſo that theCatholiks were fo 
{t:ong & therwith lo chated, eſpecially ar Paris, that with- 
out further tumults the ſaid edt could not be kept: wher- 
fore they ought to be content in being tolerated to hue 
quietly in their owne houſes,without any ſlaunder or be- 
mngſearce in their conſcientes, prouided alwayes thar 
they practiſed no preachingy, adminiſtratio of the Sacra- 
ments,or other exerciſes oftheir religion. The Guiſians 
alſo remEbring how diuers tines before, the ſaid prince of 
Code & his adherents had declared (which liguage they 
now alſo vſed ynto the Queene)that rather then for their 

artes to agree to the forcing of their colctences,or to to- 
bh te any thing contrary ro Gods honour, or his worde, 
they would departtherealme, & incurre perpetual cxile, 
did now expreſlely aduertiſe'the Quene that at this parly 
ſhe/ſhould reduce th£ againeitq the ſame comunication, 8 
then take thE ar their word, which ſhe both promiſed and 
diligently brought to paſſe. | For hauing declared ro the 


Prince & his partakers, that their proreſtations touching 


the maintenance of the edits & religion were not recey-' 


ueable, ſhe did very liberally/yelde tothe other point, na- 


mely thar their beſt was ro withdrawe them ſelues out of 
France, ptomiſing to procure ynto thE as well generally as 
particularly,al ſuch letters offafurance as the ſcJues would 
deuiſe: then accopting her ſelf pflured of their departure, 
ſhe began to diſcourſe with the! vp5 the time whe the king 


ſhould come out of his nonage;ſhewingthemy there were 
| | lomc 
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CARDINAL OF LOR, 


ſome who threarned to corinue it vntothe twenticth yere 
of his age,notwirhſtiding ſhe were derermined at the four 
renth yere to proclayme his matoritie : alleadging that ſhe 
aſſured her ſelfe that in caſe any man ſought therein to 
contrary her, the ſaid Prince &rhe reſt would nor faile, bur 
come to her ayde and afhſtance.Yertwas ſhe not content ſo 
accurſedly ro mainteine both the Guiftans & her owne am- 
bition, butrhat ſhe muſt needes the ſame night after ſhe 
came from Talſye , diſpatch Ramboillet,tothe ende in the 
morning to be atrhe Gid Princes vpriling,to haſte the de- 
prone of him & his, & ro bring her worde of the aſſured 

oure & time of their ſaid departure out of the Realm, wri- 
tingynto the ſaid prince,that ſhe would ſend him ten thou - 
ſand crownes to what part ſocuer he wer, therin manifeſtly 
declaring herſelf che inſtrumer of the ſaid Guiſians wher- 
with to baniſh him:fo that hereby cuery man may perceiue 
what way poore France was like to goe through ſuch ac- 
curſed gouernement. | 

The Prince hereupon returned with ſuch lords as acom- 
panicd him into his owne cipe, hauing fiſt reueiled ro the 
Queene mother certain of the Guiſians praQtiſes, whereby 
they endeuored to haue apprehended him in his returne 
from the ſaid parlye,which he had diſcouered . But all this 
notwithſtanding,they were ſo wide from quayling his con- 
ſtancie,that contrariwiſe being fully reſolued to mainteine 
the liberty and lawes of his countric, and to doe his duety 
vnto God & the Church againſt the enemies , he rwiſe of- 


fered them bartayle. But the Duke of Guiſe and his friends. 


( who ſo greatly before truſted in their power , knowledge 
and experience,as to preſume to ſay,cuen before the Kings 
face,that with three hiidred men of armes they wouldinor 
fayle,burſo beate the Huguenors, that for their fatery they 
ſhould haue cnough to doe,quickly to getinto the corners 
of the Realme) then with all che power thar they could ger 
in ſeuen or eight dayes , togither with ſuch forces as they 
gathered ynder the Kings name and auCtoritie , could not 


now otherwiſe ſhifte , but by ſtealing away and in the nighr 


Lu}. departing 
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THE LEGEND OF' THE 
departing vnto Bloys, acowne of no ſtrength, where they 
found the poore inhabirants yrterly diſarmed , of whom 
ſomethey murdered, & ſome they drowned, violating wo- 
men and maydens, and committing wonderfull hauocke: 


- 
o 


2nd rhence, hauing that paſſage open, they went and ſac- 
ked ſundry other rownes,and bebeoed a great parte ofthe 
Realme. The Cardinal alſo togither with the Popes Legar 
followed the army to the armyec, whereby to preuent all 
mcanes of agreement, &to maintcine the troubles, wher- 
of we needeno more aſſured proofe then of a cerreine 
remCEprance which at the ſame time was met withall, which 
the ſaid Cardinal ſent to his brother the Duke of Guiſe 
aad his companions, to the campe at Bloys by Scure the 
controuler of his ſaid brothers houſhoold, This remem- 
brance among other did contcine theſe wordes. As for 
breaking of or hindering whatſoeuer is newly propounded 
touching agreement, it 15 that that is the hardeſt,and con- 
reineth moſt labour: and neuer belceuc thatany man ta- 
keth any heede thereto, or hearken vutothem,cither thar 
they ſhal cojuc to any poin&, volefle they ſubmit them ſel- 
ues to ſuch offcrs,as che Queene ſaith ſhe hath made vnto 
them, Afterward he addeth ſaying,As for corinuing abour 
the Queene,that is done : & all dzligence is employed ac- 
cordibg to the inſtruions, without omitting any houre or 
occalions,and ſo ſhal be continued. Concerning the Pope, 
thoſe be ſo long delayes that we can cometo no ende,nej., 
ther is there any defaulte of calling vypon, yea cuen of 
angring outright , Touching the ſuccours of Flanders,we 
perceſtenotbing redy withoutlong attent,&ycſterday the 
Embaſſadour was ſpoken vnto,whoyſaith.he,hath done his 
endeuour in writung to the Lady 6f Parma, For Meaux,we 
hauc not power ſufficientto doe any thing, and therefore 
we ſceke to get them to yelde.In any wiſe forget not Mans 
and Bourges, & {cc thar after your departure from where 
yeare, you be not new to beginne . The declaration of 


rebellion was yeſterdaye redin the council , and well li- 


kcd of |all men . The Kings mep penned it, 2nd it He 
one 


: #. 
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CARDINAL OF LOR. 

this day haue bene publiſhed: Burthey ſay they haue-pro- 
miſed to doe nothing withour you, and therefore doe 
| fenditto you toaddeor diminiſh. Time waſteth, ſend ir 
 thercforebacke againe ſpecdily, *t 
This declaration of rebellion had the Cardinal praQti- The "| | 
ſed, thereby to breake the Prince of Condes power, and ,,,y , MF 
ſo with more eaſe ro attaine ro his purpoſes . The arreſt ,,,, i 41 
thereof was publiſhed in the Parliamenc of Paris , the 27 ,, ef | 
day of Iuly 1562, Bur the Prince and his partakers did Ke JM 
hiſt refuſe the Guifians flaues , who prepared them ſel ,,,_ 44h | 
ues to make this declaration, and then vtiereth the vn- ,,.,; 4} > 
iuſtice of the ſame , whereby the Cardinal gorte .not ,,;. hb 0! 
much that way, ſauing that he dereRed his owne prafti- ſes p7 Þ 
T fes and rebellions, as the ſaid Prince and his confede-" * $i} 
rates publiſhed in their declaration to the Queene, «þ 
wherein were theſe notable wordes among other .- Con- 
ſidering with a ſingle eye the parties in this'cauſe, ye 
ſhall finde rhar the faid lorde Prince and his confede- 
rates, haue bene wrongfully declared rebelles| by thoſe 
who are ſo in deede, The procurers of all the troubles 
happened in this Realme, fince the death of the Jare 
King Henry, are the declarers of the ſaid Prince and his 
faurours to be ſeditious:, They who doe opprefle the 
Kings maicſtic , aboliſh his decrees , and abuſe this name 
| and auctority, to the ende with his ouerthrowe to eſta- 
' bliſhtheirowne mightineſle , are the ſame who haue 'de- 
clared ys guilty of treaſon . Thoſe thoſe are guilty of trea- 
ſon againſt Ged, whoſe wotkes haue alweys ſhewed that 
ambition is their God, couerouſaes rheir religion , and 
worldly pleaſures their paradiſe and laſt felieitie: who 
haue ſworne warre againſt the Sorine of God, his worde, 
and the defenders of the ſame : who ſhew the deedes of 
Anabapriſtes ,, in rebaptifing children baptiſed accor- 
ding tothe ordinaunce of IEsvs CHmrS$ T: whoſe 
houſes are repleniſhed with' rhefte , and their handes 
' bloody in all cruelrye . Thoſe men alſo are guiity of bu- 


maine treaſon , who hauc violared the Kinges edidtes, 
| L. iti. armed 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 
armed them ſclues contrary to his commaundement , and 
ſcaſcd vpon his royall perfon;who arc inwarde friendes, 
andtÞ the ſame ende doe viethe helpe of thoſe, who in 
ſecking to ſteale away the ſecond perſon of the Realme, 
endelored ro oppreſle the King, & to bring his eſtate into 
ruinc & confulion.. And feing we muſt needes proceed, I 


| ſaytharthoſe men are guilty of treaſon, who lately made a 


conſpiracy in Prouence throughthe ayde of Lauris a pre- 
Gdem in the Parhament of Aix, rogither with Fabritius 
Cerbelone the Popes gouernour of Auignon,tEdingrtothe 
rang of fiftenth thouſand men, who as they ſware , mar- 
chedatthe commidement ofthe Duke of Guiſe, of whom 
the ſaid Fabrirtius furniſhed a thouſand footemen, and rwo 
hundred horſe: which conſpiracy being dercted ,and mn 
the courr of Parliament of Prouence, verified : Entrages 
and Laydert the two chiefe captaines of this fation were 
beheaded by {cntence of the ſaid courte.[f this be nor ſuf- 
6cient,l wil ſay yet more., namely that the Guiſians made 
the like match in Dauphine by meanes of captaine Man- 
ti!:hoping ro arme the ſaid rwo prouinces, & then to cauſe 
themtogither to march where they thought beſt . So thar 
theſe: conſpiracies made for the abokſhing of the prea- 


l 
| 


to marche at the Duke of Guifes commandement , doe 
ut that he and his confederares are rebels, ſcditious 
perſons, and guilty of treaſon againſt both God & man:A]- 
fo that contrariwiſe , thoſe are the Kings true and faithfull 
ſeruantes,who both hauc and ſtill doe valiantly withſtand 
their rebellions ſedirions, and attemps againſt the Kings 
mai-fty, and the eſtate of this Realme , Alſo hereof aboue 
allchar is yet ſpoken, the ouerthrowe of che policy , and 
ſ\ubuerſion of the tuſtice of this Realme, togither with 
the peruerting of the court of.Parliamenr-of Paris , may 
be aſufficient reſtimonye : The: ayde of which court they 
haue vſed in this falſe and pernicious mdgement of re- 
bellion, becauſe they could not light ypon any other copa- 
ny ſo corruptcd & deprancd,cither fo much bound to _— 

| WHICS 
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willes and appetites as is the ſame : for ſo many as now be 
members thereof, either do keepe their rowmes through 
- the (ſaid Guifians and their adherents faucur,or els do liue 
in hope hereafter through their helpe ro clime higher: 
yea moſt of them are by name comprehended inthe ſaid 
conſpiracic and league,which the ſaid Guiſians and their 
adherents haue made. FT: k 
Thus you ſee what was then publiſhed againſt the Gui- The Cara® 
fians: But vnto this policic of cauſing the Prince of Con- nals polici? 13 
dies adherents to be proclaimed rebels, the Cardinal yet for che ma 
added other ſleights.Firſt he got the King and the Queen zaining v5 
mother to be brought into his brothers campe by the King hjs 7yras® 7} 
of Nauarre,whom he ſent ro fetch them: & ſo cauſed both : + 
T the Child and mother to march as it were in triumph, the 'n 5H. 
berrer tocloke rhe end of this warre . Secondly he wonne Ji] 
ro their parte al ſtrangers, euE the Proreſtant Germains, 
 whome hee cauſed ro enter into the Realme, and in the 
meane ſeaſon ſcoffed atthe ſaid Proteftanrs religion : be- 
cauſe,ſaid rhey , that with money they brought them ro 
roote outthe goſpel in France, which them ſeJues had pli 
tedin Germany,which alſo they ſtil profeſſed. yea the ber 
ter ro ſcorne the ſaid Germaines, the Guifians gaue them 
ro ynderſtande, that of long time they had bene minded "' 
ro eſtabliſh the confeflion of Ausbourg in France, (which at: 
| the Cardinal] had openly dereſted in = afſembly of Poil- 1 fs 
} fy,notwichſtanding thar afterwarde at Saucrne he prote- 
ſted thathe did allow of the ſame) & already had ſo done, 
in caſethey bad not bene erred by the Prince of Condye 
& his adherents, whom they chargedto be rebels,to ſcke 
ro vſurpethe crowne, to be Anabaptiſtes, Atheiſtes, and 
men deuoyd of a] fairh and religion. 


Althis time in France there was no news 
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largely is,and (hal be Ciſcourſed vpon in certaine treatiſes the Corn ® i; 
rending tothe ſame end:bur rhe Cardinal endeucuring to 
aſlure his matters as wel as he might, determined to 
Izaue his brethren art worke in France, whiles him ſclfe 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 


went to pratiſe with the Pope , the Spanicrd and others 
aſſembled vnco the Councill of Trent, and all ynder co- 
lour of religion,which he did openly (coffe at : for ar Gyen 

d Bloys among other the arcicles whereunto he cauſed 


' the King & his council to ſubſcribe,to the end they might 


(faid he) paſſe in the Coiicil, though in effe& to bring the 
Pope and his adherentes to that whereat he ſhort , were 
theſe fiue, wherin his praftiſes may plainely be perceiued, 
Firſt that the Canon of the Male might be cur of, and the 
reſtcorre&ed according to the forme of al auncient lirur- 
gies, & brought into Frenche. Secondly, that the Pſalmes 
* artbe ſong in Churches after rhe maner of that Frech 
wranſlation which che doctors of Sorbone had correRed, 
who in deede are as rude Poets , although they loue their 
drinke wel,as cuill diuines. Thirdly, that indifferently al 
men mighr participate in the Lordes Supper vader both 
kinds, Fourthly,that al flat paintings tending to the ſtorie 
only,ſhould be permitted in Churches, & al Images taken 
away: or atthe leaſt wiſe the people ſhuld be exhorted nor 
ro worſhip any ofthe cither fimplic or by relation. Fifth- 
Iy,and finally, that all curates and priors ſhoulde either 
by them ſelues or by others interpretthe epiſtle and goſ- 
pel for the day vnto the people. Thus 4d this trouble- 
ſome member hand!e France; who was againſt al men and 
al men againſt him,yea euen in Romethe Cardinal Vitelly 
did ſharpely rebuke him,calling him a buſte fellowe! and 
moleſter of al things,who only by his driftes cur out more 
worke in a day, then the whole conſliſtory of Cardinals 
could ſowe in a yere. The better to frame his ginnes,he got 
forth with him nine biſhops, foure Abbots, and cerraine 
Sorboniſtes, and arriued at Trent in Nouember 156 2, 
wherevpon the twentye thirde daye ofthe ſame monerh 
he made an oration conteining ſome matters worth the 
noting. [4 
Firſt he confeſſ=d that Gods wrath over France proce- 
you of the corruption of maners in al eſtates, and the vt- 
ecr|deſpiling of all Churche diſcipline . Aboutthe mid» 
| deſt ſpea« 


CARDINAL OF L OR 
deſt ſpeaking of the King of Frances requeſt, this good 


orator laid, He requireth vs,ſo much as we may, to auoid 
al new quarels,to omit al new and vnfruiteful queſtions,ro 
our power to procure all Princes & countryes to abſteyne 
from warres,that we eſchue al defire of mouing debare,for 
doubr leaſt ſuch as haue ſtrayed from vs ſhould accomprt 
this council to be holden,rather rothe end tottirre vp prin 
ccs totake weapon , alſo ro make complors & alliances of 
warres,notwithitanding it were holy, then to prouide for 
the yniuerſal reconciliation of mindes. Afterward he ma- 
keth mention of the reformation of the church,and doth 


conclude with his own ſubmiſſion to the Romiſh Church. 


Now let the reader confider the purpoſe of this ſpeach. 
And from thattime forward he ſtil praQtiſed againſt the 
eſtate of the realme,from whence he dayly recciued let- 
tcrs,ncither was there any thing in France done without 


him,as hereafter we ſhal perceiue.Bur being nowin hand . 


with the council, we wil alſo rouch ſome leagues. Immedi- 
atly after he heard of the death of his brother the Duke of 
Guiſe, ypon whoſe auftority his whole hope was groun- 
ded,he fodenly thought neuer to returne into. France, 
but with his vſual inconſtancie turned his minde towarde 
the affaires of italic, gratifying ſo farre forth as he cond, 
the Pope and al forreyn princes, eſpecially the Catholike 
King of Spaine, 

Before the newes of this death, be had with the Spaniſh 
Biſhops ſtoode ſtifly in defence of reſidences vpon bene- 
fices againſt the Popes diſpenſations,alleaging them to 
procenry of the Lawe of God ; but then he ſone Tas wa 

is copic, mainteining with his adherents that they be- 
longed ro the poſitiue Lawe,and ſo through the pluralitie 
of yoyces barc it away,in ſo much that the Archbiſhop of 
Granado crycd our,that the Cardinal of Lorraine had be 
traycd them. Alſo when the County de Luna the Kinge of 
Spaines embaſſador {lacked bis coming to} Council, be- 
cauſe he diſdained to fit vnder y Frech embaſſador, 5 Car- 


gina! procured him to come, & to the end tocurry favour w 
rhe 
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THE LEGEND OF THE | 
the King of Spaine,cauſed his ambaſſadour to inioye the 


more honorable vey oe! cauſing the King of France 
oloſe rhe precminence which neuer before was called 


$134: nto queſtion, 
W398 The Siege of | Now ler vs marke whether his brethren, whom he had 
mT Bourges & left in France,were anie truer ſeruants to the crowne. The 
| [ Rowen. \ Duke of Guife keptrhe King and Queene mother in his 
{ hands,making them to trot yp and downe,alſo to be pre- 
1+: ſentin the taking of rownes, andſo hidinghim ſelfe vn- 
der their authoritie ſtroke his blowes, For the King of Na- 
o_ he did ſtrangely ſcorne and floure, Wel, in Auguſt 
ie beſicged Bourges,and in September they yelded, then . 
did he cauſe the King and Queene to enter,and vied mar-. 
ucilous threates and outragious wordes againſt them that 
wereyeelded. Al the Proteſtants in thoſe quarters did he 

worſe entreat then either Turkes or Iewes. The Duke of 

umale, and Marquiſe d'Ellebeufe lay in Normandie, the 

one before Roucn, and the! other before Caen, and yer 
notwithſtanding they wanted neither greace nor grow- 

Ing, yet could they not greatly profit that way. The Lord 

of Moruilliers was at Rouen, and in $ Katherines fort was 

ſo good a garniſon,that the: Duke of Aumale al ſommer 
time,did notght but loſe men and munitions. Yea,the par- 

ries beficged, the more to Jaugh at him,erc&ed certaine 
rlndpiets and bulworkes, againſt the which he 'waſtfully 

ſpent his pouder and pellets, as if he woulde haue ſcared 

« ſparrowes. To be briefe, cucrice man was a maſter in his 
campe, inſomuch as when a certaine boye was gotten our 

of Rouen to beholde,and eſpic the demeanours of him & 

his, ſecing cuerieroyſter intrude him ſelfe to counſel him 

and tro commande in his prefence,at his returne ſaid, thar 

there were verie manie captaines, but fewe ſouldiers : 
wherefore, ſaid he,you are in no dangerExcepr when the 

Lord of Aumale flecperh. In the meanetime the Duke of 

Guiſe called in al ſtrangers, as Italians, Spanierds and o- 

ther, the more to trouble a] things : But hearing that the 


| Queene of England prepared to aide the Proteſtants,and 
| knowing 


CARDINAL OF LOR. 


knowing her landing to be in Normandie, he led thither 
his armie, drawing with him the King and Queene mo- 
ther rogether with the King of Nauarre,who at the fiege 
of Rouen recciued a wound whereof he ſhortly after died, 
being therin rewarded for 1oyning with the enemies borh 
of the crowne and of his familic. Rouen was taken,and al 
extremitic therein exerciſed . That done, the Duke of 
Guiſererurned to Paris in great perplexitie, for that the 
Prince hauing recciued ſuccour out of Germanie, was c0- 
ming toſceke him. Howbeirtin the meane time he recet- 
ucd new ſupplies of Gaſcoynes and Spanierds, and there- 
with intended ro keepe the Engliſhmen from joyning 


* with the Prince. 
Hereof followed the battayle of Dreux fought in De- The battai 
cember, the effec whereof al men do knowe, Burt as the of Drenux. 


Duke of Guiles refuling to giue the onſet when the Con- 
ſtable ſent him word, which cauſed the ſaid Conſtables ta- 
king, procured men to judge that williygly he ſought this 
chance, fo did others who ſuppoſed better ro knowe his 
nature, attribute it to his cowardlines : and thereof did 
men take their argument,to aſſure them ſclues of althat 
which fince that batrayle this brauc warrier hath compaſ- 
ſed; For al men wil confefle that after this battaile of 
Dreux, al the Proteſtants power conſiſted in the band, 
which the Admiral keptin the fie]des, and norin the citie 
of Orleans which was impregnable, for the ſaid Admiral 
remained ſafe.And theretore it had bene reaſon that the 
Duke of Guiſe had affailed him, who beeing overcome, 
Orleans would haue ſtretched forth her hands : and nor 


| Inſuch wiſe to haue waſted his men, money, munirion & 


forces, abourthe taking of arowne, which being wonne 
&razed, ſhould but haue made the Admiral more ſtrong, 
waric and diligent about new and dangerous enterpriſes, 
Thereof did men conclude that the Duke of Guiſe wan- 
red both wit and courage, in that he neither coulde, ne 
durſt followe the Admiral at his retire our of Normandic, 
bur did ſuffer him ſo ro fortifie him ſelf with townes, holds, 


fortielles, 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 


| fortrefſes,men,money and al other munitions. Yea, the 


moſt valiant & expert captaines of France do thinke cer- 
rainly,thatin caſe 5 warre had alicle while Ioger cotinued, 
the Admiral had giuen the Duke of Guiſe an immortal re- 
(8 pine tat at Dreux dur{t not Jooke in his face,ncither ar 

is comming out of Orleans to go into Normandie, fol- 
lowe at his backe: notwithſtanding the ſaid Admiral was 
bur flenderly accompanied at his comming out of the ſaid 
befieged citie,and yer paſſed part of France,and euen be- 
fore the ſaid Duke of Guiles tace forced certaine rownes, 
as Touque,Caen, Falaize, Argenten, Vire and other pla- 
ccs'in Normandie,tooke ſundrie fortrefſes and caſtles, 8 
compelled the Marquiſe d'Ellebeufe to come 'vnder the 
mo: and yelde to his grace/and mercie, notwithſtanding 
theſaid Marquiſe might wel enough hauc withſtood him, 
as hauing an vapregnable place,namely the caftie of Caen 
at commaridement : Butthat was not his occupation , he 
was fitter to handle a bottle and a gambon of bacon, And 
in deedenotlong before the Admirals comming to Caen, 
he ughtro flee,and had not Capraine Renouard bene, 
he had ncuer abidden the ſummons, Of him therefore did 
not a gentleman of Caux ſpeake much our of the 'waye, 
when as after the firſt rroubles, at the ſame time that the 
Kings armie fearcd, that jtwoulde be Jong before they 
could recouer New hauen, he counſaylcd them ro cauſe 
” Marquiſe d'Ellebeufe 'to enter thercinto : for, ſaid 
ce, |there is no forte ſo ſtrong , ſo well defended or 
ſo impregnable , bur that he immediatly wil yelde| the 
ſame. [| 


Inthe meane time, the Cardinal hearing of the battaile 
of Dreux,ſaid, Al is wel ſeing my brother is eſcaped. Is 
there no more ralke of calling vs to me > and then 


turning vnto two biſhops of! his familiars, he ſaid tothem 


ſmiling , So farre as I perceive, my brother muſt take 
his accompts, him ſelfe alone : now is it as I deſired , The 
King of Nauarre was dead, The Marſhal of S$, Andrewes 


was {laine, the Prince of Conde was priſoner on the one 
ſide, 
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fide, and the Conſtable on the other : now was it as he 
deſired, Now did he and his brother feare none but the 
Queene mother, whoſe inconſtancie and ſubnilties they 
were to conquere . To the attaining therefore to their 
purpole, they thought it neceſlaric-to gette Orleans, 
thereby to intrappe the Lord d' Andelor,whome they did 


both doubr and hate, alſo to recouer the Conſtable, wher- 


by he might be wholy art their mercie,ifperaducnturethey 
had nor cauſed him to be made away in the heate of his 
taking. They were in poſſetſion of the Prince of Conde, 
who {hould not veric cheape depart out of their hands : 
and although they ſawe rhe Admiral on foore, yet hoped 
they intime to mate! him. They made therefore at one 
flight fortic Knights of the order,and devided the compa- 
nies of men of armes ynto men of their own retinue. And 
the Duke of Guiſe not long before his hurt, ſufficiently 
diſcouered him ſelfe ; for when one of his familiars mo- 
ued himto followe the Admiral, he anſwered, Thatpers 


chance wil not be the moſt commoditic to manie,in caſe 


they ſhoulde {a ſoone be ouercome : the cardes are not 
throughly ſhuflled, 1 haue a worſe beaſt ro ouercome then 
al the Huguenots together, ſpeaking of the Queene, of 
whome manie times priuately he complained, faying,thar 
ſhe was verie vnthankeful ro him ward, alſo that cloſely 
ſhe woue ſome webbe with the Prince of Conde: Bur, ſaid 


he,if God wil, who knoweth the wrong done to our houſe, 


({peaking of the Counties of Prouence and Anyou, and 
of the crowne alſo) I wil come to an end with them al,and 
wharſoeuer it coſt, ſeeing my ſhare is therein, I wil haue 
wuſtice before the game be aran end. The wickedneſſe of 
his defire was yet more plainely perceiued by an other 
word which he ſpake, at his making of 5 laſt Knights of the 
order(among whom his ſonne Henrie yet more meecte to 
play with nutſhales,then to handle a {word,was one of the 
firſt) when it was obieed whar areproch it would be to 
ſo manie worthie men and noble Lordesas were alreadie 


of the {ame,in caſc he ſhould put in ſome of thoſe whome 
' - BE 
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Tt had named : you,ſaid he, do notknow my meaning. 
here be ſome ſaid he(ſpeaking ofthe Queene)who ſeke 


t0 live in confulion,and therefore we ruſt pur in ſo many, | 


c at the diſorder may bring good order. This may youſec 
$ his care ouer the eſtate ofthe realm;but we may heres 

in perceiue how he defaced himſelf. In the battelof Dreux 
c Conſtable was taken fighting valiantly:the Marſhal of 
S.Andrewes was flainc in the ſame place: The Duke of + 
o_ coulde nor auoyde without ſhame and diſhonour, 
er hee had refuſed to ſer. vpon che Huguenots when 

h is captaine commaunded him, and had abandoned his 
genecall i in the m:iddeſt of the ficld. In this batte}] did he 
"no honorable deede,but loſt the honour of the Prince of 
Condies taking,who lighted in the Lord of Danuils bids: F 
Burto his great confuſion, he had before him the Admiral 
onely,of whom he had ſpoken ſo much ſhame,and there - 
= before al men ſuſteined this reproch, that with al his 
wer he durſt not affaile him whome before he had fo 

ch deſpiſed, and who by his ſaying was defticure of all 
ata and grace in commanding . The thing 
which moſt ſpiredthe Duke of Guiſe,was in [chat he per- 
cciued himſelte bridled by the yelding of New haucnto 
the Engliſhmen,which vnto them was graunted vpon ſun 
dry not very vnequal conditions,confidering the time : & 
this cauſed rhe Cardinal and chercſt ofhis brethrents | 
bite their nailes fecing newe worke now cur out for them 
in an other place. Now they did in maner accompt aflured | 
ly, that this marter was neuer done without ſome praftiſe 
of the Queene mother, with the Prince of Contie & the 
Admiral;and therfore did through the meancs of certain 
their ſecret ſeruants,counſel the King of Spaine to aske the 
cuſtodic of fome townes tothe King of Frances behoofe, 
putting the Spaniard in hope that they would procure his 
requelt to be granted,if he had bene as vniuſt and fookifh 
asto haue demaunded the ſame.The Duke of Guiſes ſrer 
ting alſo a licle before his wounding at Orleans, which 


gether | 
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gether ynknowen : for he ſaid that he repented himſelf, 
in thathe deliuered not rwo townes tothe Spanierdes' in 
Neade of one which the: Engliſhmen poſſefied : for thar, 
| ſaid he,had bene the way to bridle the inconſtancie wher 
with he charged the Quecne,and the enuie and iclouzy; 
which, ſaid he,ſhe bare to his greatnes,beſides the means 
5 rhis might haue berte ro do ſome thing for his own fami 
lie,which opcnly he would not diſcouer:and yetcould he 
not ſocloſely keepe his game,bur thar in ſaying thar he 
had by this meanes a ſhare inthe Jumpe asthe reſt, a man 
might diſcerne ( rogether with other wordes which he 
ebpochir he were minded to giue the realtuin pray, 
and ſo have a portion therein, 
J Theſe diſcontentations did partly procure the Admiral 
co paſſe ſafe into-Mormandie, and there anew to fortifie The Dul, 
himſelfe,whiles the Duke of Guiſe layed fiege ro Orle.. of Gu v x 
ans,minding after the execution of thatmarter,toprepare 4ath. | # 
himſelfe vnto more haughtye enterpriſes: and viing no £4: 
ralke, but ſuch as tended to threats againſt the eſtate and 
quict ofthe Realme .But inthe middeſt of at his deuiſes, 'Kl 
Poltrot ſhorre a dagge at him; whereby he Janquithed Vit 
certayne dayes in terrible tormentes, not without, won fn 
derfull griefe , for that he perceiucd him fſelfe curre of in [ j 
the middeſt of his courſe. Sometimes he woulde thruſt Ft 
| his finger intothe wounde,as if he were extremely cha- ; 
| fed againſtthe ſurgeons and Phyſirions , who coulde not 4© 
prolonge Francis the ſecond his life, alſo asif he coulde 414! 
nor giue them one good looke, becauſe he ſawehimſelfe g10 
enſnared, Finally after he had forgiuen his wife,and lefre # 
his children tothe Cardinals tuition, nor without ſtraight £97 
charge to reuendze his death, and bring his drifres to '' " 
their perfe&ion which ſo often had bene fruſtrated, he Mg 
was( as ye would ſay) by death tyed to the ſuburbes arid 41 
pare of Orleans, This was the end of the fierceſt of all #1 
rhe Guiſtans, who fretred(faid manye)in that he ſhoulde Wt 
die m the rowne where a King had dycd,cither thar nowe WS 
aliuc he ſhoulde come inro the Citic which he and his 4 it 
| We partakers 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 


artakers had dcſtincd for the death of a Prince of the 
lood, and many good officers of the crowne.The Catho- 
likes c{pecially of Paris(who neuertheleflc had ſmal cauſe | 

| 


as afterward appeared)did greatly bewayl his death. Whe 

| the King of Nauarre was ſlaine at Rouen, the Duke of Ne- 
uers, and the Marſhal of S. Andrews at Dreux, and di- 
uers othersin other places, there was no roken of foro. 
Bur for the Duke of Guiſe, who had abandoned his cap- 
tain, who fought becauſe he would nor be accomprable to 
the eſtates of France,who had violated the Kings ediftes, 
and ſought to ſupprefle the houſe of Valois,did they makeg 
hearſes,and yſed al other funcral folemnitics as it he had 
bene a King . Now therefore like as after the deceaſe of 
Francis the ſecond,al the whole courte which enuironed | 


T 


— — 
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the Guiſians vaniſhed away,and al theigmultitudes atthe 
ſame inſtant conuerted into MlcarinMe,yea that manye 

' who beforc had followed them,were now ready not onlye 
to hold 5 bafen to whoſocuer world cut their throats, bur 
eu# thEſclues to paunch rh&:f9 after 5 death of their eldeſt 
brother,they remained as a body without members,being 
forſaken of moſt men,and through the vnreaſonable au- 
thority which they had vſurped, become odious vnto ſuch 
as tothem were moſt ypright.The Cardinal now being ar - 
Trente,fought new mcanes how to begin atan other cnd: 
and firſt dealt with the Spaniard, as himſelfe did fince diſ- 
cloſe to one of the chicfe counſelers of a certaine noble 
french Lorde: for hauing declaimed againſt, and repro. | 
ued the eſtate of matters of France , he roulde him that 
the Spayniſhe goucrnement was excellent and goode, 
where theGreat Lords ofthe country doe fo bridle their 
King,that they permit him ſcarſcly ro ſport him ſelf: hand | 
ling him after the maner of counters,of which a man ma-- 

keth that which ſomtime is worth bur one, ſomtime worth 

renne,ſomerimes worth a hundred, ſometimes worth ten 

thouſand,and immediatly reducing ir againe to nothing 

at his pleaſurc:neither were ir (ſaid he)a very harde mar- 

ter to reduce France tothe ſame pointe, Inthe meane 
ths! " ' Wye i! 
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CARDINAL OF LOR. , 
time he counterfaited the mourner, writing ſuch conſola- | 
rory letters vnto his mother, as a man would hardly reads 
without Jaughig,cſpecially where he wrieth theſe words, 
Madame,l ſay vnto you,that God neuer ſo greatly honou- 1 
red any mother,neither at any time did ſo much tor atiy 
his creature, (excepting alwayes his owne glorious mo- I 
ther)then he hath done for you. But this good childe of 4.06 
the moſt blefled mother in tin world,nextto the virgine if 


Marte, inucnted other new praCtiſes againſt the eſtate of l | 
his King and country,as we now ſhal percciue. bl 
The Duke of Guile his mouthe beyng ſtopped, peace .,, , 4 ; 


reſent] ucd, bur in ſuch maner as did ceaſe}i > ul 
preſently enfucd, ſ did eaſclic ſhewe pacificaryl | 
TH} 


———_ 


that ſuch remembraunces, as the Cardinal lefre at his +: 
goynge to the Councille, were of greate force. Forthe {Nt 
edifte made inthe moneth of Ianuarye was in maner ex- ; 1 
tinguiſhed , che Prince of Condye diſplaced from the fy ; 


rowme which to him apperteined,as tothe firſt Prince of 
the blood,the Admiral and other great Lordes expulſed I 
the Courte, bur principally the ſayde Admirall, who V | 
was charged with procuring the ſhorte at the Duke of wt 
Guilc, which neuerthelefle was bur a policie which the 
Cardinal and his fautours praQtiſed, to the ende till 
to keepe the water troubled, and them ſelues our of 
accomptes : in whiche pointe , the Queene mother 


| ſomewhar fauoured the Guiſians, in that ſhe was glad 


ro pur from her ſonne al honourable perſons, ro the ende 
ro bring him vp and frame him according to her own hu- 


mors, the effe&ts wherof haue ſince maniteſtly appeared. 


Many things chanced in France berwene the firſt and The Gail 


ſecond troubles, wherein the Guiſans ſleightes diuerfly , , |. 
Þ 


appearcd,ro the deſtruQion of the realme; wherofwe wil, yg 
rouch ſome the moſt norable particularities,not ſtaying he fo _ 6 
ouermuch ypon the circumſtance of Dayes : inthatthar ;.” 5 Ki 
entreating of their injuries offred to the Princes of the ſecond 0h 
blood, tothe nobilitic, tothe eſtates andro other priuare | 
parties in the Realme, we may beholde ſuch matrers as 


K. ij. Firſt, 


- 
of? . 


nowe we wil pale ouer, 
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THE LEGEND| OF T-HE 


Firſt, the Cardinal laboured the Queene mother to 
grant the eſtate of great maſter, vnto his nephue Henrie 
fonne to the late Duke of Guiſe, So that notwithſtanding 
this childe was not capable thereof, yer to the great diſho- 
nour of the King and the Realme, andin deſpite of the 
Conſtable and the Proteſtants, whome the Queene be- 
ganto hare,he was choſen great Maſter,ſtanding in deede 
in greaterneede of a Scholemaſter and roddes. 

Afterthe King of Nauarre was dead,the Queen mother 
became a Catholike,for ſhe douted leſt the Prince of Con 
de, thcn firſt Prince of the blood would holde his eſtate, 8: 
(knowing her humeurs, through the afliſtice of the Cha- 
ſtill5s, & the Coſtable himſelf, whoſe hearte began now to 
coole) reduce her to order, & take the gouernemer from 


| her. The Cardinal foreſcing allo,that if this were brought 


ro palle,both he and al his ſhould be plucked away, deter- 


mined to take ſome order. At the aſſemblie at Orleans,the 


eſtates with one common conſent had made great com+ 
plaintes of the vnreaſonable giftes, which both King Hen+ 
ric and King Francis the ſecond bad giuen to ſundric pex- 


_—_ whome ſome were ynworthie, others had had too 
PEI 


much,ſecking to cal to accounts thoſe who had the charge 
and gouernement of the treaſure. The firſt part of theſe 
complainres,rouching the vaworthinefle of perſons,con- 
cerned eſpecially and from the bortome of their hearts, 
the Ducheſle of Valentinois,and al her abomination. The 
ſecond of excefſe did pinche to the quicke the Guifians, 
the Matſhal of S,Andrewes, and ſome others. An other 
point of this complaint tended wholy againſt the Guifi- 
ans, aS hauing relation only to the time of Francis the ſe- 
cond, whom they had ordered at their pleaſures, in whoſe 
time much money was ſpent and conſumed. On the other 
fde,the reformation of the eccleſiaſtical eſtate, wherupon 
the nobtitic and-third eſtate did earneſtly call, killed the 
Cardinals hearg outright. Wherefore to the end to pro- 


cure /this purſuite to vaniſh away, he and hisbrethrem 


could inuentno berrer ſhift, then by kindeling the ciwl 
Ml | wairte 


CARDINAL OF LOR. 


warre aforcſaide. | The ſame now being pacificd, he pro- 
poundeth vnto/the Queene mother, that to keepe the 
Prince of Conde from chalenging his degree, and'abolt- 
ſhing her goucrnement,it were moſt expedient to pro= 
claime the Kings Matoritie,as alſo ſhe was minded to haue 
done before the King of Nauarres deceafle. For the Car- 
dinal knew thatſolong as the Queene mother was -Mi+ 
{trefle, the accomptes ſhould neuer be taken, becauſe thar 
in permitting the cſtates toſcarche ſo narrowly the beha« 
uours of goucrnours,it was to be feared leaſt intimethey 
would cxamine her ſcife. As forthe reformation of the 
Clergie,he propoundeth to her how profitable that would 
be forthe aduancement of the Proteſtants, which nece(- 
farily muſt enſue, for ſhe ſhould rayſe againſt her the Spa- 
nierd, the Pope and the Catholikes, and fo ſhoulde loſe 
her credite, and pcraduenture her authoritic allo , Ac- 
cording therefore to this counſayle.ſhortly after the peace 
theKings Maioritic was proclaymed, wherin the Qneene 
mother and the Cardinal made him playe a terrible part, 
in procuring him to ſpeake as bigge asif he were fourtie 
yeres olde, when in deede it was they thar ſpake with his 
lippes. 

"To this counſayle the Cardinal yet added an other,tou- 
ching the inſtruftion of the King and of his brethren. For 
he ſhewed the Queene,that if ſhe ſuffred the Princes and 
Lords of the Religion ro come neere her children, cather 
els ſo timely trained chem vp in the affaires, they. mighe 
be wonne,and in time do her ſelte ſome diſpleaſure, orar 
the leaſt wiſe, put her from the gouernement, and then 
chooſe other counſaylers,as the Bourbons, Montmoren- 
cies and Chaſtulons.For remedic whereot,he cauſeth the 
King to waſt his time with a toppe and ſcourge ſticke, at 
cockefights, at putting dogges together by the earcs, or 
ſetting them vpon this bodie or that bodie, in hearing of 
playes,ſecing of daunces, talking with harlots: finally in 
ſwearing and whorehunring, and alin the Queenes pre- 
ſenceand knowledge,through the dealings of divers of 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 


the Guiſians ſeruants. Alſo becauſe rhe King of him ſelfe 
was wilde cnough, ſomewhat to coole theſe heates, he 
was ſent on hunting whiles a prieſt and a woman gouer- 
ned the Realme. K 
To keepe the Proteſtants alſo ſtilin breath, &ſo to tp 
the King,rhat with the time he might not ſo fauour bor 
the patties at once,that finally the Guifians policies ſhould 
be dereted, the Cardinal caught holde of an occaſion 
which the Queene mother had praQtiſcd a litle before 
the|Edit of pactfication, There was a certaine, I wot 
not) whar, depoſition artribured to Poltrot, whercin he 
confeſſed that the Admiral had procured him to ſlaye the 
Duke |of Guiſe : and althoughthe Admiral hearing the 
þraite hereof, which la Pallet ſeruantto the Guiftans had 
cauſcd/ro be noyſed among the Proteſtant Reiſtres, who 
were come to the Proteſtantes aide, and therewithall 
confidering the eonfequence thereof , had by exprefſe 
l-reers intreated the Queene mother to caule the ſaide 
Polcrot ro bee repriued, to the ende to bee bfoughe 
face to facc, yet had the by ſentence of the Parliamenc 
of Paris cauſcd him to be drawen aſunder with foure 
horſes . Wherein wes to be ſeene the cloking and 
wonderfull polictes of the Queene mother and the Car- 
dinal . But as touching the! Queenes praiſes, they 
require an other Legende, |Andin reſpe& of the Car- 
dinal, he was the gladdeſt man aliue of rhis 2duantage, 
whereby at bis pleaſure to bring the Realme againe in- 
ro troubles , to ridde his handes of his enemies , of 
Bourbon , of Montmorencie ,| and of Chaſtillon : and 
indeede this iuſtice which |he procured the Duke of 
Guiſes widowe and children. to proſecute, was a veric 
proper meanes to helpe him ſcife with all : For ſoone 
aftcr, he yet proceeded gwing the Queene to vnder- 
ſtand , that nether her regiment, neither the Kinges 
eſtate woulde euer bc affurcd fo long as the Bourbons, 
Montmorencics and Chaſtilons were on hotſebacke : 
that jt was meetc to humble thew , and to ſer ſo mange 
| men 


- ”Y LE 


CARDINAL OF LOR, 


men againſt chem,thatthe King and his atliſtantes might 
conunue-maſters. Allothat in cale ſhe woulde accepr 
of his brethren and nephues, alſo of ſuch as were afteio- 
nate to that race, ſhe thoulde finde them preft with all 
meanes poſlible : Againc, that ſo long as ſhe woulde miſe 
like of the Proteſtants, moſt rownes in the Realme would 
beſtowe thcir whole power to the maintenance of her and 
her authorntie. 

Morecouer, becauſe it had bene too much ſo ro diſquiet 
all thinges at once, and a litle ro hazarde them ſelues, 
rather then to/ deale with the three houſes aforefaide 
rogcrher, hauing conſulted with his brethren, rhe ſaid 
Cardinal propounded to the Qureene mother , that ir 
were beſt firſt to diſpatch the Chaſtillons , whereunto 
the wſtife which the Guiftans demaunded might ſerue 
for a colour , alſo for that it woulde be harde com- 
ming by chcm by force, it were beſt in ſhewing them a 
good countenance to intrappe them atonce. Now not- 
withſtanding the Queene were not ignorant of the yn- 
righteouſnefſe of this counſayle, allo of ſuch coufuſi- 
ons as might inſue : yet preferring her owne ambition 
before the quietnes of her children and Realme , the 
tooke that waye , For, although ſhe did not greatly 
loue the Guiftans, yetbecing aſſured thar ſhe thould the 
better compalſe her marters , alſo that rhey were alrea- 
dic ſodeepe in theſe affaires,that they wouide with her 
hazarde all meanes for their preſeruation, and there- 
fore nowe there was no. more to doe bur to hnde op- 
portunitie to bee ridde of the Chaſtilions. Bur when 
they were at the poynte to practiſe their matters , the 
Prince of Conde in the Kinges open counſayle rooke 
the Admirals matter in hande , and plainelye decla- 
red that who ſo euer dcalt with the Admirall other- 
wiſe then by Lawe and equitic , he the ſayde Prince 
woulde not ſuffer it. This therefore together with other 
conſiderations, procured the countertayt atonement be= 
eweenc the Admiral and the Guifians, which was made 

K.u1, at 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 
2t Moulins as the King, was in his journcy to Bayonne. 


- Thisiourncy was vndertakenthrough the aduice of the: 
Queene and the Cardinal, vnder prerence of viſiting the- | 


zealme; but in cffe@toconferre with th- Spaniard, ro re- 


newe alcague which might reduce the rcalme into newe: 


rcoubles, as indede 1t came to paſle- aftcr this race was 
runne.And the whiles the Cardinal and his brerhren fra- 
med other pradtiſes as followeth. 

: The Cardiaal at his being at Trenthadprocurcd an af- 
ter ſclſton, thereby to publiſh the King of France to be an 
heretike,a Chiſmatike, and an excommunicare perſon, in 
calc he perſiſted in ſelling the demaines of the Church,; 
although the ſame fale was of his owne inucntions, and 


that he together with his brother had graunted thereto: 
befare his departure: for rothe obteining of thr great-: 


nesand accompliſhing of their purpoſes, nothing was/ſo 
holy, but irmight be alienated. 1n the ſame praftiſe he:de- 
termined to open and giue in ſpoyleto the firſt conque- 
rour,the realme. of Nauarre,becaule of the religion which 
the (ent her ſonne the Prince did profefie,,Wher- 
of the king being aduertiſed, heſent; word rothe Embaſla 
dors and I1thops of his realm| ſpedily ro come their waics 
fromehe Council, publiſhing moreouer.vehement prote= 


ſtations againſt che auRouts of the ſaid counſcl. But here- 
xn confited an other of the Cardinals policics, who ſecrer - 


lyallcaged that he had inuentcd theſe meancs ſomewhat 
ro gratific the Pope and the Spaniard,towhom he preſen 
ted anew prayc, and on the/other fide he writte/ to the 
Queene mother,thatthe King mult necdes counterfait a 
dilcontentation hereat, whereby to allure the Queene of 
Nauarre, and ſo to {eparate her from the Prince andthe 
Chaſtillons the readilier to diſpatch cch after other, Here 
. vpotthe returned into Francc,and there ſer his matters in 
ſuch order as ſhortite you ſhall perceiue,and then made a 
 newvoyage vato Rome, there perſonally ro ſollicite this 
curſe againft the Queen of Nauarre. And thentothe end 
ro A Ki him icltc of ſuch mitchiet, ke departed two daies: 
| before 


_ tionofthe reſt of the troubles which fince haue enſued in Reaime. |. 


CARDINAL OF LOR. 


before iudgement ſhould be giuen: from whence being 
arriued at Venice, he there ſharpely accuſed the Pope and w's, 
confiſtorie of Rome for tranſgrefling the Kings pleaſure, bo 
whereby to perſwade men that he was nor of that conipt- 
racie or faction, | 
Ar his returne, for the accompliſhment of his promiſe, - | 
he was ſoimpudent as to preſent the Councilles articles The ah * 


| vnto the King, not ſo much for the eſtabliſhing of the c/e- ef nM 


ſame at the firſt daſhe, as to the ende by litle and litle to Cornncilt | | q 
adnichilate the Edit of pacification. And to the ende it 3/4 my | 
might haue the fayrer ſhewe,at his ſolliciting the Embaſ- £ ardimally I 
ſadoures of Spayne, Sauoy and the Pope; came to the propoiideV l, 
Court, and preſented certayne Articles deuiſed ar the in- hereby « Pl 
ſKance of the Cardinall and his adherentes, which here g237e 797i}, 
we haue ſer downe, becauſe they doe reueale the fourida- #rouble 1,1 | 


France, _- 

- In the fiſt point, they called 'vpon the King to keepe 
and cauſe to be kept within his owne Realme, the Coun- 
tries, Territories and Lordſhippes in his obedience; the 
articles of the holy council lately holden ar Trente,which 
now they had brought with themto the ſame ende. And 
for the reading of the ſame; and ro ſweare thereunto be- 
fore the Delegares of the ſayde councill, they aſſigned | 
che ſayd King to be at Nanry in'Lorrayne vpon our Ladie 1 
day w'Marche, there to meere with their ſayde' Lordes, f 
who togyther with all other Chriſtian Kinges and Princes Tl 
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were determined,to make a generall conſtitution cor- "| 
reſpondent to the ſame which was made at Trenre; for al 
therooting out of all herefies and new doQtrines repug- 1 
nant tothe ſayd holy council]. "T1 

' In the ſecond point they requeſted the fayde Lorde to #: 


ceaſſe alienating the remporalicies ofrhe Church, cerrity- 
inghim onthe behalfe ot the King of Spayne, and of the 
Dukes of Sauoy, that they neyther doc nor ener dyd 
meane to be payde their mariage money , whichthe lare 


King Hentic had promiſed them our of the church _ 
an 
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and therefore that he ought ro be content with ſome! yo- 
luacarie gifre, which che Ecclchaſticall perſons ſhoulde 
give bim, hauing regarde vnro ſuch ſackes and ſpoyles, as 
lately haue bene commured in his Realme , ynder his 
name and by his Edi& : whereof they doe neuerthelefie 
(according as they haue bene defired) holde him excuſed 
through his youth. 


In the thirde point, that at the leaſt wiſe he ſhould ban- 


niſhe (vnlefle he had rather otherwiſe puniſhe them) the 
chiefe ſeditious perſones and ſchiſmatikes of his Realme, 
by whoſe meanes the aforeſayd ſpoyles of Churches haue 
bene committed, and who haue brought the enemies of 
his Crowne into the Realme, and giuen ſtraungers free 
entric thereinto. 

_ [In the fourth, that he ſhoulde reuoke the remiſſion 
and abſolurion, which in his Edi& of pacification he had 
graunted, eſpecially agaynſt ſuch perſons as had commit- 
tedrreaſon agaynſt G 0D: ſhewing him that ir was ney- 
ther in him nor in any other Chriſtian King or Prince, ro 
remitte or forgiue the offence commirted agaynſt the 


Diuine Maicſtic, for that all ſuch remiſhon appertayneth 


ynro God onely. bene [+ 

Inthe fifth, thathe as King for his parte woulde: af- 
liſte Iuſticc,and the ſame authorize, as his predecefiours 
hauc done, becauſe that thereof dependeth rhe autho- 
ritie of all Chriſtian Kinges and Princes: alſo that in ſo 
dooing, he ſhould puniſhe the traytcrous murder com- 
mites in rhe perſon of the late Duke of Guiſe, by ſuch 
as manifeſtly are knowen : and thar in ſuch caſes hee 
ought not to vic any diflimulation, conſidering whar per- 


_ fonhe was, who ſo accurſedly was murdered. Alſo: that 


he ſhould procure him ſelfe to be obeyed as a King, ſo 
that Tuſtice might floriſhe in his Realme : And that'the 
Lordes whoſe Embafſadours they are, doc offer vnto him 
all ayde and helpe, ſo ſoone as he the ſayd King ſhall de- 
maunde the ſame. 

Euer fince 
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Euer fince that the Guiſians vſurped this authoritie 
ouer the Crowne, by making our Kinges theyr flaues, 
we haue alwayes had two kinde of Councilles, of the 
| Kinges Letters, and of his wordes, the one open,the- 0- 

ther ſecrete. The priuic Councill doe entreate of ſuch 

marters as they woulde that ali the worlde ſhould knowe. 
The letters patentes and open ſpeaches do ſeruc for con= 
' Ermations of the ſame. 

But nowe the Guiſians haue induced-a ſecret Coun- 
cill, which alſo ſometymes is deuided into three partes. 
For the Queene mother hath one, the Guiſtans an orker, 
and ſomeryme the King hath the thirde, which doe con-' 
fiſte of certayne who doe goucrne him . In theſe Coun- 

* cils haue all the matters of our tyme bene determined of: 
from whence theſe bloody executions haue enfued; The 
letters of the Scale are ordinarily contrary to the letrers: 
patenres, and open ſpeaches vnto thoſe which are whiſ- 

eredinthe care: asircame to paſſe at the. comming of 
theſe Embaſſadoures, for publikely in the viewe of all 
the worlde, the King aunſwered them, that the Edifte of 
pacihcation was made for the expelling, of the enemies 
out of his Realme, and for other matters generally : bue 
particularly their demaundes were handled in the ſecrer 
Councill,in ſuch wyſe as the effees haue fince declared. 
The fixe and rwenticth day of Februaric in the yere 1563. 
the King opened one parte of this declaration vnto the 
aforeſayd Embaſſadoures: and tothe ende the berrer to 
colour all matters, the Cardinal and the Queene mo- 
ther had taught it him by hearte, togyther with the ma+ 
ner howe to pronounce it with his mouth, for atrhat time 
he was as well ſecne in that he ſpake, as in that that he 
ſpake nor, for he was yet bur a chylde, cſpecially in ſuch 
matrers. 

Nowe muſt we note that one day before,the Cardinall 
had obreyned of the Queene a licence in the maner of a 
brief, ſigned by Secrerarie Bourdin, wherein he was _=_ 

murtc 
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mirced to beare weapons both by Edictes and letters pa- 

rentes forbiddeE. Bur if any man af ke why he gotthis brief, 
rather of the Queene then of the King, ſecing 'that | 
the/ſonely Lawmaker my diſpenſe with the law which him | 
ſelfe hath made: eyther wherefore he demaunded nor 
lerters patentes rather then a ſimple briefe : 1 will-leaue 
theiudgement therot to ſuch as be free from all affeRis> 
on. For that which immediarly enſued, docth ſufficiemly 
dere@ che putpofes both of the Cardinall and his ad- 
herenes. ' + | ' i111 
"Bur ro be able here ro ſpecific thoſe purpoſes, aſwell in 
the outridings which they procured the King ro make,vn- 
der pretece of the. tourncy to Bayonne, where their holy l 
league was confirmed, & order taken with the Duke of Al- 
bafor che ouerrunning of the Proteſtantes : eyther of cer- 
rayne other leagues made in {undric partes of the realme 
through the drifres ofthe Guiſians, fro rhe which proce- 
dedithe horrible murders, eſpecially in the Counties of 
{aine, Tourayne & Vandoſme. Alloin Guyen where the 
rſhal of Bourdillo,& in other places otherofficers were 
r9:imuch ar the becke of the Queene and the Guiſians, 
 Neyther will | here particularly reHearſe theſe murders, 
whereafter folowed-extorftons, and wonderfull injuſtices 
in ſundrie citics ofthe realme: neyrher the {lezghts which 
the Cardinall vied to winnethe Prince of Conde, ynder | 
pretence of an imazinatiue kingdome & mariage, where- 
by ro weaken the Admiral! ; Neyther will I ſpeake of the 
_ CitadelsercRed inſundrie places in the Realne, of the 
razing ofrownes which the Proreſtantes held in the firſt 
rroubles,of the falſe accuſations Jayde to their charges, of 
che ideclaration 'or Edie of Rouſhllon,which manifeſtly 
abaliſhed the Edi of pacification, ofthe ſcorning of the 
declarations which the Prince of Conde made againſt the 
ſame edi&,togitherwith the Routing of thoſe who ſought 
for quietnefſe and juſtice.'Of the murders at Tours and 
atthe caſtle of Loyre;of the preſympris of Chauigny, who 
. was ſlaucto'the Queene and the Guiftans, of the banith- 
ment 


ar 
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ment of ccrtaine Proteſtantes in the towne of Rochelle, 
I will not here make any larger mention of the forbid» 
ding ofthe Proteſtants ro keepe any ſcholes , which was 


| done atthe Cardinals purſuite, who therin did imitate the 


Edit of lulian the Apoſtare againſt rhe Chriſtians : either 
of the ſaid Cardinals endeuout ro deſtroy the ſoules togi- 
therwiththe bodies, in that he procured chat-the mini- 


' ters ſhould not viſite the ſicke, orabide in any other place 


then where the excrciſcs of rhe Religion ſhould for the 
Bailiwickes be houlden. | 

On the one fide the Catdinal of Guiſe praiſed with the 
biſhop of Mans, whereof enſued inhnite miſchiefes.On an 
other ſide the Duke of Aumale was in Champagne, where 


1- -Þ- hedidlitle berter. He tooke from them of Troye the exer- 


ſa 
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ciſe of their Religion, which by the Kings declaration was 
permitted in their ſuburbes, and aſligned them an other 
very diſcommodious village . He by his owne auRority 
changed the place of the Bailiwick of Chaumont vnto 
Baſſigny , againſt the Kings exprefſe decree. And to the 
declaration which the Lieutenant of the Bailiwick ( a ma- 
nifeſt enemy tothe Goſpel) concerning the commande- 
ment which he had to accommodate the Proteſtantes m 
caſe the gotternour ſhould refuſe; he anſwered that he had 
contrary Edidts from the King in his ſleeve, and therefore 
forbad the ſaid licutenant from proceeding any further. 
He impriſoned an Aduocate at Troye, becauſe he had pre- 
ſentedto the King a poore widowes ſupplication,whoſe ar- 


mes and legges they had afterthe peace cur of, He cauſed. 


to pill and ſacke the receauer of Maſcons houſe, Hein all 


manecr of wiſe fauored the ſeditious and open murderers 


of Creuant.On an other fide the Cardinal of Lorraine was 
inarmes, accompanicd with certaine knighres of the Or- 
der,and the rebels of Paris and other places, who ſeing rhe 
Proteſtantes on all ſides oucrrunne , ſought nothing but 
ſome mighty man ro ſerthem ro the like worke , confide- 
ring alſo that the King was farre of,in whoſe abſence they 


were very deſirous to be doyng, and ro make a terrible 
broyle. 
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 broyle . But the Marſhal of Montmorency forcſcing the 
fame, and vnderſtandingtharnor only at Paris, bur alſo in 
moſt rownes of the Realme; the ſeditious perſons lay in 
waite and watched for the Cardinals comming , certified 
the King of wharſocuer he ynderſtood , whereupon he re- 
| ceiued aprecept, that he ſhould nor permit the Cardinal 
or any of rhe Guilians to enter in warlike araye into Pa- 
ris, Again after th2t the Marſhall was aduertiſcd of the” 
brief, whichthe Cardinal had obreined of the ans mo» 
cher, he diuers rimes aduertiſed the King , clpecially ar 
Chaalons, Bar, Maſcon and Lions, that if the Cardinal and 
his garde came armed to Paris, he would indeuour to yn- 
arme him. Aliſo fiue or fixe moneths before the rumour 
was ſpredin Paris of the Cardinals comming garded with - 
harqueburziers, the ſaid Marſhal made the like declaration 
th openly and particularly vnto the Cardinals eſpeciall 
| ſeruantes, Andto the ende no man might pretende any 
. cauſe of ignorance, the thirtenth of December 1564 , he 
made proclamation with ſound of trumpet, and then prin- 
ted, thar vpon payne of death no ſouldicrs ordeined for 
the garde of any gouernours or gouernement, ſhould en- 
er within his precin& : declaring in cxprefſe wordes to 
e ende the Cardinal might vnderſtand that this defence 
ouched himſelf, that it was nor lawfull for any lorde'what- 
ocuer, vnleſſe he were a Prince of the houſe of France to 
enter into the gouernementof the yle of France with any 
garde. All this notwitſtanding, the Cardinal rooke his way 
to Paris: and departing from Reims ,noyſed that he went 
ynto Ginuille. And althoughhe were tender, yer did he in 
the ſharpeſt of winter take the fields , making exceeding 
journeys, and ſuch as him ſelfe was neuer wonte to doc in 
- anytime whatſocuer,or ypon any kinde of occaſion. After 
his comming to S. Dionice , there were many goings to 
and fro, In the meanc time the Marſhal went ro the| Par- 


liament houſe , where he knew the Cardinal had alwayes 
endeuorcd to procure moſt benefaours and friendes, 


there ro complayne of the ſaid Cardinal, in that he came 
(he 
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eo throwe himſclfe headlong,, and as the prouerbe is, to 
burne inthe flame . Morcoucr he ſent a Prouoſt ro keepe 
the way,who endeuored to apprehende the formoſt of the 
Cardinals garde and harquebuzicrsthat he met, who not- 
withſtanding all theſe warninges , vnde1 ſtanding that his 
brother d'Aumale , who before with his troupes had kepr 
the ficides , ſhould now enter into Paris at one gate, came 
thither alſo with his mcn toward cucning , the ſtreeres 
being repleniſhed with people attending his comming. 


Burthe Marſhall of Montmorency accompanied with cer- The Card 1: 
taine Jordes and gentlemen of name,came in his way, and nalles en. !; 
{o ſone as he perceiucdthe weapons of thoſe who accom- iuzo P + 


panied the ſaid Cardinal,called alowde to them to lay the 
ſame awayc : whereupon {ome fledde, and a few ſtrokes 
were giuen,wherewith one of the ſaid Marſhal of Mont- 
morencyes gentlemen was ſlaine: And the Cardinal and 
his nephue the Duke of Guiſc werg worſe afcard then 
hurte, ſo that ſodciny alighting they ſaued them ſelues in 
a houlc at hande , where it was ſaid that the Cardinal was 
in ſuch plight, that his hoſen ſerued him in ſtead of abaſen, 
and his doubler for a cloſe ſtoole: hereupon the ſaid Car- 
dinal more coward then a harc, ſecyng himſeclfe thus diſa- 
pointed, togither with his companic departed withour any 
ſound of rrumper. 

The voyce went the ſame time, ( and the Admiral 
whome the Marſhal of Montmorency had ſent for, rorhe 
endeto aſhite him both with counſayle and helpe , affir- 
med the ſame to the chiefe of Paris ) that there was a let- 


ter which came fromthe Guifſians, ſent into Normandy, 
conteining theſe wordes. The readieſt way to reſtore mn. 


France thoſe to whem the Crowne doth appertayne by 
right, & to expulle the houſe of Valois, is tofacke the Hu- 

uenots who doc ſupport the ſame, and therefore we muſt 
fe their woods ro gather therewith money & weapons : & 
in the ende was added, that the ſaid Huguenors that would 
goe to Jaw, necde nor care for taxing their charges. le 


was not yaknowen allo that in ſundry places the __ 
ckes 
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lickes made colleions of money, to what end let all men 
4udge. While the Admiral was at Paris,the Duke d'Aumale 
being hagrye, &ſcking to catch ſome odde Crowne, with - 
drew him ſclte to Annet with his mother in lawe , whither 
he brought the garde which was allowed him for the go- 
\ucrnement of Bourgundie, and there quaked for feare leſt 
'the Marthall of Montmorency,becaulc it was in his gouer- 
nement, and belides for that his ſaid garde did many ex- 
torfions vnto their neighbours, would ſend to apprehende 
him. Wherecforc he writ euery way to his friendes,defiring 
them to come and ſuccour him, and to helpe him to ger 
.away,ſo that he might goe to his charge. Ar this ſummons 
ſome came,others made no'great accompr: & of thoſe that 
came,rthere taryed nottwenty;by reaſon of a certaine des , 
claration, wherewith agentleman of Normandy reduced 
them all ro their right wits. For how would yqu ( ſaid he to 
the Duke of Aumaſg ) that we ſhould take weapon againſt 
a Marſhall of France, who with his only worde , is able to 
take the ſame from vs,and catch vs in his danger*Yeaifhe 
ſhould commaund vs to turne againſt you, wharſhould we 
doe, vnlefle we would be rebels and difobedienct to our 
King ? Againe, the aunſwer of a gentleman of Maine who 
could not come at his ſummons, which was intercepted, is 
worthy the noring,in reſpe&t of the French-freedome 
of ſpeche vmto ſuch as know not them ſclues , wherein 
is to be ſcene what iudgement we are to giue of true 
Princes. | | 
' lettey to. Thewordes of this Jerter in this poinR were theſe. Tſaid 
F. Dyk Pot,my lorde,thatyou were no Prince,cither that I am nor 
your ſcruant : But peraduenture I affirmed that 1 knew no 
french man thar did acknowledge you for a Prince of the 
blood,or of the crowne, wherein I doe nor think thar I did 
amiſſe, bur rather ſhould have offended in aduowing the 
ſame: yeal neuer heard or knew rhat either you or any 
of yours did pretend thereunto . As for ſeruice, mas much 
as your meſſenger ſaid that you accompred me vnthanke- 
full, I rolde hinrin deede, rtharl was ſubic&to none bur to 


the 
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after the Cardinals entry intro Paris, he writ a Jerrer to 
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the King,neither ought any obedience but ro him and his f 
officers, euery mann his yocation . Thus much wil I now 
adde;that I neuer was ſeruant ro orher then the Princes of 
the blood,neither did owe any duety to other man ling, 
exceptof free heart , and thar fo long as 1liſted , nei- 4 
ther doe I belecue(mylord)that you doe othetwiſe'thinke {i 
of mie . For you kriow that I haue ſpent rwelue thouſand 4: 
franckes of my owne goods, in following the late Lorde 1! 
your father , my Torde your brother and your ſelues , and 47 
is neuer tooke wages of any of you all, or receaued be- 1 
cfire or aduantage ar any of your handes iT atn,Trhanke F 
God,a gentleman, and yer neuer did deede ftrayng there- j 
fro, and bouldly may ſay without wrong to any, that ani j 
to none butro the King, his Princes , ray friendes and my fl. 
ſelfe : for ar this day T have no other maſter that riouri- "Y 
ſherh me, or payeth my wages rhen my ſelfe Not that;T 4 
tmeanc vtterly to renounce doyng you ſeruice, or thatof Q 
courtifie 1 be not your ſeruant, ſoJong as: youtake ir of 
a free hearte,withour any kinde of bonde that I owe vnto 
you. For it is not ynknowen ynroyou, that there be mas 
nye who(vnder rhe like auRoriry as yourſelfe) wonld pre- 
tend as much intereſt in me, which ro dye fort , no man 
ſhal forcibly compel me to aduowe: for ſo ſhould I doe 
injury ynto thoſe to whom all ſeruice is dewe , and vnto 
all french Nobilitic , who iuſtly might reproche ir vnro 
me . This was the ſpeache of a true French gentleman, 
which all ſuch as doe beare this tile have' not marcked 
according as they ought, SHEEN 
The Duke d'Aumale being eſcaped thence aswell as, | | 
he might, wenrinto Champagne, where he deuifed new "ys * | 
praQtiſes wherewith to keepe rhe warer rhicke, and the F a 
five and twentieth of February 1 565,which was fix weekes 777 of $4} 
ſpiracie: oF 
his brother the Marquiſe d'Ellebeufe, therein derefting 


"4 


the Guiſians affeions, and their defire neuer to ſuffer Þ 
France to be in quiet. In this lerter hauing touched all Fit 


that had paſſed arParis,and ſcorned the King and Queen, 
L. j. ſaying 
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| THE LEGEND OF THE 
faying that it was their cuſtome to giue out the fayreſt 
ſpeaches and promiſes in the worlde , he. addeth thus : In 
the meane time , brother, whiles you continue there, 
namely in Touraine, I thank; you were beſt to viſite the 
lorde 'of Montpenher, towbom I wil write a letter bea- 
ring credire , according to your requett , And it were 
your wiſcſt , wich him and 'other 'Lordes our fiiendes 
theceabour to practiſe ſomrae good allociario, which ſhould 
hauc bene long agoc Kala 3; ,1f euery man had done 
his endcuour., L know ſome who were the morioners, 
and yerwhemic came to eff, they bledde atthe noſe, as 
alla mn many, other things: for if cuery man. would for his 
owne. parte, take paynes,.we ſhould tfvone come to ſome 
good ende, conſidering what good occaſions arc now of- 
ercd vs. But they whom it toucherh asncere as me, doe 
not accoumpr of it.as 1 could wiſhe, they did. I would be 
very oth the fault ſhould, bein me: at the Icaſt, if God 
lend me life,, Lwillet theay, vnderſtande, the contraric: 
and forye-would I be, to loſe that reputation whereunto 
I hauc ſo long aſpired, as IL hope 1 ſhallnot. I hane, al 
ready often written to the lordes of Mantpenfier, Eſtam- 
pes Martigues. and Chauigny,ſo that they mighe plaine- 
ly pexceiue how fayne I. would be reuenged , and; how 
defuous I am of the aflociation that you ſpcake of: and 
ſufficiently doc foreſee how. neceflarye it were nor for 
vs oaly,, bur for all honeſt men , whome' nowe they are 
more bent againft then cuer : and therefore , brother , 1 
would thinke it excellent well, if the ſaid Lordes would 
hearken thereunto, and leaue the walled rownes, becwuſe 
there 1s no. certaintye in the people ( This he ſpeakes, 
by the people of Paris , who when they ſaw how the Mar- 


- ſhal of Montmorency had affayled, and in maner ynar- 
- med the Cardinal, did ſceme to miſlike of his enterpriſe) 


as larelyT did perceiue , Bur with the Nobilitic 1 am fully 
reſojued and ready preſte to deale, and for my parte wil 
ſpare no coſt, thinking that the ſoner would be the betrer, 
which makcth me defire you well co ſee. yntoir, and dili- 

| gently 
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gently thereof ro conſider, rogither with the ſaid Lorde 
of Montpenſier, and to ſend me worde of your detcrmi- 
nations, to the end that according'to the ſame 1 may take 
order with ſuch of the Lordes and noble men as remaine 
hereabout, and dwell wichin my goucrnement , who wil 
doe whatſocuer [ thal requeſt. 

Now muſt 1 not forget to certifie you, that writing 
this letter, I had the fight of the copye of another let- 
ter, which the lorde of Montpenfier wrote to the Marſhal 
of Montmorency, as an aunſwere to that which the ſaid 
Marſhal had written ro him concerning his goodly deede. 
I pray you thanke him in our. behalfes, but chicfly in 
minc , notwithſtanding I doe it in the letter which 1 doe 
write vato him: we all arc greatly behoulding to him. 
Moreouer if you ſee the Biſhop of Mans, it were nor a- 
miſe co moue him alſo inthe ſame affociation, for both: 
he and his friendes would be gladde to hearken there- 
unto, and we haue already conferred thereof, You might 
doe well alſo to write vnto the Lorde of Martigues, or 
if you can ſce him, it were better to commune there- 
of cogither . [ know his good will coward vs is nothing 
diminiſhed , and likewiſe he may be ſure of ours, as you 
may better giue him to ynderſtande , and I wilſcale ynto 
whatlocuer you and the ſaid Jordes ſhall agree vpon..L 
ſend chis meſſenger , purpoſedly rothe ende that by him 
I may the better be certified of your newes, Heamay tary 
with you fo long as you think good, and then come to 
me-into Champagne, Wricten the foure and rwenuecth of 
February 1565s. 

Seuen moneths before .the ſaid Guiſians had praQi- 
ſed another league in GuyEne, through the meanes of the 
lorde of Candales , the Marquiſe of Trans and others, 
whereof the Quezne mother being aduerriſcd,ſhe ſenx 


them word to paſlc on no further therein :which , not- 
withſtanding afterward when they perceyucd them ſel- 
ues ſtrengthened through the aduow of the principal in 
the Realme,they ſought to bring ro effeR. 
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On the other ſide the Marquiſe d'Ellebeufe , through 
che ſolliciring of the Duke of Aumale, did praftiſe his 
league in his gouernement of Touraine , gathering to- 
gither from all partes all the thicues and common mur- 
derers of the countrie , who ynder his protection dayly 
committed infinite robberies and ſlaughrers , ſo that nei- 
ther any honeſt man might eſcape without trauaile, nor 

| quietnefſe reſt without troubles. 
e Cardi= The Cardinal of Lorraine alſo for his parte praQtiſed 
tes pra- ſundry matters about the ſame time, and endeuored to 


l ſes, ap Agthe pr. of the Biſhopricke of Metz vnder 


- the Emperours proteCion, if the Jorde of Salcede' the 
Kings lieutenant at Marſault, had northrough force ſtop- 
ped the publication of the ſaid protetion. Vpon which 

occahonthe Cardinall skirmiſhed with him, and arreared 

ewarre called the Cardinals warre , wherein he had as 
good ſucceſſe, as in his entry into Paris, But albeit here- 
in he became a laughing ſtocke and execrable altogi- 
ther, yet did he ſtill beare a grudge vnto the ſaid Salcede, 
and razed him our ar faint Bartlemewes murder, procu- 
ring him to be ſlaine ar Paris, and his houſe viterly ro be 
ſacked. by 
-\-Burthe chicfe occaſion of ſuſpicton miniſtred rouching 
this matter, was that this drifte was nor execured without 
che counſaylof the Baron of Poluiller , rhe gouernour'of | 
Haguenau, who for that cauſe 'came to the Cardinalro | 

 Rembeuiller m Lorraine: who hath alfo bene a ſolliciter 
ofthe moſt parte of ſuch enterpriſes, as hauc bene pra- 
Qiſed againſt the eſtate of France , both during the 
warfes of / Picardie , and after that they were ended, 
This was he alſo who-endeuored to ſurpriſe the rowne 
of Lions, and to procure the 'countries of Brefle and Sa- 
noy toreuolte,through the counſail of the Cardinal of Ar- 
ras abourthe ende of the fayde warres. This was the fame 
Poluiller;,who pratiſed the King of Nauarre to reuolt,pro- 
miſing himin recompence the realme of Nauarre, This 


is that PoJuiller,who being the Cardinall of Lorrains bro- 
7 | ker, 
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lj goodly deedes: for he pilled his ſubices of the Biſhop- 
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ker,durſt praftiſe the Prince of Conde, vnder precence & 
yayne hope of helping him to the Jandes of the Biſhoprick 
of Merz,in caſc he would haue profefled the Romith reli- 
| gion: Wherefore the readers may well confider what coit- 
failisrobe hoped for at ſuch a counſaylours handes ,be- 
ing alſo coioyned vnto the Cardinall of Lorraine,who du- 
ring his aboade at Rembceuiller and in Lorraine,did many 


ricke of Metz vnder pretence of withdrawing the landes 
engaged vnto the Countic lohn of Nafſaw : He peiſwa- , 
ded the Duke of Lorraine to murder all his ſubic&es thax 
were of the Religion, which he had done in caſe the Lords 
of Caſteler and Baſlompierre had not with their coun- 


> faillreſtrayned him. He procured him alſo to banniſhe a | if 
eat number of the inhabiaunres of Pont-amoſlon, for Ni 

atredto the Goſlpell, Moreouer he ſuborned(ſome ſay he & 
defiled and forcibly rooke) the daughter of the Baylic of Ly 


Rembewillers wiues chamber mayde. Ld! 
The originall ofthe Duke d'Aumales letters to his bro- ,,,,, fle qi 
ther the Marquiſe, whereof we haue ſcene parte of an ab- for p48. { 
- ſtrat was preſented ynto the King,who thereupon hauing ring of I 
heard the depoſitis of one of his Knights of the order,who 7 * 
confeſſed thar he had ſubſcribed ro the aflociation afore 
mentioned in the ſaid lerters,cauſed in his priuic councill 
this ace folowing to be made, which here we haue ſer 
downe,to the ende thereby hereafter to conſider certayn 
notable crafres of Italian Cardinallike policies. 

This day being the 18.day of May 1565, the King 
being at Mont de Marſan affiſted by the Queene his mo- 
ther and his brother my lord the Duke of Orleans, hath | 
called and aſſembled the Princes of his blood, his priuic q] 


councill, and other his Lordes and Knightes of the order, Wl 
who were abour his perſon :ro whom he hath giuen to of 
vnderſtande how he hath bene aduertiſed, that in diuers Lite 
places of his Realme, there be made aſſociations, colle- Ris 
ions of coyne,cnroulings of men, gatherings of armour 4+; 
and horſes ; that ſome hauc ſo farre ſirayed from theic It! 
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THE LEGEND OF THE 
dueties,as to ſende men our of his Realme,ro haue intell1- 
ence and communication with forrein Princes without 


_ his knowledge,contrary to his Ediftes of Pacification, of 


maioritie, and other ordinances, declarations and prohi- 
birions againſt ſuch like matters, which he neither can,ne 
yer will belcue, by reaſon of ſuch accompr as he makerth of 
the affeion ayd ſyncere good wil of al his ſubics,tothe 
obeying of his comandements, } comogitic of his ſeruice 
and the quiet of his reaJme. Neverthelefſc ro the end ber- 
rer ro be inſtruſted in the trueth, he admoniſhed & char- 
ged themto tel him the trueth of al that they hauc heard. 
Which they haue done, & moreouer do moſt humbly be- 
ſeeche his maicſtic ro beleue;thatthey are ſo farre wide of 
theſe ſo pernicious praQtiſes, thar ry they be ready & 
preſt to ſpend their liues and goods, as alwayes they haue 
done, in procuring him tobe obeyed, and his ediftes and 
ordinances to be obſerued for the reſt and trranquillitie of 
his ſayd realme. And we declare ypon thcir liues and ho- 
nours,that rhey be inno wiſe parcicipat in any fuch inte]li- 
gences,or haue any comunications with ſuch as are dcft- 
rous to make any ſuch enterpriſes. Allo as for them ſelues, 
they know not the meanings of any aſſociations, leagues, 
othes,promiſes,or ſcales giuen ro any ſuch intent, and the 
ſame doe vtterly renotice, not minding in any wiſe to par- 
ticipare in them,as in things cbtraryto the @bedience due 
vnto his maicſtic,and ro the quiet of the realme,which ro 
their powers they wil defend and mainteyne, & therin fo- 
low or know no other _—— then his Maicſties, notin- 
tending for any private quare] or occaſion whatſocuer, to 
take or cauſe ro rake weapons in the behalte of any man 
living without his exprefle commandemer. Alſo although 
his Maieſtic doe ſufficiently knowe their Joyaltic and fhidg- 
litic, and be ofthe ſame ſo well aſſured, that in their opini- 
ons he can defire no other more aſſured profe the rhe ef- 
fees, yer were they content for the ſatisfying of his Ma- 
zeſties requeſt, ro ſigne this ate with their ſcales. Allo to 
zhe ende that vinderafalſe pretence no man may cloke his 


wicked 
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wicked intent vnder theirnames,& becauſe the princes of 
the blood, & orher Princes, Gouernours, Knights of the or- 
der & capraines being abſent might know & ynderſtand þ 
cotents aforeſaid, his Maieſtie willeth that this prefer ate 
be ſent vnto the,that byrheir ſcales,they may yeeld alike 
teſtimonie of their intents & good meanings1inthe ſame 
reſpeR,nolefle(as he afſureth him ſclf) faithful, thE thoſe 
who be about his perſon, & therefore will not belecue that 
they wil ſticke any thing at al thereat . For he. can not ac» 
compr ſuch as by their ſeales do refuſe ro make declararis, 
other then guiltie of ſuch enterpriles,fations, and intelli- 
gences,and ſo conſcquently worthie his euil wil,as conte- 
ners of the authoritic of him & his ediftes, perrurbers of 
the comon peace, & therin guilty of treaſon. And in thar 
caſe for ſuch doth he accomprt them & fro henceforth de- 
clare the. And ſo likewiſe of al} other who know any thing 
of the faid afſociations,fafions & coſpiracies, vnlefle thei 
prelEcly come & reucale what they are aſſured of vnto his 
Maicſtic,as is the ductie of good & lawful ſubiettes, whom 
alſo he intendeth & wil preſerue and defende to the vtrer- 
moſt of his power, taking them into his proteRtion againſt 
al ſuch as ſhal endeuour to offend them. In witnefſe wher- 
of, he hath the day and yere aforeſaid figned with his own 
handeto this pretent ate. This Ae noweſcrued as a 
pouder to throw in the proteſtanrs eyes,thereby to blinde 
the fight of ſuch rhings as were prattiſed againſt the, Alſo 
the Qucene mother according to the Cardinals inſtrufti- 
ons & remembrances, fained her {clf offended with 5 Gui- 
fians, thereby ro procure the chiefcſt Proteſtantes by litle 
& litle to come, & of them ſclues to fal uno the pitprepa- 
red for thE.The Cardinal alſo and his brethren made as if 
this a&te had rouched thE, but ſecretly knowing what they 
had ro do,they folowed their point. And thEdid letters of 
the ſigner flic into al places, ſo that therofproceeded what 
ſoeucr was afterward executed in the coiltrics of Tourayn 
and Maine, and other prouinces, to the preiudice of the 


Edits and vaderhand authoriſed againſtthe Proteſtants, 
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notwithſtanding whatſoeuer the Prince of Condies and 
others declarations. When then the CathoJicks remoued 
both heauen and earth, and brought al things into confu- 
fion,a paper decree, ſtuffed ful of tayre prerences,quieted 
and appeaſed al,bur if the Proteſtants ſtirred neuer ſolitle 
tothe end vnder fo violent atyranny to take breath, then 
was no ſpeech but of fire and blood,as witnefled the more 
then barbarouſe and turkiſh eruelties executed vpon the 
inhabitants of Pamiers, who falſly were accuſed of ſcditi- 
on,for that they would not ſuffer their throares to be cur, 
and yet at the firſt ſummons of the Lord of Ribouiller,be- 
conkk he came inthe Kings name, and promifed that they 
ſhould haue nothing done to them withour order of lawe, 
they ſubmitred them ſelues. 

The King inthe meane time arriued at Bayonne,where 
the holy league was renewed, which conteyned a full de- 
termination to root out al the Proteſtantes, without excep 
t16 of degree, kinde,ageor place. They ſhould haue begun 
in France, bur the preparatiues were ſomewhat long, for 
the Cardinal of Lorraine had not yer accopliſhed his pra- 
Riſes3n divers places with ſtraſigers : neither were the aſ- 
ſociarions within rhe realmg very wel affured.The Prince 
of Conde alſo and che Admiral being aduertiſed of al thar 
had paſſed at Bayon,as well through the late Prince of Ja 
Roche ſur-yon as otherwiſe, ſtood vp6 their garde,which 
cauſed all tor a while to be deferred. 

_ Abour-the ſame time began the warres of Flanders, 
by meanes wherof they determined, with the aduiſe of the 
Cardinal who daily was ſumoned to performe his promiſe 
as wel by the Cardinal Granuel as by the Pope,(for Gran- 
uel dayly aduertiſed him of althings)that without farther 
delay they ſhould vſe the Duke d' Albaes paſſage ro bring 
their conſpiracies ta effet:and divers meflages were ſent 

_ tothe Duke d' Albathereupon,Abour the ſame time allo 
namely in rhe yere 1 5 67 1n the moneths of Iuly, Auguſt - 
and ppmnrbody councils were holden at Marchais 


and Manccaux,whcreby ro derermine according to the 
| Cardinals 
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Cardinals remembrances, of the moſt alured and finall 
meanes, which were to be obſerued for the execution of 
their enterpriſes: and inthe Jaſt council holden ac Mar- 
chais through the Guiſians aduice,it was decreed that the 
King ſhould goe to Bois de Vincennes,and thither vnder 
ſome honeſt prerence ſhould ſend for the Prince of Con- 
dy and the Admiral: to the which commandementr if they 


| both,or any one of the did obey,he ſhould immediatly be 


apprehended: burn caſe they refuſed,then the fix thou- 
ſand Switzers who had bene leuied vnder pretence of de- 
fending Calais againſt the Queene of England, and allo 
to keepe the borders vntil the Duke d' Alba were paſt, leſt 
heſhould enterpriſe any thing againſt the Kings domini- 
ons,ſhould be employed. Alſo that they had ready twenty 
ewo companies of men of warre, already choſen and en- 
rouled ro muſter in armes, who were alrcadye charged, 
through whoſe helpe togither withthe ſaid Switzers,they 
might eaſcly ſurpriſe and aſſure them ſclues of the Prince 
and Admiral. And in the meane time thar with al rigour 
they ſhould reſearch the Proteſtants, touching their be- 
hauiours contrary to the edi ofRouſiillon, namely the 
gentlemen that had receiued into their houſes to the ſer- 
mons,any other then their own ſubictes, Wheteupon ar 
the inſtance and ſolliciting of the Cardinal of Lorrayn, it 
was decreed not long before his comming tothe Courte, 
that the great dayes ſhould be holden at Poictiers,eſpect- 
ally ro tend vyntothe procefle of thoſe who ſhould be foiid 
culpable in the ſaid pretended miſbehaviours, andthem 
to declare guiltic of treaſon: and ina{muchas rhoſe preſt- 
dentes and counſclours of the court of Parliament of Pa- 
ris,as were appointed to goethither, ſeemed inſufficient, 
partial and factious in the Cardinals fight, he cauſed to cut 
of ſeuen fron the liſte which was fuſt made,and in their 
ſteades did ſurrogate others of his owne creation and con 
ditions.For the country of Normandy he ſentthe maſter 
ofrequeſtes named S, Martin,to whom he procured a c6- 


miſtion to the ſame cnd with letters dueRed to the courr 
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of Parliament of Rouen, tending that with the ſaid de.S. 
Marun,they thould rend to the performance of his com- 
miſſion,and not breake vp the courte ,norwithſtanding ir 
were almoſt vacation time. | 
| On an other ſide the Cardinal endeuoured through rhe 
Conſtables meanes,to bring the Admiral and his brerhrs 
on fleepe,who had already written certaine letters, which 
dereQted the traines layed for them, The fixe thouſande = 
Switzers who were Jeuicd for the execution hereof, a- 
t this time came to the King to Meaux,who was enuj- 
ned with the Guifians,ſothat the Prince and the Admi- 
ral plainely percciuing.that it was againſt them and the 
Proteſtants thattheſe preparatiues were made, determi- 
ned before things were at a worſe poynR, to come tothe 
King,and for thar he was in both his and their enemies 
hands,they chought it beſt to rake into their company cer 
eaine gentlemen ofname, of their kinsfolkes and friends, 
to the number of a hundred or fix ſcore, alſo ro rake ſome 
weapons for their aſſurance: which the Cardinal and his 
adherents failed notto cauſe the King to take in very euill 
parte,and the more to prouoke him againſt the Proteſ- 
rants,they perſwaded him that his death was at hand,vn- 
lefſe with al ſpeed he got to Paris, ſeeing that the Prince 
of Condye and the Admiral came with fifreene hundred 
or twothouſand horſes,entending to force his maieſty,the 
Queene his mother and my Lordes his brethren, and ro 
enterpriſe ſomewhat againſt the cſtate:and rherefore the 
28 of September abour four of clocke in the morning.they 
cauſed the King to deparre, and put him among the Swit- 
zers,ſuppoſing that ifrhe Prince were ſo wel accompanied 
as they reported (which was falſe, for when he cameto 
ſpeake to the King betwene Meaux and Paris, he had not 
at the moſt aboue thre hundred horſe)thimgs mighr Frow 
to ſuch paſſe,thar ſtil ſome of their encmies of one fide or 
other might go to wrack. The Duke d' Aumale & certaine 
others followed the King, who about foure of clocke after 


noone atriued at Paris,wherethe Guiſians did exhort him 
neuer 
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never more to truſt the Huguenots, as himſelfe made 
ample Protcſtation. 


The Cardinal according to his cuſtome would not fol- The ſecon j 
lowthe King,but fained to take the way to Reyms: howbe- cinilwarri | 


it being met by certaine of his encmics,fled vpon a iennert 
of Spainc to Chaſteauthierry . Thus was the lecond warre 
kindled in France,and notwuhſtanding any the Prince of 


© | Condye or his adherents requeſtes for the reducing of al 


things into quiet, yet the Guthians and the Queene mo- 
ther to the end to be diſpatched of one or other,cauſed a 
batce] ro be foughtberwene Paris and S.Dionice, wherein 
the Conſtable was wounded to death. 

* This day broughtthe Cardinal and his a great conten+ 


* ration,inthat they ſawe themſclucs ridde of the Confta- 


ble,and thereby the way open vnto the accompliſhmene 
of their defires. For on the one fide, they cndeuoured to 
make the King a ſworn enemic vnto the Proteſtants, who 
ſo much had ſtopped the courſe of the Guiſian preferre+ 
ment,and ſo chrough him ro oucrthrow their aduerſarics. 
It was alſo requiſite ro haue ſome other mightie man 
more at commandement then the King,vnder whoſe au- 
thoritie they might ſhield themſclues in che execution of 
their paſſions.So ſone therfore as the Coſtable was dead, 
the Guifians counſeled the Queene mother to make the 
Duke of Anjou the King his brothers lieutenant general: 
and ſhe perceiving what commodirtie thereby ſhe might 
reape,did ſoone follow this counſcl.Whereupon the army 
marched,& the Guifians wholy gouerned the Duke of An 
iou, & vnder his ſhadow,both then & eucr ſince procured 
diuers ferches for the ouerthrow of the Proteſtants chicf- 
ly.But hereafter we wil ſhew. what injuries they haue done 
rothe ſaid Duke, in viinghim as an inſtrument to ſubuert 


al France. 


Now foraſmuch as the Proteſtants had preſently ſuc- The ſecoi,| 
cours out of Germanie, the Cardinal perceiued that by xdiof 1; 
going backward he mighrtiumpe the farther, ang therfore cficazion | 


when the Prince of Condes campe was before Chartres 
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in the yere r 5 68 he procured the King to ſend ſome men 
rothe Prince to conclude a peace,that is to ſay,ro vnarme 
the Proteſtants, whereby the more readily afterward to 
murder chem. For he could nor denie but that the Prote- 
ſtanrs were atthat time the ſtrongeſt, and yer not being 
compelled through wanr,elither of ſtrength or good ſuc- 
ceflc,did ſeparate and vnarme them ſclucs,opcning their 
townes to ſuch as the Queene and the Cardinal ſent in * 
the Kings name,vnder whoſe onely faith and worde, they 
pur away from them al aſſurance of liues and goods, yel- 
dingtheir naked breſtes vnto their aduerſarics ſwords and 
kniucs. Al the Proteſtant Lords & gentlemen departed to 
their owne houſes, whither when ſome could not find any 
ſure acceſſe, and others were fo cuil intreated,as that di- 
uers were moſt cruelly {laine & murdered, manie-of them 
were conſtrained to aſſemble themſclues rogerher(which 
was it that the Cardinal and his fautors deſired, as wel to 
finde occaſion to flaunder them as infringers of the E- 
dies, asalſo tothe end the more eaſily by ouerrunning 
of them to deſtroy them, and not knowing whatto door 
whither to go, totake the way into Flanders verie yndiſ- 
cretely,in that che King had'forbidden them the ſame, al- 
though they were through meere neceſſitie, which(as the 
prouerbe is)hath no lawe,compelled thereunto. Howbeit 
che puniſhment was ſo readie and extreeme,that the Car- 
dinal and his partakers ought ro haue bene content. They 
vicd in the execution thereof rhe Marſhal de Coffe his 
aide,ro the end to charge their rage vpon as wel one as 
other, Then ſent they a gentleman vnto the Prince of 
Conde, tro know whether he allowed of the ſaid leuic of 
men,whercin is to be ſeene aright Cardinals ferch,for the 
maintaining of the King in his rage,expelling the Prince 
out of the Court, cauſing ro oucrrunne him,or his troupes 
if he aduowed them, and ſoby litle and litle conſume his 
enemies. As forthe ſtrangers come ro the Proteſtants 
aide, they were preſently fent home, and the Prince and 


other Proteftants compelled ro borowe great ſummes of 
money 
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money wherewithto pay them: and yet through the Gui- 
fians commandements,the garriſon of Auxerre ſtole part | 
of thar money, ſlaying ſome of the guydes and ranſom- | 
ming others, withour anie kinde of juſtice, for the Lord of $1 
Prie gouernour of Auxerre,where this great murder was 8 
commircted, had the Cardinals word. 4 | 
We wil here nowe briefely rehearſe the practiſes which The Card \Þ 
the Guiſians after the ſecond peace, vſed for the more prath | 
ſpedic difſoluing thereof, and reducing the Realme into ſes for rh hy 
new troubles,thereby vtterly ro roore ourtthe Proteſtants third rrom | 
& ſoto aduance their owne affaires.' Wherin we witrecite 9: Ly 
part of the lamentation then publiſhed, referring to the [ith 
readers remembrance certainethe particularities here 0- 
mitted, the number whereof is ſo great, that it is vnpoſſi- | 
ble for one man to thinke vpon them al. The ſtrength th 
therefore and certaine affurance of this peace confiſted in \2. 
char,that the King, his brethren and their mother ſhould IL. 
wholy blor our al kinde of miſtruſt conceiued againſt the 
Proteſtants, wherein they hoped tharthemſclues had al- 
rcadic taken a verie good order,through their ſo readie''8& 
ſpedic obedience in forſaking their weapons, ſending a- 
way of ſuch of their power, as had bene ſufficient ro have 
ſubdued the Guifians and other their enemies,and in yel- 
ding thoſe places wherein conſiſtedtheir ſauegard. The 
Cardinal therefore ro the'end to preuent ſo greata com- 
modirie,which vndoutedly had ſpoyled his attemprs,ten- | 
ded onely to the entertaining of the King and the Duke | 
of Anjou(ftor as for the Queen morher,ſhe vicd her chil- 1 
dren afcer the Guifians defire)1n theſe miſtruſts and mor- 
tal hatreds againſt the Proreſtants, daily repearing and 
purting them in minde of new occaſions. Wherein he 
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hoJpe him ſelfe with two vertues, which alwaics he hath M| 
bene verie familiar withat, namely of boldnefſe ro in- 18 
ventalkmde'of lies, being ſti] afhiſted by men meete for ti, 
his purpoſe in that reſpeQ: and of ſuch ſhameleſle afſu- ff 


rance, thathe would nener be daſhed our of countenance, #- 
notwithſtanding his falſchoods were dereRed, His prafti- a 
ny, ſes [Y 
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ſes which he hath exerciſed for both the entertainement 
and deſtruRion of the nobilitie ar once, his briberic |and 
exaCions againſt the Clergic, and the goodly prerences, 


vnder the which for that purpoſe he hath ſhrouded him 


ſelfe,ſhal be reueiled in place conuenient. In the meane 
time we wil bcholde what iniuries he & his haue ſti] done 
rothe King,and generallly to the wholeRealme, wherein 
we wil againe ſpeake of the true complaintes publiſhed 
thercagainſt. | 
Soone after the peace, whereof the Cardinal ſent his 
mother word , thar he would hinder the execution, he 
rooke order by certaine preachers of his owne fattion,that 
the people mighrbe periuaded that it was a matter of con« 
ſcience to keepe this peace,nort only for that it was made 
with herertikes and Atheiſts, but allo becauſe through the 
neceſlitic of time it-was in\maner wreſted fromthe King 
by force. This cauſed that ſundric Catholikes made no 
conſcience of putting of al natural affction,and that the 
molt wicked finding the garc open vnto al theft and extor- 
fions, did without Roppe runne headlong into al kinde 
of miſchicfs,and the moſt horrible violences in the warld. 
Whereunco the wincking of iudges and parliamenits,be- 
ing for the moſt part ſubiet ynto the Guihans, did great- 
ly auaile,inſomuch chat within three or foure moneths af- 
ter, divers perſons of aleſtates profeſling the Religion 
were murdered,the particularities whereof we wilreferre 
ynto the hiſtoric of our time.Bur in this place are two-no- 
_ table particularities. Preſently after the peace,the Catho- 
likes of Amiens among other,murdered fix or ſeuen ſcore 
Prorceſtants of al kindes,ages andconduions. Now tothe 
cad to make men belccue,that they ſought to chaſtiſe and 
puniſh ſo wicked and curſed a deede, they ſent thither the 
Marſhal de Cofle, who impriſorted the authours of this 
murder : but ſoone after ar theſolliciting of the Cardinal, 
they were releaſed & ſer at libertic, for he in ful counſayle 
afhrmed that rhey ought to take pitic of theſe poore pri- 
ſoners , who through a godly zeale of Religion had __ 
| '. MOUCE 
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moued todo this deede, and: that him ſclfe would be the j 
firſt that ſhould ſue for their pardon,and ſo for aforme of 
iuſtice they cauſed to whippe three or foure raſcals, whom | 
they perſuaded to confeſle what they were, and in picture þ 
| executed ſuch bs indeede ought tohaue bene purtthed in 
perſon, who alſo were preſent at the execution of their 
owne pictures. j 92129 | > 
Toward the.endof June inthe ſameyere 1 5 6 8,was 
Rene of Sauoy Lord of Sipierre'murdered in Prouence, 
togither with five and thirtie gentlemen and ſouldiers of | 
his tcaine,according to a certame precept which the Gui» \ | 
fians ſent vnro the Baron des Arts: and fifrene daies be- | 
fore the {aid murder, the Cardinal of Guiſe in much com- 
| panic ſaidthatthey might alreadie accompr the Lord of 
Sipierre for a {laine Captaine, andthar ſo they ſhoulde 
ſhortly haue al the reſt. | 
By theſe and infinite ſuch other deedes,the Proteſtants 
inſtead of being raken into their houſes with the freedom 
of conſcience according tothe Edit, were now forced to 
flie,the rownes being in ſtead of rownes;become dennes 
of Tygres and Lions. And afterwarde the gouernours;par- 
liaments & other officers, whome rhe Cardinal vicd at bis 
pleaſure, and who alſo for the moſt pare were not verie 
defirous to publiſh the peace; leaſt thereby rhey ſhoulde 
loſe the meanes to ſpoyle after their viual maner, had 
; thcirexcuſc readic ; namely that the people being thus 
 moued alreadie, it was not beſt to proceede anie far- 
ther for feare of marring all. In the meane whilc,the 
King him fſelfe was nor onely entertayned through a "| 
thouland falſe and impudent, ſflaunders in the miſtruſt i 
alrcadie. concelued of his ſubicRes, which is the grea- 
tcſt miſchiefe that may alight vpon anie Prince : bur al- fl 
ſo contrarie vnto al royal generolitie, was put in fearc and f 
reduged to this pointythat he was fully perſu2ded thar ir 
, was ynpoſlible Gar he thoulde be thorowly obeyed, vn- 
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lefe the one pait of his ſubietes might be permitted to 


& deſroye.che other,and therefore itwas an cafic matter | 
tor [ 
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for the Cardinal to wreſt the edi of peace into an occa- 


fion of a thouſand milhons of rroubles. 

| Morcouer,the Cardinalforeſecingtharif all the prote- 
ſtants ſhould aronce be turned out at doores,they might 
aſſcmble and fortifie themſclues againe in ſundrie places, 
therefore prouided againſt that miſchiefe as followeth, 
yea , he preſumed to write into the prouinces, that they 
ſhould not credirthe Kings letters, vnlefle they had ſome 
other affured rokens . Firſt he procured the edit by lile 
and litlc to be publiſhed, fomerime here and ſomerime 
there,to the end to drawethe moſt needy and ſimple per- 
ſons into the townes : but with this watchword, that the 
gares ſhould be kept wich armes euE more diligently then 
ducing the warres,thar they ſhould vtrerly vnarme the : 
Proteſtants ar-their entrye;'that they ſhould not permit 
any thar once wereentred, to get forth 4gaine norwith- 
Kandinge they abiured:- And in al this rhe Cardinal was 
ſowel obeyed, thatfew townes eſcaped withoutſome ma- 
nifeſt and open murder,beſides al other violences which 
were exerciſed, to the-end to make the moſt conſtant to 
reuoltwhich could not but come to paſſe when the ſword 
was once taken from the Kmg andauſtice,and commnred 
to the hands ofthe communalrie with al immunitie.Alfo 
to the end to be affured tharneuer a proteſtant might ef< 
cape, the Cardinal ganethe King to vnderſtand that he 
thouldneuer remaine ſafe from the Huguenors praftiſes, 
ynlefle the rownes which they had holden, rogether with 
ſuch as were their captaines neighbours were furniſhed 
with good and ſtrong garriſons:ſo that this was no ſooner 
counſelled, bur it was alſo commanded. Alſo yerfor their 
more aſſured deligs herin,jfthere were any captain renow 
med for theuery,or cruelty,cither any who had euverapri 
uare quarel,or any company! giuen ouertoal lendenefle, 
choſe were ſure to be preferted, how many ſocuer there 
were ofthem,to rhe ende torepleniſh the rownes ſoſone 
as they were yelded, or to-lye abour the houſes of the 


Prince of Condie,the Adwirall and other dh 1" 
the 
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a- |. the Cardinalhatcd,and:ſtood in moſt feare of, Alſo when | 
-_ oneofthe priuie Councill chaunced roſhewe the ſayde 
Cardinal! that it was to be feared,leaſt hereby the Prote- 


ſtantes ſhould ouer ſoone percciue and ſme]] chat they | 
would nor obſerue the edi, alſo leaſt the Catholikes 


} l 
- ny ſhould complaine of being ouerpreiled,the charges being | | . 
Jo fo great that the King were nor able ro beare them:he an- | 
ne - | fwered, ſaying, You knowe not what you ſay. For the firſt "y 
le | oftheſetwo pointes, the anſwere is ready , namely thartir \ 
Ne 1s for the maintceining of both parties in peace according } 
r to the edit:and as for the ſecond , for the Souldiers lod- 4 
he ging among the Huguenots , and ſoan hundred fould o- F. 
en uercharging of them, as touching Cortifings,all ſuch mat- 

ie | trersſhallighevpon their coffers: & howſocuer it be, their 

it confications ſhall paye for all, and ouer and beſides ſuch 
h- recompences, ſhall diſcharge the Kings debts. {Il 
as The Cardinalnor yer content;to the end rokeepe the 
a ſaid lords of the Religion from comming to the court, and 

ht more ſurely to prouide for the execution of his drifrs,per- 

to ſuaded the King that his perſon ſhould neucr be in ſafcrie, 

rd withour keeping himſelte as it were ſhut vp in Paris for a 

:d |  rime, andnot to ſtray away thence but by licle and Jirle . 

fo This when he had ebrtaincd, for the bercer keeping of: his 

f priſoner,he made drawbridges,and other gardes/n al the 

1e waics and entries into Paris,as in time of open warre. 

S 4 Hauing thus framed his nets, he made an Edit in the 

th Kings name, wherewithto drawe all the Proteſtants into 

d the rownes, there to murder them or keepe them priſo- 

cr ners in their owne houſes, at the mercice of a n!mber of * 
1r thicues,vntil the appointed houre for the Sicilian cuen- 
w ſong.And to'the{end men might the berrer coceiue here- 6 
rl of,we haueſcrdowne the Edift.conteining as followerh. The Ki | 
©, Like as to procure the obſcruing, interteyning and inujo- Edif of |, 
re lable keeping of the contentes of our Edi&,made for the Cardina (| 
1E pacification of the laſt rroubles, chanced-in-rhis our dew: , 
1C Realme among our ſubicRes, we hauc heretofore written ;o wha | 


IE and ſent word ynto our gouernours of our prouinces our 
| M.J. and 
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intent and plcaſure as followeth : Thatthe gates of our 
townes ſhould be open vnto ſuch our ſubie&s as do pro- 
feſle the reformed Religion, and that them ſclucs ſhoulde 
be recciued and ſctled in their houſes in ful poſſeſſion of 
their goods,as before the ſayd troubles they were : lea- 
uing their weapons atthe gates of the ſayd rownes,accor- 
ding to an order which to thatend we hauc ſentinto all 
partes and places of our dominions. So nowe becing 
fince aduerriſed,thart ſundric our ſubicRes of the ſaide 


Religion, raking an opinion that they can nor be receiued- 


into the ſaiderownes, cicher becing entred, cannot tarie 
without becing oppreficd and moleſted by other the in- 
habirances, haue therefore retired into the fieldes armed 
in grear companies, there committing infinite cuils and 
oppreſſions againſt our poore people,ſo thar it is to be 
fcared leaſt they may procure in our Realme new trou- 
bles ( whercunto deſiring to prouide as 1t is requiſite) 
we hauc againe ſaid and declared,and now do ſay and de- 
clarethatour intent alwayes was and ſti] is: That the ſaid 
of the Religion pretended reformed, as well ſuch as haue 
borne armes, as all others comprehended in the bounds 
of our Edi, ſhall haue free encrie,and be recciucd into 
their manſion houſes, whereinco we will and doe mcanc 


ces and rownes, baylicfs, Scheſchals and others our 
iuſtices and officers of the ſame , by whome they ſhall 
be ſummoned foto doe with al gentlenes poſlible, main- 
tayned in peaccable poſſcfiion and vie of their ſayde 
oods, and preſerucd from alliniurics and opprefiton: to 
Js end thart in all ſurerie and quiernes,they may with 0- 
cher our ſubices of the Catholike Religion, vnder the 
benefire and according to the true meaning of our Edi& 
of pacification,liuc in al aſſurance and quiernes : taking 
them into our proteQion and faucgarde, and giuing cue- 
rie man: charge with the cuſtodie the one of the other, 
Alſo in caſe anic do goe againſt this our determination, 
our will and pleaſure is that allſuch be puniſhed with the 
6-2: 664 ll | extremities 


that they be admirted by the gouernours of our prouin- 
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extremitie and rigour of our EdiRes and ordinances of 
wharſocuer Religion that they be, without exception of 
erſons.| Allo okerefdines afrer theſe ſ\mmons and cal- 
ing, anie ſhalbe found enemies of common tranquilitie, 
or till keeping the ficldes, there to moleſt our ſubieCtes, 
or to gather together in armes; to begin arnie newe trou- 
bles: We will and our intent is, that all our ſaide gouer- 
nours of prouinces and rownes, all Bayliefes, Scneſchals 
and other our juſtices and ofticers,euerie man in his owne 


muriſdition as to him appertaineth, ſhal aflemble ſuch | 


numbers of men of warre, whether of men of armes, of 
footemen being in our payc; or inhabirants ofrownes and 
villages, as they ſhal rhinke conucnient andneceflaric,ac- 
cording tothe aduertifements which they ſhal recciue of 
the perfe& number of the ſaid perturbers of the com- 
mon quiet, for ro ouerſert them, and by all ſuch meanes 
as them ſclues ſhall thinke conuenient, them ouerthrowe 
and heaw in picces,in ſuch wiſe as may be for our ſtrength 
and obedience : For ſuch is our will and pleaſure, Giuen 
at Paris the 19.of May 1 5 6 8. Charles. Roberret. 

This EdiQ conteineth infinite clauſes and guiles of the 
Cardinal for the rooting our of the Proteſtants, aſwel with 
inthe townes as in the heldes,which the murders follow- 
ing,together with an other practiſe now ro be ſeene, did 
bur ouer truely verifie,to the great intereſt of the whole 
Realme,and perpetual ignominie of the royal Name. 

Al men do knowe thatthe profice of al countries con- Other of 
ſiſteth cſpecially in trafike and marchandiſe, which is the rhe Card: 
thing which moſt commendeth France aboue al countries za! /leigh 
in the world. Now did one of the Articles of pacification for kindlr 
import,that the rownes ſhould immediatly be reſtored in- of the thi 
ro ſuch eſtate as they were before the troubles, &altrafike cir warr 
& marchandiſe reſtored. The Cardinal nor being able ro 
abide that, & deſirous that in France there mighe ſhortly 
appeare as manyy robberies,cuen at the Kings & his poore 
peoples coſtes,as there be bridges and paſſages ouer ri- 
ucrs: To be briefe, to the end there might be no trafficke, 
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lettersor pu;ſcs which thirtene.ribbauldes were nor ſufhi- 
cicentto viſite from one place to another, thereof tomake 
repotte:vnto the ſaid Cardinal,wemuſt marke what order 
hc rooke, vnder colour ſaid.hg to keepe the Proceſtantes 
fromaſſembling'cogither to tonſpire! againſt the Kinge. 
As indeede that was one marke:- thathe ſhot at,together 
with certaine other more high-atremprs, in caſe higenter 
priſes againſt the Prince of Condye and the Admirall had 
had good ſuccefſe, Howbeit the commiſit6 which then he 
procured, more manifeſtly did -reueile the iniurie which 
he didto the King and the reahne: alſo his. vehement de- 
fireto trouble al the eſtare, tothe ende to exalt his owne 
race through his encmics ouerthrowe.; This therefore 
wasthe tenour ofthe commiſſion, made abourrhe time of 
the edi afore ſer downe : namely inthe-moneth of Maye 
1568.The King hath ordeined captaine N.in the rowne of 
N.there toremaine Captaine and keeper of the bridge 
ai paſſage: ro whome ſhal/be deliucred twelue men to. 


Iiſt bis perſon, whome he; may command wharſocuer he 
thinkethmeer & conuenieftfor the Kings ſeruice. which 
ewelue men his maieſtie ſha] pay,ouer and beſides the en- 
rextainment alowed tothe ſaje capraine. He ſhal firſt pro- 
cute to make a drawbridge overthe ſayde paſſage, which 
he and his wwelue men ſhall, daye and night diligentlye 
and warily-watche and keepe ; not permitting any to paſle 
ynleſſe he firſt knowe whence he commeth, whither he 
goeth, what his buſineſlc is and who himſelfe is. Alſo ſec- 
ing any numbers of men approchingto the paſſage ouer 
the ſayd bridge, he ſhall preſenely-cauſe it to be drawne, 
not ſuffering the paſſage tobe raken before he be aſſured 
ofthe ſame, & do know that rhey'/haue no meanes to hurt 
him. Alfo to the ende thar he & hisrwelue men with him 
may continually remaine at the ſaid bridge,with al conue- 
nient commodities, he ſha] immediatly rake order for the 
making of a lodge neere vntothe ſaid bridge, whither he 
and his ſouldiers may retire,lodge and accommodare the 
ſclues,in not going fromthe ſaide bridge or am "+ 
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thecuſtodic (thereof; and to the ſame. effe his maicſtie 
hath wricren to the inhabitants of che ſame towne,.thar 
they at their/owne coſt da make the ſaid lodge and draw- 
bridge. Alſo foraſmuche'as tmay greatly aduantage the - 
ſaid captaine rowarde his kwrekeeping of the ſaid bridge, 
and /prouiding that thero beino- meancs to: ſurpriſe the 
ſatne,to haue knowledge of things done in the {aid-quar-. 
rers,heſhal endeuour wdiſcouer ro his power the aCti- - 
ons and intences. of thoſe of the new religion: and hea- 
ring of any thinge pretudicial ro the Kings maicitics ſer- 
uice,he ſhal looke diligench to his charge, and giue war- 
njng'vnro the Capraine ofthe next bridge, patlage or 
rowne : and the like ſhatallorher capraines do,who haue 
commaiſiton for the keeping of any other bridges. or-paſla- 
ges,tiltime the King be rhereof aduertzled,ſo.thathe may 
rake ſome order. And alrhough the principal caute which 
moued the King ro commivthis capraine to the charge of- 
_ the bridge or paſſage aforeſaid, 4s for. the ſafe cuſtodic 
thereof,yer ſhal he for his part rake ddigencheede; thar 
the Proteſtants-haue no-preachings or other exerciſesof 
rheir religion,in any other place then his maicſtic hath ro 
them ordeined andettabliſhed;ns wel bythe contents of 
his ediQes of: pacification, as allo. by the rule-prefcribed: 
fince the publication of che laſt-cdi&.He ſhal hearken and 
rake good hede(as muchaspoſkbly he may)thatthe pro- 
reſtantes make no enroulings of men of ware, no 1lcuycs 
or colle&ions of coynearo valawtul aflemblies,or no! mo-: 
rions of warre, 8ither where his chatge lyeth,orin'any 0- 
| therplacethereabout: but hal prouide for fairhtul men ro 
aduertiſe him,and ifneedebe to ſend ſome ofthe $skilful- 
leſt abour hit, and ſuch as haue any vnderftanding.or do 
ſeme meer ro penetrate into the ſaid Proteſtants affaires, 

_ tothe end they may/certifiehimof wharſocuer they can 
Jearne our . /He ſhal endeuour ro knowe whether. there be 
any gentlemen of the Kinges fide, that be difpleaſed,or do __ 
ſhewe anic countenanceto fauour or followe the ſaid pro- 


reſtanrs, any whome they-haue ſuborned or motioned ro » 
M. ij. make 
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make any praiſes or drifts teding ro the ſurprifing of any 
the Kings towns,& haue nor diſcloſed the ſame,ro the end 
to keepe the ſaid praQtiſes or enterpriſes the more ſecret & 
farther from ſuſpicion. He ſhal alſo labour whE rhe ſaid Pro 
ecſtants do holde their Synodes & aflemblies, thorowly'to 
dere&t & ynderſtand the cauſes of the ſame,together with 
the conclufions therof. He ſhal finde meanes to gerin vn- 
der ſuch pretence as he ſhall thinke beſt, ſome wile and tru 
{tic perſon, who may know and ſmclout the ende of their 
ntentes , and giue him a gopd accompr of al that bath 
bene propounded or agreed ypon in the ſaid afſemblies, 
he ſhalrake hede that there bejno afſemblies made in any 
rowne or place forbidden and defended, cirher any ſecxcr 
excrciſc ofthcir religion. Tothe end allo that his maicſtic 
may be ſcrucd as appertaincrh,& with good knowledge a- 
mong his truſty & faithful ſubieRts, the ſaid capraine ſhal 
often commune with the goue who hath the charge 
of the rowne, of ſuch Ki. as may fal out touching his 
ſaid maicſtics ſcruice, &the one not to encroche vpon the 
others authority, ct any diſpleaſure or controuerſy ſhould 
breed berweene the ſaid goucrnour & him, He ſhal curi- 
ouſly enquire who be the ſupetinrenders ouer the. prote- 
ſtanrs affaires in the ſaid country,what their penſions are, 
and whether they do ſcnd any meſſengers into forein coil 
tries, & to what end. He ſhallalſo certify the King of alſuch 
matters as hc hath lcarned, touching any the ſaid matters 
or a_ things rending to his maicſties ſeruice, neither 
ſhal he faile of ſending weekly one or more meflengers ac 
cording as marters ſhal fal out:& the ſame ſhal he addreſle. 
co my Lord the Kings brother and licutenant general, who 
ſhal giuc him anſwere. And thefaid captain may certifice the 
King & my ſaid lord his brother of al that he knoweth by 
{ding his Jerrersto him that(hal haue the cuſtody of the 
next bridge,&ſo from hand to hand ſhalthe ſame be con- 
ucied by other captaines hauing like commiſſion, vntothe 
King,or my Lord his brother. 

Now may any man hauing wir or diſcretion confider in 
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CARDINAL OF LOR. 
this comiſho wonderful policies of 5 Cardinal, & new pre 
paratiues for warre,by 5 mcanes wherof he aduanced him 
ſelf. Alſo how by theſe drifts y third ciuil warre was ſone ki- 
dled,for in lefie the rwo monerhs after peace;there were 
abouc ten thouſand perſons {laine here & there: & in the 
meanc time 7 Cardinal boaſtedthathe would kil more be- 
rwene twotreſtles,the 5 King could v al his power : & ſent 
word ordinarily to Rome & other places,thatthey had diſ- 
patched more Huguenors in one day during the peace, 
then in one moneth whiles the warres con > le 


Beſides al this,the Cardinal doubting leſt the Catholiks The les, | 
woulde not ſufficiently rebel, procured them to make bro- of he C/ 
therhoodes, leagues,and aſſociations, wherein ſundry of tholiks. 


the Parliaments and nobilitic aſſiſted them, gathering to 
gether of money,giuing their othes,enrowling of ſouldi- 
ers,together with ſuch other matters concerning the cn- 
rertainement of their brotherhoodes,which they called 
of the holy Ghoſt. As in the rowne of Dijon through the 
driftes of the Lord of Tauannes, and one, named Begad a 
counſclour of the parliament, the like league was made, 
and when certaine ſtandersby demanded whether it were 
by the Kings authoritic, the ſaid Begad anſwered,that he 
had his maicſtics letters for that purpoſe, which Tauannes 
had deliucrcd to one of his ſecretarics, who the could nor 
be found. Alſo that though the King liked not thereof, yer 
they nede nor to feare,for he knew wel enough whither els 
to repaire. Morouer,j they were nottoregard ſuch Jetters 
as the King ordinarily write to f ſaid Tauanines,or vntothe 
court of Parljament,tEding to the obſcruario of 5 edift,for 
they coteined another miſtery which alj world vnderſtood 


_ not. The like was alſo done in Bourgundy & other places. 
In the meane time the exerciſe of religion was torbid- -,,. 
deninthe hic and low countreis of Auucrgne and n al 0- ,j,o | 


ther parts pertaining to the kings brethren,and co certain 
Princes of the blood. In other prouinces were dayly pre- 
parations for 5 apprehending of the principal, & yetby let- 
ters direed vnto ſuch gouerners as had 5 wachword,thcy 
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were charged tolet the gentlemen of the Religion vnder- 
ftand, that the Kings minde was wel to intrearthem, and 
ro maintaine them in the exerciſe of their Religion, ther- 
by giuing them to wit, that he accounted them as his faith 
ful and good ſubieRs and ſeruants : and that ſuch broyles 
as they wb of,rended only to the afſuring of his eſtare 
againſt ſundric townes men, inſolenr and ſeditious per- 
ſons, and ſo aftetward ro the! reſtoring of al things into 
quiet eſtate,and ro the fauouting of the nobilitic as wel 
of the one as orher Religion; for rhat they archis princt- 
pal ſtrength, cauſing them to fiue magreement vnder the 
aurhoritie of his Edites. Theſe now werefaite wordes : 
bur leaſt certaine Catholikes,not being ſufficiently trained 
in the Cardinal and his adherents affayres, hearing ſuch 
letters, might quaile, there were alſoother ſecret letters, 
ſenrwitt-commandement to communicate the ſame yn- 
ro ſuch, as. were accompred meete tobe calledro like ae 
comptes. This enterpriſe did the Cardinalalſo commuz 
nicate ynrothe Cardinal of Crequies agent atthe Caſtle 
of Madritin Auguſt 1 5 6 8, whercof the ſaide agenit 
did atlarge write ynto his maſter: the veric wordes of his 
Jetter which was ſurpriſed and brought to the Prince of 
Conde , haue we here ſer downe'. They haue (faide the 
Cardinal ro this' agente) taken good order encric where, 
tharthe King|may remaine maſter, that the chiefe maye 
be caught, and all opportunitte of garhering rogether ta- 
ken from them, tothe ende that hauing brought them 
to that point, as by the order alrcadie taken it wil be 'cdfie 
ro doe, we may then vtterly roore out this vermine (for 
ſo'did rhe Cardinal call the Proteſtanres)becing enemies 
vnto God, the King and the eſtate, and not leaue onein- 
feed perſon in the Realme, becauſe it is ſuch a ſeede 
as ſtill will budde out newe miſchiefe; vnlefle we ſhoulde 
take this waye, whereof our neighbours doe ſer before 
' vs ſo goodly examples . Attending which time, that . 
can not be paſt this moneth, it is rthoughr beſt in all 
dhe prouinces ro ſpeake fayre ro.the principal of them, 

and 
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ef and to ſuch of the Nobilitic as ſeeme leaſt affe&edro | 
nd theſaide Religion , thereby onely to content them in da- 
or lying, and as much as may be lulling them on lcepe, as 
th | alreadydiuers hauc hearkened therto, and doe beginne ro 
es | afſurerhemſclues:yeaſome come,& ofrheir owne accorde 
re | doe burnetheir winges inthe candle, & yet doe we hope 
r= welthat more will doe the like, who we know arc already 
to ſhaken ,This way vndoubtedly we ſhal ſone winne our pro 
el ceſſe,and obreine aſſured viforie , withour any great la- 

7 bour orrefiſtance againſt the enemies of our faith . Theſe 

1C were the Cardinals fetches, which rogither with dmers 0- 

$2 rherpraQtiſes,, whereof we wil in more conuenient place 

td ' | make mention,did kindle the fire of the third ciuil warres, 

IT po 4 longer continuance and more tedious then the 

Sz TCOIt., © | 

1- The'Prince of Conde toward the ende of the ſame mo- The th:re 
ed neth, in great haſte ſaued him ſelfe by departing from cn/war? 
_ Noyersin Bonrgundic,where he ſhould haue bene enclo- 

e ſed within ewo dayes after,& gat to Rochell, againſt which 

it | place,the Catdinal had already praQtifed many things, but 

is he troubled his head in vayne . Then was the warre open: 

f and whyle they prepared to cauſe the Catholicke army ro 

e march ynderthe condudt of the Duke of Anyou, the Car= 

of dinal deuiſed two Edifes publiſhed both in one day inthe 

c | Parliament of Paris, namely the 28. of September, ro wir, 

- | thethudday after that they had bene framed inthe coun- 


n cill, In thefirſt, the King making along diſcourſe of things 
e happened in his Realme through the Religion, declarerh 
r among other things,that the Edi of Ianuary,wherein he 
$ granted the Proteſtanres leaue to exerciſe their Religion, 
- was but prouifionall attending his maiority : alſothat now 
- he was no lenger minded to permitthe edites rouching 
- Religion to ſtand any longerin force. Alſo that now being 
\_ cometo his maioritye, he forbidderh all excerciſe of the 
| | fame within his dominions, willing perpetually that rhere 


be no other exerciſe of Religion, ſauing the Romaine in all 


{ . bis juriſdictions, vnder payne of confilcation of body and 
hs ads | goods, 
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goods. Alſo vnderlike penalty,he chargeth al minifters of 
the ſaid Religion, to auoyde his Realme within fifteene 
 dayes : forbidding neuertheles that any of the ſaid Religi- 
on be reſearched intheir conſciences,ſo long as peaceably 
chey wil liuc in their houſes, In the other he declared thar 
from thactime forward he did not intende to vſe the ſer- 
 uice of any of the ſaid —_— , and thereby did ſuſpend 
them from their offices and funftions: commanding them 
to come, and giue vp the ſame into his handes within 
fifteene dayes, or elſe him ſelfe woulde otherwiſe pro- 
uide. Theſe two Ediftes had long bene vpon the file, and 
the Cardinall afarre of ſhewed the ſame ro the Catho- 
lickes, to moue them to come to the offring, and to bring 
incoyne for the armyes paye, wherein he, the Queene 
mother, and their mynions vſcd their wonted ſportes. 
j Bur theſe Edites were more preiudicial ro the Catho- 
-% lickes then they ſuppoſed, for moſt of the Proteſtantes, 
who otherwiſe were not determined ro haue gone out at 
che doores, behoulding this ſo manifeſt periurye , where- 
with the Cardinal diffamed the houſe of Valois, tooke 
che fieldes preſently. Alſo the Proteſtante Lordes ſene 
cheſe Ediftes intoEngland and Germany, as aſſured te- 
Kimonies rh&they were not purſued, as ſeditious per- 
| fons0or aſpirers vnro the crowne ( as before it had bene 
noyſed ) but as defenders of the Goſpel, which the Catho= 
lickes endeuored toroote our of France. This was allthar 
the Cardinall or his adherents gate thereby. Abour this 
eimc,were many writings publiſhed againſt the preſum- 
ptuous and ambitious cruelty of the Guilians, bur chicfly 
againſt rhe Cardinall, whoſe nature was amply deſcribed 
by acertaine learned French Poete, in a certaine Sonnet 
comprehending a curſe in the ende, 
| Andforthatthe ſaid Sonner is prety, & neuer yet to my 
knowledge was pur in print, I hauc here preſented the 


fame to eRcadcr. My 
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| Sonnet. 
De fer de feu,de ſang, Mars,V ulcan,Tiſyphone, 
Ba#tirforgea,remplit,l ame,le cueur lt main 
Du meurtrier, embraſeur; du tyran inlnmain 
Qui rue, bruſle, perd la Francoiſe Comronne. 
D'wn Scythe,d'umCyclope, v7 d'un fier Leftrygont, 
La cruauted ardenr,es la ſanglante faim, 
Lui Þ anime, eſchauffe,gr conduit ſon deſſein, 
Rijen que fer,xien que fen,rien que ſang ne reſonne. 
Pnuiſſe-il par le fer crue mourir, 
On par te feu du ciel horriblement perir, 
Et voir du ſang des fiens la terre eftre arrouſes: 
Et ſoit rouilie,eftaint,os ſeche par lapaix, 
Le fer le feu,le ſang,cruel,ardant,eſpars, 
£ ui tue,ard &3 rougit la France diſſi 
This third cjuil warre beginning in ORtober 1568,con- 


tinewed to the beginning of Auguſt 1570, the hiſtorye 


whereof hath bene at Jarge written and publiſhed, wherin 
is to be ſeene how the Catholickes and Proteſtantes have 
one deſtroyed the other,by viewing what bactailles haue 
bene fought, what places befieged and taken, or what: 
raincs and ſouldiers hauc bene ſlaync: ſo that the Fren 
men haue commitred againſt them ſclues, that which 
peraduenture all other nations in Europe together could 
not haue accompliſhed . Whiles in the mcane time the 


. Cardinal behelde this bloody tragedie, and protiſed all 


meanes to make the one parte ro deſtroy the other . And 
for that it would be an infinite labour to deſcribe all his 
driftes,it ſhall now ſuffice ro conſider parte of his ſubrilties 


 viedduring this third ciuill warre. 


Firſt he aflured him ſelfe of the Kings perſon , whom he 
ledde hither and thither according asthings fell our, and 
ſo prouided that nothing might be done without his ad- 
uice. He ſcrucd alſo in ſtead of a fircbrand to kindle the 
King more & more againſt the Proteſtants, chiefly againſt 


the chief of them, in whoſe reſpe& he praiſed all kinde of 


violences and treaſons for the compaſling of his purpoſes, 
Joe 
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youre being raken priſoners were (notwithſtanding all yo- 
ed faith)ſ{laine,others were poiſoned;againſtothers were 
murderers hiered , vnto whom*the Cardinal gaue grear 
rewardes. CORO SE 41 KA 
| Then gatte he'many ſeruanres abour the Duke of An- 
- jouthe Kings lieutenanrgenerall, by whom he mightin- 
cenſe the ſaid Duke againſtthe Protcſtants.This was of fo 
dangerous —— vnto the Prince of Conde, thar 
finally it coſt hity hiFlife. For Monreſquiou, the {aid Dukes 
Capraine of his garde,flewthe Prince, whonrthe lordes of 
Argence, and of S. lohn had raken prifoner. Vnder the 
ſame policic the-faid Duke!would grant no fafe conduite 
yntEthe lorde de PEſtranpe; the deputie in the behalfe of 
the Proteſtant Lordes'& Princes in June'1 569, who ſhould 
hauec gone to preſent their ſupplication'ts the King, as tou- 
ching ſuch meanes and remedies,'as he knew moſt conne- 
nientand profitable for appealing ofthe warre, and eſta- 
Mliſhing of a perfe&peace. | | 
' The ſame policye did the Cardinall vſe in hindering 
- concluding of the peace : For being cerrified rhat the 
\dmirall had ſent the faid ſupplication to his coufin the 
farſhal of Montmorency, that he might offer the fame to 
he King, he prenented the ſaid Marſhal , alleaging vnto 
cKing,rhar ir was no reaſon thar ſuch rebellious ſubjeRs 
ould fpeake ro the King afarre of, alſo thar'vnlefſe they 
ame and yelded them ſelues to his metcie, they were nor 
be heard, bur with weapons tobe ſubdued,Accordingto 
ich counſayte rhe King ſhewed the ſaid Marſhall of 
fontmor&cy,thar he would neither looke vpon, or heare 
y thing that came fromthe Proteſtants, but chiefly from 
e Admiral, before he had taken them ro fauour, which 
e would doe in cafe they would yelde ro doe their due- 
ies : as if afore the ſaid Admiral] and his men had notmoſt 
arneſtly entrcared rhe ing, like as now againe in this 
ſupplication rhey did,for theſe wordes were therein con- 
reincd: They doe moſt humbly defire your Maicſtye to 
graunt, and generally permitro all your ſubicfes of roam 
CItarg 
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eſtate or condition ſo cuer they be,free exerciſe of theis 
rcligion in al rownes, villages and boroughes, andin al o- 
xacr partes & places of your realme-and countries in your 
obedjzence and proteQion, without exceprion, moderatio 
or reſtraint of perſons,time or place, with all requiſite and 
necellarie affurance. And morcoucrroordeyne & inivine 
al raen,openly to proteſic eyther the one or the other re- 
ligion, thereby to cut of diuers,whoabuſing this.beneftire 
and fauour, are fallen imto Artheifme and all carnall liber- 
tic, hauing freed them {clues fro the exerciſe and profeſ- 
fion of al religions, being defirous ro ſeenothing bur con< 
fuſton in this realme,togither with the overthrowe and 
{upptctiion of all order, policic, and- eccleſtaſticall diſci- 
pline,which is a moſt pernicious and daungerous matter, 
viterly intolerable. Alſo, deare Lorde, for as much as the 
ſayde Princes, Lordes, Knights, Gentlemen and otherin 
their companies, doubt not burthey, who hicherto haue 
planted the foundations of their practiſes vpon ſuch ſlaun- 
ders as impudently they doe publiſhe, ro the ende ropro- 
curethe ſ-yd Princes tobe brought into the hatred and 
diſpleaſiire, cucn of ſuch as through the grace of God,are 
freed from 2il bondage and tyrannie of Antichriſt, witnor 
fayle bur 4tncme that they will rather ſtifly without reaſon 
defend whatſocuer they once have determined to beleue, 
touching tac Articles of Chriſtian religion, then corre& 
and withdrawe them ſelucs, therefore the aforeſaid Prin- 
ccs,Lordes, Knights, Gentlemen and other their compa- 
nic doe declare and proteſt, as alwayes they haue done, 
thatif in any one point of the confeflion of fayth hereto« 
forepreſentedto your Mareſtieby rhe reformed churches 
of your realme, they may be inſtruted, that by Gods word 
comprehended in the Canonical bookes of the holy ſcrip- 
rure,they haue ſtrayed from the dodrine of the Apoſtles 
or Propheres, they will readily yeeld and willingly graunt 


' ro ſuch 25by Gods word may better inſtrutthem;then in 


the beginning they haue bene, if they doe erre in any ar- 
ticle. And forthis cauſe doe defire nothing ſo much as a 
| | Cconuocation 
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conuocation of a free,general and lawful council}, wherin 
eucry man may be heard alleadge their reaſons, which 
muſt be either confirmed, or conuinced by the onely word 
of God, according to the maner vicd in all times for like 
occaſions, 
| In the meanetime the Cardinal] brought vp the Duke 
of Aniou at the charges of the Clergie and Catholikes, to 
the end ro deſtroy the Proteſtants,and to ger a new ſtring 
ynto his bow, wherwith he might ſhoote at other marters, 
incaſe the warre had ſuch ſucceſſe as he wiſhed. For as for 
peace he accompred it vnpoſlible and paſt hope of beyng 
concluded, withour the verer deſtrution and aboliſhing of 
the contrary fation. Now ſought he continually to cloke 
his priuare intereſt, and to cauſe the King to thinke it vn- 
oflible ro come co any peace, and fo conſequently to ha- 
zard all chings rather then to yeelde ſo wont and to that 
nd propounded two great lets. The firſt raken of the con- 
vos of religio, which(ſaid he)neither could nor ought 
en be borne withallin the realme. The other derived from 
the Kings maicſtics fame,which(ſayd he)the proteſtanres 
had blemiſhed, and therfore it was vnpoſſible for them to 
vp ſuch a wound, vnleſle laying down their weapons, 
ey came in haulrers about their neckes ro ſubmit them 
| ſelues rothe Kings mercie, firting in his ſcat of the Cardi- 
iuſtice.zut he allcaged theſe reaſons(rothe whichthe 
eſtanrs haue often ſufficiently anſwered) not ſo much 
for any zeale to religion, whereofin the bookes folowing 
we will more amply cntrear,neither for any affeQis rothe 
King againſt whom he conſpired, but rather becauſe thar 
fore he graiited to any motion of peace, he would be af- 
that howſocuer matters went, be & his would keepe 
e chicfroome in the counſail of the King & realme,thar 
he might pur our or in,the officers of the crown at his own 
diſcretion, that he might ordeine and diſpoſe the lawe & 
treaſuric, as ſcemed beſtro his coucrous appetite : robe 
brief, that the realme might of him take lawes to do or nor 


ro do,eo ſpeake or not to ſpeake, & at one word, that at his 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure he mighr 


; theplaces thereabout: ſo that being once raunged within 


remoue both ſoules, bodyes and goods, 
both of the heade and members of the ſaid Realme. 

He feared alſo leaſt the King ſhould giue care vnto the 
declarations of the Proteſtantes deputies , wherby in time 
he might caſcly perceiue, that thoſe counſcilers who haue 
giuen him to vnderſtand, that the onely meancs to extin- 
guiſhe jn his realme all diuerfitic of Religion,was through 
warre,were Athciſtes,or cls braineleſſe perſons wholy ig- 
norant euen to the ende. Alſo leaſt the King mighe call to 
minde how thar ſince the ſaid Cardinals returne fromthe 
Councill of Trent,the whole body of his priuie council 
hath bene deuided and parted into two ſeuerall opinions, 
the one part wiſhing for peace , the other for warre: and 
therefore the Cardinall and his adherenres might be the 
worſe cntreated, Wherefore he reſolued rogither with his 
partakers,ſo much as mighc be to prolong the warre,ther- 
by to corrupt and frame the King after his owne appetite, 
and ſo deſtroye the Proteſtantes , thereby to prepare the 
readier path tothe performance of his ſecret driftes. He 
perſwaded him ſelfe in time to conquere the ſaide Prote- 
ſtantes. Furſt, being driuen our of moſt rownes in the 
Realme,and reduced into the extremities of the ſameina 
litle corner of Saintonge, they might caſcly beincloſedin 
this ſmall quancitic of ground,by meanes of ſuch riuers 8 
rownes as doc abburt vypon the Marches of Angoulmois & 


ſuch barres, the famine and infeRion of the ayre, rayſed 
through the vapoures of their troupes and companies, 
ſhould within fewe moneths force them to come in with 
haulters abouttheir neckes, and foro yeelde them ſclues 
to his diſcretion & mercy.Then that the principal ſtrength 
of the Princes campe conſiſting in ſtraungers, for the 
payment of whoſe arrearages alreadie due yntorhe,vnuill 
then theproteſtants had almoſt drawEtheir purſes dric,& 
therforc had ſmall opportunitie in tyme to come to ſatisfie 


the: chey of frieds ſhould become foes, which caſcly _— 


«  » | * N. n > a: 'T 
De compaſſed, and they be entiſed if not to fight with the 
Proteſtanres, yetar the leaſt ypon payment of their due- 
= returne home into theyr owne countries. Fi- 


y, the Cardinal grounded the prologing of the warre 
pon the vncertaync hazard of battayles, by: reafon of in- 
conueniences of his owne parte. All ſuch as cofidercd thar 
now all the French Nobilitic,and the chief part of their 
arriours were already in the fic]ds ypon the poinr,in caſe 
any batrayle ſhould be fought, to murder one an other,did 
ayle the miſerable eſtate of the King and his Realme, 
whoJeaned to their ſubuerhion through the happe of ſuch 
meeting,to whom ſocuer the viQtorie fel. But the Cardi- 
_ nall and his faQio made fo {mal accompt hereof;that they 
could hauec wiſhed that the parte lying vpon. the ground, , 
had left the conquerours ſo wounded, that they nughtne- 
uer haue riſen again : not in hope to haue created any new 
rench nobilitic with a ſheer of paper, or askinne of par- 
hement,and foure vnces of waxe (according to theCardi 
os apophthegme, which was thae the King was able in 
ne houre to create more Gentleme, then intenne yeres 
ace might be columed in the warres ) bur rather for that 
hat the ſayd French nobilitic being extinguiſhed, the way 
would be the readier vnto the accompliſhmetr of the Gui- 
/fians forecaſtes, and through the ſupporte of the Mayres, 
Sheriffes, and Counſaylours of the moſt part of the rownes 
in France,of long time affectionate vnto the Cardinal, like |} 
were the courtes of Parliamer, vnder pretence of main- 
yning the Catholike Church, they might chalenge the 
eto the Crowne, the which they haue ſo long boaſted 
appertaine vnto the houſe of Lorraine, by vertue of an 
imaginatiue ſucceſſion from the ſtocke of Charles the 
cat: Howbeit the Cardinall fearing leaſt the bartayle 
Id be tryed rather in the maner of a fraie, and diſper- 
fion of one of the armies, then by any great bloodſhead, 
thoughr beſt to aſſure him ſelfe through delayes in prolo- 
ging the time, rather then ro buylde his full hope vpon ſo 


waucring and daungerous a foundation. For if the m_ 
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had fallen to the Proreſtants,the Guifians would haue ac- 
compred them ſeJues vndone: allo if the Cardinals armie 
had gotten the beſt, then did he forecaſt that their furic 
being ouer, ſome of the Catholikes mighthauc commen- 
ced as Cangeron a.quarel againſt him as that, and agayne 
require of him the liucs of ſuch Lords and Gentlemen, as 
peraducnture had bene offred ypon the alcar of his ambi- 
tion, For all they thatſerued the Duke of Anjou, were not 
ſo'bent vnto the Guifians ſcruice, as the ſaid Cardinal and 
his adherents could hauc wiſhed. | 

Thus did the Cardinal ſpinthis corde of Ciuil warres, & 
draw it as long as he could,norwithſtanding that in his c6« 
fiderarions there paſſed grear oucrſights, whictr here I 
willneytherdere&,neyther confure, tor thatis the office 
of ſome ſuch perſon as hath to deuiſe ſome politike 
difcourſes, and:reucale the blindnefſe ofthe French Ca- 
thohke Genelemen,who in ng themſclues men of 
experience andipractiſe, haye ſuffered a prieſt to baffulle 
them;who was. more.cowardly then a woman, and who al- 
foinhisflecuc inthe copanic of his familiar friends with 
openthroare ſcorned themzas in place conuenient we ſhal 
hertafterſee 1 2 1 54 E 
be Duke d'Aumale was vpon the borders of Bour- 

dy & Lorraine, accompanied with greattroupes oucr 

wham he commaunded, hes Ra to Koppe- the 
patiage ofthe Reiſtres, who came to the proteſtants ayde., 
Wherein he had as/ good ſuccefſe as in other his martiall 
deedes: For his ſouldiers openly ſayderhathe had more 
fethe then wirte or courage. And indeed notwithſtanding 
hewereina conuenient colitry for his foormen, of whom 
chere were a great numbet,and thoſe trayned ſoldiers, yet 
did henothing worth che ſpcaking of, bur ſundricrymes 
was in daſiger of being wel beaten, yea he refuſed tomeer 
with his ehemics in a place greatly to his aduaunrage. Bur 
ro ſay thetrueth, the Cardinall was alſo one cauſe of theſe 
kinde of dealings, tor he minded notrhat they ſhoulde ſo 


loone come to handy blowes, but hoped cyther ro winne 
N.j. the 
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rhe ftraungers,orelsro finde them at a berter aduantage, 
and ſo ſoughrmore and more toſhuffle the cardes , wher- 
by he might mecre with the better game. mT 

As for the yong Duke of Guiſe , through his great fa- 
uour with the Duke of Anjou,proceeding of their ſtraight 
acquaintance, beſides that he was great maſter, he was 
now highly -aduanced. His vncle alſo placed about him 
many captaynes,who at Poitiers ſtood him in good ſtead, 
The Marquiſe of Maine his yonger brother, was then 
through his youth of no countenance . The great Prior 
and the Marquiſe d'Ellebeufe his vncles: were dead a 
while before, neither were they greatly regarded, as men 

 hauingnomorewitte then their brather the Cardinal of 
Lorraine had beſtowed vpon them ; neither were they fa- 
_, &ious,but as he raught.and commaundedrhem, 

But ar all aduentures, we-haue-exrended this marter 
farre enough in-this firſt parte ofthe legende of the lordes 
of Guiſe : We- will therefore 1permir the readers to take 
breath, and gue our penne ſome reſpite, whereby to pro- 
ccedeinthereſte,namely of the behauiours of the Cardi- 
nall and his adherents in the third ;Edi& of pacification, 
alſo of their meanes to atteine vnto the murder at S. Bar- 
tlemewes daye :allo of fuchthings as of their partes haue 
fince chancedto the confuſion/of King Charles and his 
_ . Alſo of the cuill-pranckes which they hauec played 
wich! King Henrye the third now reigning , with all the 
princes.of the blood, the great Lordes, the Nobilitye, the 
luſtices;rthe Clergie,the people as well of the one as of the 
other Religion,their fautours and fricndes,yea and one of 
themſclues with-an other. Here before we hauc ſeene 
parte of their dealinges vnder Francis the firſt, Henry the 

id; Francisthe ſecond , and Charles the ninthe : bur 

dry particularityes,which,ſhalbe ſer: downe in the 
other bookes folowing,will ſhew that in this firſt parte we 
hauec only rouched the matters, and deſcribed as ir were 
the cntrye into the bloody, villainots and accurſed palace 


of che|Guifians.Let this therefore be the beginning of a 
greater 
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worke, & I would to. God that by this that is paſt, 
the Frenchmen might(though ſomewharlate and to their 
coſt) know'part of thoſe inſtruments Wherwith rhe Lord 
v] for their offences hath ſcourged them, to the end 
that returning vnto him as they ought, they 
might recciue ſoner then I hope 
for, ſome reſt and 


calc. 


FINIS. 


